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ABSTRACT 

	Aims: This study aimed to determine the level of knowledge and skills in correct language use and their relationship to the journalistic competence of campus journalists at Aplaya National High School.
Study design: Quantitative, descriptive-correlational research design.
Place and Duration of Study: Aplaya National High School, during School Year 2025-2026.
Methodology: Simple random sampling was utilized to select 43 campus journalists from Grades 7 to 12 at Aplaya National High School. A researcher-made rubric measuring knowledge in correct language use (grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence), skill in correct language use (grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence), and journalistic competence (content quality, technical proficiency, reader impact) was administered to analyze the actual writings of the respondents. Data were analyzed using weighted mean, standard deviation, and Pearson's r.
Results: Respondents demonstrated a very high level of knowledge in correct language use (overall WM = 3.43), a very high level of skill in correct language use (overall WM = 3.57), and a very high level of journalistic competence (overall WM = 3.62). Significant positive relationships were found between knowledge and skill (r = .657, p < .001), knowledge and journalistic competence (r = .664, p < .001), and skill and journalistic competence (r = .903, p < .001).
Conclusion: Skill in correct language use is the strongest and most critical determinant of journalistic competence (r=.903, p<.001). Grounded in Halliday's Functional Theory of Language and Canale & Swain's Communicative Competence Model, the findings underscore the primacy of practical language application over declarative knowledge alone. Strengthening grammatical, sociolinguistic, and discourse competencies through structured training, mentoring, and peer review can significantly improve the quality of campus journalism. The proposed SALIN-HUSAY action plan offers a replicable intervention for school publications.
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In contemporary education, language serves as the foundational tool for communication, instruction, and expression. Within the context of campus journalism, correct and efficient language use is not merely a matter of grammar but a fundamental skill for effective information delivery, maintaining accuracy, and promoting critical thinking within the academic community. International studies have shown that writing proficiency is directly linked to students' academic success and their readiness to face the challenges of digital and online media platforms (Chavez et al., 2024; Docallas, 2025).

The Filipino language plays a central role in shaping the skills and credibility of students, especially in journalism. Campus journalism serves as a training ground for young writers to develop their abilities in reporting, editorial writing, feature writing, and other journalistic forms. However, despite this critical role, recent local studies reveal that many student writers face challenges related to technical language skills, particularly in grammar, punctuation, and word usage (Driz & Aguisando, 2025; Tasmim & Atikuzzaman, 2025). Such deficiencies limit effective communication and may weaken the credibility of their writings. Recent studies have also examined how linguistic variation is shaped by social factors (Safira et al., 2024) and how language mode analysis reveals patterns among Filipino bilinguals (Jose et al., 2019).

Globally, research has highlighted barriers such as lack of resources, inadequate training, and limited institutional support (Docallas, 2025; Kirchhoff, 2022; Jamil, 2020). In the Philippine setting, studies have examined campus journalism practices in state universities and colleges (Dadayan, 2022; Driz & Aguisando, 2025), as well as the adaptiveness and empowerment of campus journalists as key factors in sustaining publication quality (Ped & Realgo, 2026). However, limited research has focused specifically on secondary school campus journalists, particularly in the context of Aplaya National High School.

This study is grounded in three interrelated linguistic theories. Halliday's (1978) Functional Theory of Language views language as a social semiotic system shaped by communicative purposes, supporting the present study's emphasis on reader impact and sociolinguistic competence. Chomsky's (1965) Linguistic Competence distinguishes between knowledge (competence) and skill (performance), directly informing the study's separation of these two variables. Canale and Swain's (1980) Communicative Competence Model specifies grammatical, sociolinguistic, and discourse competencies, which the present study explicitly measures.

Recent empirical studies further support this investigation. Chavez et al. (2024) found that campus journalism improves students' grammar consciousness and writing confidence. Driz and Aguisando (2025) identified grammar and punctuation as persistent challenges among Filipino student journalists. Tasmim and Atikuzzaman (2025) proposed a framework emphasizing practical skill development. Safira et al. (2024) demonstrated that language variation is systematically influenced by social contexts, a critical consideration for journalists adapting to different audiences. Jose et al. (2019) revealed that Filipino bilinguals adeptly adjust their language mode based on social context, aligning with the present study's focus on sociolinguistic competence. Kayi et al. (2024) found that exposure to informal online language can negatively affect formal writing competence, with direct implications for campus journalists active on social media. Sana, Shah, and Nizamani (2025) identified grammatical barriers as the most common linguistic challenge among secondary students. Yuanita et al. (2025) analyzed language errors in high school students' speech texts, identifying common grammatical and discourse-level errors that mirror those found in student-written articles.

Despite the recognized importance of correct language use in campus journalism, no existing study has systematically compared knowledge versus skill in correct language use and examined which is more strongly associated with journalistic competence among secondary school campus journalists. This study aimed to: (1) determine the level of knowledge in correct language use; (2) determine the level of skill in correct language use; (3) determine the level of journalistic competence; (4) find the relationship between knowledge and skill; (5) find the relationship between knowledge and journalistic competence; and (6) find the relationship between skill and journalistic competence of campus journalists at Aplaya National High School. The following null hypotheses were tested at α = 0.05: there is no significant relationship between (a) knowledge and skill, (b) knowledge and journalistic competence, and (c) skill and journalistic competence. The findings are expected to serve as a basis for developing an action plan to enhance the language competencies and journalistic skills of campus journalists.

2. methodology 

To obtain the necessary data for the study, a quantitative research approach was utilized. Quantitative research is a method that involves the systematic collection and analysis of numerical data to describe variables and examine relationships among them. This approach was deemed appropriate as the study aimed to measure the levels of knowledge in correct language use, skills in correct language use, and journalistic competence, and determine the relationships among these variables. Likewise, a descriptive-correlational research design was employed. Descriptive research focuses on describing existing conditions, practices, and phenomena, while correlational research determines the degree of relationship between variables. Using this design, the researcher described the levels of (a) knowledge in correct language use, (b) skills in correct language use, and (c) journalistic competence of campus journalists at Aplaya National High School and examined the significant relationships among these variables.
For the sampling technique, simple random sampling was utilized to ensure proper representation of respondents from different grade levels. The total population consisted of 48 active campus journalists from Grades 7 to 12 at Aplaya National High School for School Year 2025-2026. Using the Raosoft Calculator with a 95% confidence level and 5% margin of error, a sample size of 43 campus journalists was obtained. 
The primary source of data was the actual writings of the campus journalists. A researcher-made rubric was used as the main data-gathering instrument. The instrument consisted of three parts: Part I measured the level of knowledge in correct language use (grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence), Part II assessed the level of skill in correct language use (grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence), and Part III determined the level of journalistic competence (content quality, technical proficiency, reader impact). A four-point Likert scale was used to facilitate responses and interpretation. Since the instrument was developed by the researcher, it underwent validation by experts in Filipino, campus journalism, and statistics to ensure clarity and relevance. After incorporating their suggestions, the instrument was approved by the adviser. Reliability testing using Cronbach's alpha yielded coefficients of .947 for knowledge, .954 for skill, and .949 for journalistic competence, indicating that the instrument was highly reliable.
In terms of data gathering, permission to conduct the study was secured from the school principal and campus journalism coordinator prior to accessing the articles. The selected writings were analyzed using the validated rubric. To ensure confidentiality, each article was assigned an alphanumeric code instead of the author's real name. The researcher, together with two Filipino major teachers and one Filipino expert, conducted the analysis of the actual writings. Participation was voluntary, and confidentiality and anonymity were assured. The collected data were then organized, tallied, and prepared for statistical analysis.
For the statistical treatment of data, several tools were used. Weighted mean and standard deviation were applied to determine the levels of knowledge, skills, and journalistic competence of the respondents across their respective indicators and domains. Pearson's r Moment Correlation Coefficient was utilized to examine the significant relationships among the variables. These statistical tools enabled the researcher to analyze, interpret, and draw meaningful conclusions from the data gathered.

3. results and discussion

Part 1: Level of Knowledge in Correct Language Use

Table 1. Overall Level of Knowledge in Correct Language Use
	Scale
	Domains
	WM
	SD
	Interpretation

	Knowledge in Correct Language Use
	Grammatical Competence
	3.37
	.482
	Very High

	
	Sociolinguistic Competence
	3.47
	.468
	Very High

	
	Discourse Competence
	3.43
	.440
	Very High

	
	OVERALL
	3.43
	.432
	Very High


Note. Scoring Range: 3.25-4.00 (Very High); 2.50-3.24 (High); 1.75-2.49 (Low); 1.00-1.74 (Very Low)

As presented in Table 1, the overall level of knowledge in correct language use was very high (WM = 3.43, SD = 0.432). Sociolinguistic competence received the highest rating (WM = 3.47), followed by discourse competence (WM = 3.43), and grammatical competence (WM = 3.37). These findings indicate that campus journalists have a strong theoretical understanding of language rules, context-appropriate use, and discourse organization. The very high level of knowledge is consistent with Chavez et al. (2024), while grammatical competence being the lowest aligns with Driz and Aguisando (2025). The pattern of sociolinguistic competence ranking highest is supported by Safira et al. (2024) and Jose et al. (2019).

Part 2: Level of Skill in Correct Language Use

Table 2. Overall Level of Skill in Correct Language Use
	Scale
	Domains
	WM
	SD
	Interpretation

	Skill in Correct Language Use
	Grammatical Competence
	3.51
	.425
	Very High

	
	Sociolinguistic Competence
	3.61
	.413
	Very High

	
	Discourse Competence
	3.58
	.452
	Very High

	
	OVERALL
	3.57
	.405
	Very High


Note. Scoring Range: 3.25-4.00 (Very High); 2.50-3.24 (High); 1.75-2.49 (Low); 1.00-1.74 (Very Low)

As shown in Table 2, the overall level of skill was very high (WM = 3.57, SD = 0.405). Sociolinguistic competence remained highest (WM = 3.61), followed by discourse (WM = 3.58) and grammatical competence (WM = 3.51). Notably, skill (3.57) was higher than knowledge (3.43), indicating that practical ability exceeds theoretical understanding. This finding aligns with Chomsky's (1965) distinction and parallels Kayi et al. (2024), who observed that students often write more competently than their explicit grammar knowledge would predict.

Part 3: Level of Journalistic Competence

Table 3. Overall Level of Journalistic Competence

	Scale
	Domains
	WM
	SD
	Interpretation

	Journalistic Competence
	Content Quality
	3.59
	.434
	Very High

	
	Technical Proficiency
	3.60
	.425
	Very High

	
	Reader Impact
	3.65
	.445
	Very High

	
	OVERALL
	3.62
	.411
	Very High


Note. Scoring Range: 3.25-4.00 (Very High); 2.50-3.24 (High); 1.75-2.49 (Low); 1.00-1.74 (Very Low)

As shown in Table 3, the overall level of journalistic competence was very high (WM = 3.62, SD = 0.411). Reader impact received the highest rating (WM = 3.65), followed by technical proficiency (WM = 3.60) and content quality (WM = 3.59). This finding supports Halliday's (1978) functional theory that language is a tool for achieving communicative purposes. Sana et al. (2025) and Yuanita et al. (2025) similarly identified grammatical barriers as common challenges among secondary students, reinforcing the need for targeted instruction.

Part 4: Relationships among Knowledge, Skill, and Journalistic Competence

Table 4. Relationship between Level of Knowledge and Level of Skill in Correct Language Use
	Independent
	Dependent
	Pearson's r
	p-value
	Interpretation

	Knowledge in correct language use
	Skill in correct language use
	.657 (strong)
	< .001
	Significant


Note. Correlation: 0.00-0.19 (very weak); 0.20-0.39 (weak); 0.40-0.59 (moderate); 0.60-0.79 (strong); 0.80-1.00 (very strong). (Evans, 1996) Significant at p < .05

For the relationship between the level of knowledge and the level of skill in correct language use, a Pearson r value of .657 was obtained, indicating a strong correlation with a p-value of < .001. This implies that there is sufficient statistical evidence to reject the null hypothesis, showing a significant relationship between the variables. This means that the higher the level of knowledge in correct language use, the higher the level of skill in correct language use. The standard deviation reflects consistency in the responses across the sample. 

Table 5. Relationship between Level of Knowledge in Correct Language Use and Level of Journalistic Competence
	Independent
	Dependent
	Pearson's r
	p-value
	Interpretation

	Knowledge in correct language use
	Journalistic competence
	.664 (strong)
	< .001
	Significant


Note. Correlation: 0.00-0.19 (very weak); 0.20-0.39 (weak); 0.40-0.59 (moderate); 0.60-0.79 (strong); 0.80-1.00 (very strong). (Evans, 1996) Significant at p < .05

For the relationship between knowledge in correct language use and journalistic competence, a Pearson r value of .664 was obtained, indicating a strong correlation with a p-value of < .001. This implies that the null hypothesis is rejected, showing a significant relationship between the variables. This means that the higher the level of knowledge in correct language use, the higher the level of journalistic competence. The standard deviation reflects consistency in the responses across the sample.

Table 6. Relationship between Level of Skill in Correct Language Use and Level of Journalistic Competence
	Independent
	Dependent
	Pearson's r
	p-value
	Interpretation

	Skill in correct language use
	Journalistic competence
	.903 (very strong)
	< .001
	Significant


Note. Correlation: 0.00-0.19 (very weak); 0.20-0.39 (weak); 0.40-0.59 (moderate); 0.60-0.79 (strong); 0.80-1.00 (very strong). (Evans, 1996) Significant at p < .05

For the relationship between skill in correct language use and journalistic competence, a Pearson r value of .903 was obtained, indicating a very strong correlation with a p-value of < .001. This is the highest correlation among the three relationships examined. This means that the higher the level of skill in correct language use, the higher the level of journalistic competence. Skill in correct language use explains a very large portion of the variance in journalistic competence, suggesting that actual language ability is the primary driver of journalistic writing quality, while knowledge serves as a complementary factor. The standard deviation reflects consistency in the responses across the sample.

This empirically demonstrates that practical language ability is the critical determinant of journalistic quality, not theoretical knowledge alone, extending the work of Driz and Aguisando (2025) and Tasmim and Atikuzzaman (2025).

This study has several limitations. First, the sample was drawn from a single public high school (N=43), limiting generalizability. Second, the cross-sectional design captures relationships but not causation. Third, the researcher-made rubric, though validated and highly reliable, may involve subjective judgment. Fourth, the study did not measure other variables such as prior training or motivation. Future research should address these limitations by using larger, multi-site samples and longitudinal designs.

4. CONCLUSION

The campus journalists of Aplaya National High School demonstrate a very high level of knowledge in correct language use across all measured domains. Their strongest competence is sociolinguistic competence, while grammatical competence, though still very high, represents a relative area for focused attention.

The campus journalists of Aplaya National High School demonstrate a very high level of skill in correct language use across all measured domains. Sociolinguistic competence remains the highest, followed by discourse competence and grammatical competence. Notably, the overall skill level is higher than the overall knowledge level, indicating that actual language ability exceeds theoretical understanding.

The campus journalists of Aplaya National High School demonstrate a very high level of journalistic competence across all measured domains. Reader impact emerged as the highest-rated domain, followed by technical proficiency and content quality, indicating that their writings are engaging, well-organized, and leave a meaningful impact on their readers.
There is a significant positive relationship among all three variables. The higher the level of knowledge in correct language use, the higher the level of skill in correct language use and journalistic competence. Most notably, the very strong relationship between skill in correct language use and journalistic competence suggests that actual language ability is the most critical factor associated with journalistic quality.

Both knowledge and skill in correct language use are significantly related to journalistic competence. However, skill in correct language use exerts a much greater influence, suggesting that practical writing ability and the application of language rules in context are the primary drivers of journalistic competence, while knowledge serves as a complementary supporting factor.

Based on the findings, Project SALIN-HUSAY (Sanayin at Linangin ang Husay sa Wika at Pamamahayag) was proposed to enhance knowledge, skills, and journalistic competence in campus journalism through training, workshops, mentoring, and continuous professional development.

The following recommendations are proposed. School administrators and campus journalism coordinators are encouraged to sustain and further strengthen grammatical competence by providing continuous training on punctuation, sentence structure, and subject-verb agreement, and by supporting regular peer review and mentoring sessions. Campus journalists may consider enhancing their skills by actively participating in writing workshops, being open to feedback, and engaging in collaborative learning activities with senior journalists. Curriculum planners and education program developers are recommended to integrate deeper discussions of journalistic skills into the instructional framework, particularly in punctuation, idea organization, and appropriate language register. Students are encouraged to actively engage in campus journalism activities and effectively apply their knowledge and skills in correct language use to improve the quality of their writings. Future researchers may consider exploring additional variables such as the impact of technology and social media on writing style, institutional support, and student motivation using varied research designs, and may also replicate the study in different educational contexts to validate and expand the findings.
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APPENDIX

Table 7. Project SALIN-HUSAY (Sanayin at Linangin ang Husay sa Wika at Pamamahayag): An Action Plan for Campus Journalists of Aplaya National High School

	KEY RESULT AREAS/ AREAS OF CONCERN
	OBJECTIVES
	STRATEGY/ ACTIVITY
	TIME FRAME
	PERSONS INVOLVED
	BUDGET ALLOCATION
	SUCCESS INDICATOR

	Grammatical Competence
	To increase the level of knowledge and skill in grammatical competence, particularly in punctuation, sentence structure, and subject-verb agreement
	Conduct Grammar and Punctuation Enhancement Workshop focusing on common errors
	1st Quarter (June-August)
	Principal, Publication Adviser, Filipino Teacher, Campus Journalists
	PHP 5,000
	95% of campus journalists pass post-assessment; 20% increase in rubric scores for grammatical competence

	Technical Writing Proficiency
	To enhance the organization, structure, and clarity of campus journalists' articles
	Implement Writing Workshop Series on news, feature, and editorial writing with focus on lead, body, and conclusion construction
	2nd Quarter (September-October)
	Publication Adviser, Master Teachers, Expert Writers from Division
	PHP 8,000
	90% of participants produce articles rated "Very High" in technical proficiency; increase mean to 3.80 or higher

	Reader Impact
	To strengthen the ability of campus journalists to persuade, engage, and maintain reader interest
	Conduct Analysis and Reading of Quality Articles and Peer Review Session
	3rd Quarter (November-December)
	Publication Adviser, Editor-in-Chief, Senior Campus Journalists, All Members
	PHP 3,000
	85% of articles receive positive feedback in reader's survey; increase mean to 3.85 or higher

	Content Quality
	To enhance the accuracy, breadth, and depth of information presented in articles
	Conduct Research and Fact-Checking Training focusing on reliable sources and data accuracy
	3rd Quarter (January-February)
	Filipino Teacher, Research Teacher, Publication Adviser, Campus Journalists
	PHP 3,000
	90% of articles contain no false information; increase mean to 3.80 or higher

	Mentoring and Coaching
	To establish a systematic mentoring program between senior and junior campus journalists
	Implement "Writer-to-Writer" Mentoring Program where each senior journalist guides 2-3 junior members
	Whole School Year (Quarterly Monitoring)
	Editor-in-Chief, Senior Campus Journalists, Publication Adviser
	PHP 10,000
	100% of junior members have assigned mentors; 80% of mentees show improvement in rubric scores

	Learning Resource Materials Development
	To develop guides and materials that serve as reference for campus journalists on correct language use
	Create Campus Journalism Stylebook and Writing Guide containing rules on grammar, punctuation, style, and ethics
	4th Quarter (March-May)
	Publication Adviser, Editor-in-Chief, Filipino Teacher, Campus Journalists
	PHP 2,000
	50 copies of stylebook printed and distributed; 90% of campus journalists use it as reference



This action plan aims to further develop the knowledge, skills, and journalistic competence in correct language use of campus journalists at Aplaya National High School. Although the findings revealed very high levels in all three areas (Knowledge WM=3.43, Skill WM=3.57, Journalistic Competence WM=3.62), continuous improvement is necessary to maintain excellence and address identified weaknesses in specific areas. Based on the results, grammatical competence was identified as having the lowest mean among the three domains of knowledge (3.37) and skill (3.51), particularly in the correct use of punctuation. Furthermore, although the relationship between skill and journalistic competence is very strong (r=0.903), there remains opportunity to further enhance content quality (WM=3.59) and technical proficiency (WM=3.60). To address these challenges, Project SALIN-HUSAY will implement initiatives such as grammar enhancement workshops, writing workshops, reading and analysis programs, and mentoring from expert teachers and senior campus journalists. These efforts aim to strengthen the language knowledge and skills of campus journalists and support the continuous improvement of the school publication's quality.

