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[bookmark: _Toc210395477]Abstract
A growing number of Nigerian secondary school students are prioritizing quick financial success over education, driven by societal admiration for rapid wealth and leading many toward risky activities instead of academic pursuits. This study investigated the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. Three research questions and three hypotheses guided the study. A correlational research design was adopted in this study. The study population consisted of 32,422 SS 2 students. The sample consisted of 1,023 students selected through a multistage sampling method. The research instrument that was used in the study is a questionnaire. Face, content and construct validity of the instrument were obtained through experts’ judgement for the face validity and factor analysis for the content and construct validity. Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient was used to check for the reliability of the items in the instrument. The data obtained were analysed using the mean, standard deviation, and Pearson's coefficient of determination to answer the research questions. Linear and multiple regression were used to test the hypotheses at a 0.05 level of significance. The Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) version 26 was used for the data analysis. The findings of the study revealed that the level of peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome is low. There is a significant positive relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome; there is no significant moderating impact of sex on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome; but there is a significant moderating impact of location on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The study recommended, amongst others, that students should be sensitised to choose positive peer groups that foster academic excellence and discourage shortcuts to success.
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Introduction
In recent years, a noticeable shift has emerged among senior secondary school students in Nigeria, where the pursuit of wealth increasingly takes precedence over educational attainment. Many adolescents are now strongly influenced by the appeal of financial success, often neglecting their academic responsibilities. This trend reflects a broader societal orientation that glorifies material prosperity, especially when it is achieved rapidly. Consequently, individuals who accumulate wealth quickly are often admired and emulated, prompting students to engage in activities that promise immediate financial gain, such as internet fraud (popularly referred to as “Yahoo Yahoo”), gambling, or other high-risk ventures, instead of focusing on their studies.
This behaviour reflects the get-rich-quick syndrome, defined as the desire for instant wealth without long-term planning. The syndrome is characterised by a strong inclination toward short-term financial gains at the expense of long-term planning, skill acquisition, and educational development. Students affected by this mindset are often drawn to risky and sometimes illegal activities, driven by the belief that wealth can be attained rapidly with minimal effort. In this context, the value of education, discipline, and gradual career development is significantly undermined, as immediate financial gratification becomes more attractive than sustained academic achievement.
The prevalence of get-rich-quick syndrome among secondary school students, particularly in Delta State, has become increasingly alarming. Empirical evidence indicates a growing involvement of youths in cybercrime and related activities aimed at achieving quick financial success (Abdulraheem & Jibril, 2017). Reports from the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) reveal a significant rise in cyber fraud cases involving young individuals, many of whom are under 18. Notably, Delta State has been identified as one of the regions with a high incidence of internet fraud, with several students implicated (EFCC Annual Report, 2022). Similarly, data from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) indicate a 35% increase in cybercrime cases over the past five years, largely driven by young people, including students (NBS, 2023).
School administrators in Delta State have also raised concerns about the increasing moral decline among students. Principals have observed that many students are influenced by peers who openly display wealth obtained through fraudulent means. Instances have been recorded of students possessing expensive gadgets and luxury items inconsistent with their legitimate sources of income. School disciplinary records further suggest a relationship between materialistic tendencies and engagement in cyber fraud (Ikeke, 2024). In addition, law enforcement reports indicate that numerous students have been arrested for involvement in economic crimes, including cyber fraud and ritual practices aimed at wealth acquisition (Delta State Police Command Report, 2023). Media reports further highlight the growing normalisation of such behaviours among students, driven by societal expectations surrounding wealth and success.
The increasing prevalence of get-rich-quick syndrome poses serious threats not only to the future of the affected students but also to the moral and socio-economic fabric of society. This trend promotes a value system that prioritises instant wealth over diligence, knowledge acquisition, and long-term personal development. As a result, the educational system, which is intended to equip individuals with skills for sustainable success, is gradually being undermined. Students who adopt this mindset are more likely to neglect their studies, drop out of school, or fail to attain the qualifications required for meaningful career development, thereby limiting their future opportunities and contributing to broader societal challenges.
In response to this growing concern, various stakeholders in Nigeria, particularly in Delta State, have implemented several intervention strategies. The EFCC, for instance, has intensified anti-cybercrime campaigns in schools through initiatives such as the Integrity Club, which aims to educate students on the dangers of fraudulent activities while promoting values such as honesty, hard work, and integrity. These sensitisation programmes are often conducted in collaboration with school authorities to discourage youth involvement in cybercrime (EFCC, 2022). Additionally, educational reforms have been introduced to incorporate financial literacy and ethical education into school curricula. These reforms emphasise responsible financial behaviour, entrepreneurship, and the importance of patience in wealth creation. The Ministry of Education, in partnership with private organisations, has also introduced vocational training programmes and entrepreneurial workshops to redirect students’ focus toward sustainable career development (Ezema-Kalu, 2024).
Community-based and religious interventions have equally contributed to addressing this issue. Religious institutions and community organisations have been actively involved in promoting moral values and discouraging involvement in fraudulent and ritualistic practices. Through youth-oriented programmes and mentorship initiatives, these institutions provide alternative narratives that emphasise ethical conduct, patience, and spiritual fulfilment over materialism (Irogbo, 2024).
Despite these concerted efforts, the persistence of the get-rich-quick syndrome among students suggests that existing interventions may not have sufficiently addressed the problem's root causes. Therefore, it becomes necessary to examine the underlying factors that drive this behaviour. One critical factor identified in this study is peer social comparison. Peer social comparison refers to the tendency of individuals to evaluate themselves relative to others in their social group, which significantly influences self-perception, aspirations, and behavioural choices (Koçak et al., 2021). Among adolescents, this process can strongly shape attitudes toward wealth and success, particularly when they observe peers who appear to achieve financial gains through shortcuts or unethical means. Such observations may create pressure to emulate similar behaviours, thereby reinforcing tendencies toward get-rich-quick syndrome (Okunima & Ikenyei, 2025).
The influence of peer social comparison is particularly pronounced during adolescence, a stage characterised by a strong need for acceptance and belonging. As students strive to maintain social relevance within their peer groups, they may adopt behaviours that promise immediate rewards, even when such behaviours undermine their long-term goals (Yigiter, 2025). Furthermore, parental influence may interact with peer influence, as adolescents internalise both family values and peer-driven expectations regarding financial success. This interplay can increase susceptibility to short-term financial decision-making, further reinforcing the get-rich-quick mentality.
Additionally, this study posits that sex and location may moderate the relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome. Evidence suggests that male students are generally more inclined toward risk-taking behaviours associated with rapid wealth acquisition, whereas female students may be more influenced by social status and relational comparisons (Sappor, 2022). Similarly, location, particularly the distinction between urban and rural settings, may shape students’ exposure to materialistic values and competitive peer environments. Urban students, who are more exposed to media-driven lifestyles and socioeconomic disparities, may exhibit stronger tendencies toward rapid wealth accumulation than their rural counterparts (Sabri et al., 2023). Based on these considerations, this study investigates the relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. 
[bookmark: _Toc210395480]Research Questions
The following research questions were raised and answered in this study:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk180781749]What is the level of peer social comparison among senior secondary school students in Delta State?
2. What is the level of get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State?
3. [bookmark: _Hlk180781585]What is the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State?
[bookmark: _Toc210395481]Hypotheses
The following null hypotheses were formulated and tested at a 0.05 level of significance:
1. There is no significant relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
2. There is no significant moderating impact of sex on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
3. There is no significant moderating impact of location on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
Methods
A correlational research design was adopted in this study. The population of the study was made up of 32,422 senior secondary school two (SS 2) students from 474 public secondary schools in Delta State, which is made up of 15,324 males and 17,098 female students in the 2024/2025 academic session (Source: Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, Asaba, 2024). The sample size consisted of 1,023. According to Gill et al. (2010), a sample of 1,023 is adequate for a population of 25,000-49,999 at the 97% confidence level. The students were selected from schools across the three senatorial districts of Delta State (Delta Central, Delta North, and Delta South) using a multistage sampling method. In the first stage, the researcher selected 11 schools in each of the three senatorial districts of Delta State using a simple random sampling technique. The researcher wrote the names of all the schools in each of the three senatorial districts on a piece of paper, folded them, and packed them in a basket. The basket shuffled, and the researcher picked one piece of paper to show what was written on it. The school selected through this process was included in the study. This was done until 11 schools were selected in each of the three senatorial districts, resulting in a total of 33 schools across the three senatorial districts in Delta State. In the second stage, the researcher selected 31 students from each of the selected schools. A total of 15 male students and 16 female students were selected from each school. The researcher used a stratified sampling technique to group students by sex and by urban or rural location. Overall, 495 male and 528 female students were selected for the study, for a total of 1,023 students.
The research instrument used in the study is a questionnaire comprising three sections; section A contains the respondents' demographic data, including their sex and location. Sections B and C contain rating scales as shown below:
Section B: Peer Social Comparison Rating Scale (PSCRS): This was self-constructed by the researcher to measure how students compare themselves to their peers, especially in terms of social status, material possessions, and achievements. The scale contains 30 items. It was structured on a 4-point scale, ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree).
[bookmark: _Hlk202270458]Section C: Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome Rating Scale: This was self-constructed by the researcher to measure the tendency to prioritise immediate gratification and short-term financial desires over long-term savings or investments. The scale contains 30 items. It was structured on a 4-point scale, ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree).
[bookmark: _Hlk202270489][bookmark: _Hlk210250915]Face, content, and construct validity of the research instrument were established through a combination of expert judgement and statistical analysis. Face validity was assessed by subjecting the questionnaire to evaluation by subject-matter experts, including two additional specialists in the Guidance and Counselling Department at Delta State University, Abraka. These experts examined the instrument for clarity, relevance, and suitability to the study objectives. Based on their feedback, certain items were revised to improve language clarity and ensure better alignment with the research purpose. On this basis, the instrument’s face validity was considered adequate. Content and construct validity were further examined using factor analysis. A pilot study involving 100 secondary school students from Aduwa Community Secondary School, Benin City, Edo State, was conducted. The responses obtained were analysed using Principal Component Analysis (PCA) as the extraction method to evaluate content validity. The results showed cumulative variance values of 73.94% for the Peer Social Comparison Rating Scale and 72.55% for the Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome Rating Scale, indicating satisfactory explanatory power of the extracted factors. Construct validity was assessed using the rotated component matrix obtained through Varimax rotation. The factor loadings ranged from 0.55 to 0.96 for the Peer Social Comparison Rating Scale and from 0.52 to 0.92 for the Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome Rating Scale, demonstrating acceptable item convergence and construct representation.
Reliability of the instrument was determined using Cronbach’s alpha based on the pilot data. The coefficients obtained were 0.92 for the Peer Social Comparison Rating Scale and 0.93 for the Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome Rating Scale, indicating high internal consistency of the measurement scales.
[bookmark: _Toc210395511]The questionnaire was administered directly to respondents by the researchers with the assistance of five trained research assistants. Prior to data collection, permission was obtained from the principals of the selected schools. The researchers and assistants personally visited each school to distribute the questionnaires, and completed copies were retrieved immediately after administration in order to minimise the risk of data loss or non-response.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A total of 1,023 questionnaires were distributed, of which 1,006 were successfully retrieved, yielding a retrieval rate of 98%, which is considered highly satisfactory for survey-based research. The collected data were analysed using descriptive and inferential statistical techniques. Descriptive statistics, specifically mean and standard deviation, were employed to address research questions 1 and 2, with a decision benchmark mean value of 2.50. Pearson’s correlation coefficient, along with the coefficient of determination, was used to analyse research question 3. In addition, linear and multiple regression analyses were conducted to test the stated hypotheses at a 0.05 level of significance. All statistical analyses were performed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), version 26.
Results
Research Question 1: What is the level of peer social comparison among senior secondary school students in Delta State?
Table 1: Mean analysis of the level of peer social comparison among senior secondary school students in Delta State
	S/N
	Statement
	Mean
	SD
	Remark

	1
	I often compare my possessions with those of my friends.
	2.52
	1.09
	High

	2
	I compare my achievements to my peers to see how I measure up.
	2.49
	1.04
	Low

	3
	I often measure my success based on what others have.
	2.41
	1.08
	Low

	4
	I try to have more than my peers to feel good about myself.
	2.40
	1.07
	Low

	5
	I compare my financial situation to my peers.
	2.40
	1.03
	Low

	6
	I am often dissatisfied with my financial situation compared to my friends'.
	2.38
	1.05
	Low

	7
	I feel left out when I cannot afford what my friends can.
	2.38
	1.04
	Low

	8
	I feel pressured to keep up with my friends’ material possessions.
	2.38
	1.00
	Low

	9
	I often compare my financial success with others.
	2.37
	1.03
	Low

	10
	I feel insecure when my friends have things I don't.
	2.37
	1.04
	Low

	11
	I sometimes think I am not as successful as my friends.
	2.34
	1.04
	Low

	12
	I often worry that my friends have more money than I do.
	2.31
	1.01
	Low

	13
	I sometimes feel inferior to my friends due to their wealth.
	2.29
	1.01
	Low

	14
	I often feel envious of others’ success.
	2.25
	1.05
	Low

	15
	I feel pressure to match my friends' lifestyles.
	2.24
	1.03
	Low

	16
	I feel jealous when my friends show off their new possessions.
	2.18
	1.05
	Low

	17
	I try to have what my friends have, even if it is not necessary.
	2.17
	1.09
	Low

	18
	I value my peers' opinions more than my own when it comes to wealth.
	2.11
	1.05
	Low

	Average Mean
	2.33
	1.04
	Low

	Criterion Mean = 2.50


Table 1 presents a detailed analysis of the mean scores related to the level of peer social comparison among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The findings indicate that the mean scores for peer social comparison range from 2.11 to 2.52, with an overall average of 2.33. Given that the criterion mean is set at 2.50, these results suggest that the level of peer social comparison among senior secondary school students in Delta State is notably low.
Research Question 2: What is the level of get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State?
Table 2: Mean analysis of the level of get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
	S/N
	Statement
	Mean
	SD
	Remark

	1
	I often fantasise about becoming rich overnight.
	2.47
	1.12
	Low

	2
	I often think about how to make money quickly without much effort.
	2.39
	1.10
	Low

	3
	I feel that life is unfair to those who do not take risks to make quick money.
	2.35
	1.09
	Low

	4
	I feel it’s better to make money illegally than remain poor.
	2.28
	1.06
	Low

	5
	I feel tempted to participate in schemes promising quick money with little effort.
	2.25
	1.06
	Low

	6
	I would prioritise making fast money before completing my education.
	2.23
	1.03
	Low

	7
	Winning a large sum of money through gambling feels more exciting than earning it through work.
	2.22
	1.12
	Low

	8
	I think being wealthy is more important than being honest.
	2.20
	1.07
	Low

	9
	I believe it is acceptable to engage in fraudulent activities to support my family.
	2.15
	1.03
	Low

	10
	I admire people who use shortcuts to become wealthy, even if those shortcuts are unethical.
	2.15
	1.09
	Low

	11
	I am willing to engage in activities like online fraud to earn fast money.
	2.15
	1.14
	Low

	12
	I find myself considering illegal ways to make money.
	2.14
	1.01
	Low

	13
	I feel envy when others acquire wealth, which motivates me to seek quick ways to compete.
	2.13
	1.04
	Low

	14
	I think flashy lifestyles matter, even if it means acquiring wealth illegally.
	2.10
	0.98
	Low

	15
	I feel comfortable engaging in online scams if I know I won’t get caught.
	2.10
	1.05
	Low

	16
	I am willing to overlook the consequences of illegal activities if they bring quick wealth.
	2.08
	1.05
	Low

	17
	I feel it is normal to lie or deceive others to get ahead financially.
	2.02
	1.03
	Low

	18
	I would consider gambling as a way to solve my financial problems.
	1.98
	1.00
	Low

	19
	My friends are gamblers
	1.95
	1.03
	Low

	20
	My parents celebrate quick wealth even when you are a student
	1.89
	1.02
	Low

	21
	I have parents who take delight in gambling
	1.86
	1.00
	Low

	22
	I bribe my way to pass examinations
	1.78
	1.01
	Low

	Average Mean
	2.13
	1.05
	Low

	Criterion Mean = 2.50


Table 2 presents a detailed analysis of the mean scores related to the level of get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The findings indicate that the mean scores for get-rich-quick syndrome range from 1.78 to 2.47, with an overall average of 2.13. Given that the criterion mean is set at 2.50, these results suggest that the level of get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State is notably low.
Research Question 3: What is the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State?
Table 3: Pearson’s correlation and coefficient of determination on peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
	Variable
	n
	r
	r2
	r2%
	Remark

	Peer Social Comparison
	
1,006
	
0.48
	
0.23
	
23
	Positive Relationship

	Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome
	
	
	
	
	


Table 3 presents Pearson’s correlation and the coefficient of determination, which were used to examine the relationship between peer social comparison and the get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The result shows that r = 0.48, r2 = 0.23 and r2% = 23. This result implies that a positive relationship exists between the independent variable, peer social comparison, and the dependent variable, get-rich-quick syndrome. Peer social comparison accounted for 23% of the variability in the get-rich-quick syndrome.
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
Table 4: Linear regression analysis on peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
	Model
	Sum of Square
	df
	Mean Square
	F
	Sig

	Regression
	57938.869
	1
	57938.869
	299.460

	.000b


	Residual
	191156.125
	1,004
	193.478
	
	

	Total
	249094.994
	1,005
	
	
	

	Variables in Equation

	Model
	Unstandardized Coefficient
	Standardised Coefficient
	t
	Sig

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	Constant
	23.029
	1.423
	
.482
	16.179
	.000

	Peer Social Comparison
	.563
	.033
	
	17.305
	.000

	α = 0.05, R = 0.482, R-Square = 0.233
a. Dependent Variable: Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome
b. Predictors (Constant): Peer Social Comparison


Table 4 shows a linear regression analysis of the relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The result shows that F (1, 1,004) = 299.460, p < 0.05. The null hypothesis is therefore rejected. This implies that there is a significant relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The R2 value of 0.233 showed that 23.3% of the variance in get-rich-quick syndrome was accounted for by peer social comparison. The unstandardized coefficient (B) for predicting get-rich-quick syndrome from peer social comparison is 0.563; the standardised coefficient (β) from peer social comparison is 0.482, t = -17.305. Peer social comparison is significant at the 0.05 alpha level.
Hypothesis 2: There is no significant moderating impact of sex on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
Table 5: Multiple regression analysis on moderating impact of sex on the relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
	Model
	B
	Std Error
	Beta
	t
	Sig.

	(Constant)
	24.015
	2.187
	
	10.983
	.000

	Peer Social Comparison
	.560
	.033
	.480
	16.868
	.000

	Sex
	-.546
	.914
	-.017
	-.598
	.550


Table 5 presents the results of the moderating effect of sex on the relationship between peer social comparison and the Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The beta weights of 0.480 (t = 16.868) for peer social comparison and -0.017 (t =- 0.598) for sex indicate the degree of correlation between each variable and the get-rich-quick syndrome. From the results, peer social comparison is significant at the 0.05 alpha level, but sex is not. Hence, the null hypothesis was accepted, indicating that sex does not significantly moderate the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State.
Hypothesis 3: There is no significant moderating impact of location on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
Table 6: Multiple regression analysis on the moderating impact of location on the relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State
	Model
	B
	Std Error
	Beta
	t
	Sig.

	(Constant)
	19.331
	1.914
	
	10.100
	.000

	Peer Social Comparison
	.562
	.033
	.481
	16.997
	.000

	Location
	2.758
	.935
	.083
	2.948
	.003


Table 6 presents the results of the moderating effect of location on the relationship between peer social comparison and the Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. The beta weights of 0.481 (t = 16.997) for peer social comparison and 0.083 (t = 2.948) for location indicate the degree of correlation between each variable and the get-rich-quick syndrome. From the results, peer social comparison and location are significant at the 0.05 alpha level. Hence, the null hypothesis was rejected, indicating that location significantly moderates the relationship between peer social comparison and the Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State.
[bookmark: _Toc210395512]Discussions
The first finding showed that the level of peer social comparison among senior secondary school students in Delta State is notably low. This finding suggests that most students in the area do not frequently measure their own abilities, achievements, or social standing against those of their peers. Several factors could explain why peer social comparison is low among these students. First, cultural values within Delta State communities may encourage cooperation, mutual respect, and collective progress over competition. In many traditional settings, the emphasis is on communal living and group achievement, which may reduce students' tendency to constantly compare themselves to their peers. Second, a strong parental background and support, as noted earlier in the context of Delta State, could also reduce reliance on peers for validation. Students with supportive parents may derive self-worth from home encouragement rather than peer approval. This finding aligns with Abubakar and Omoegun (2020), who noted that peer comparison is not uniformly high across all adolescent groups, as factors such as socioeconomic background, parental monitoring, and school climate can moderate the extent to which young people engage in social comparison. The finding, however, differs from that of Fardouly et al. (2020), who found that peer comparison is a pervasive feature of adolescent development, often influencing mental health and academic motivation. 
The second finding showed that the level of get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State is notably low. This finding suggests that many of these students do not exhibit a strong inclination toward shortcuts to wealth or unethical means of achieving success. Instead, it suggests they may appreciate education, hard work, and long-term personal development as pathways to financial stability. A low prevalence of this syndrome reflects positively on the students’ value orientations and indicates that they are less likely to be drawn into social vices such as cybercrime, internet fraud (popularly known as “yahoo-yahoo”), ritual practices, or other forms of fraudulent activities that have become societal concerns. It also points to a growing awareness among young people about the dangers and unsustainability of illicit wealth acquisition, particularly the consequences it holds for one’s future reputation, legal standing, and personal fulfilment. Several factors may account for the low prevalence of the get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. One major reason is the role of the family and moral upbringing. Many parents and guardians emphasise the value of education and integrity as the proper routes to success, reinforcing the belief that hard work pays off. Religious institutions and cultural traditions in Delta State also serve as strong moral anchors, discouraging fraudulent practices and promoting patience, honesty, and contentment. Schools also contribute through guidance and counselling programmes, civic education, and moral instruction that warn students about the dangers of rapid wealth accumulation. These educational efforts often highlight real-life examples of individuals whose lives were ruined by involvement in internet fraud or other illegal activities, thereby discouraging students from engaging in such practices. Another reason for the low level of the get-rich-quick syndrome may be increasing awareness campaigns by government agencies, non-governmental organisations, and community leaders. Public sensitisation about the implications of cybercrime and related vices has become more prominent in recent years, and students are regularly exposed to media narratives showing the negative consequences of illicit wealth acquisition. This finding aligns with Onianwa et al. (2024), who found that parental upbringing and moral instruction significantly shape students’ values against fraudulent lifestyles. The finding also aligns with Ossai (2025), who found that exposure to religious and cultural teachings in Delta State reinforces patience, hard work, and the pursuit of education as acceptable routes to success, thereby reducing tendencies toward quick wealth acquisition. The finding, however, disagrees with Omorogiuwa and Omorogiuwa (2017), who argued that the widespread societal celebration of wealth, regardless of its source, has contributed to the normalisation of shortcuts to success among young people.
The third finding revealed a significant relationship between peer social comparison and the get-rich-quick syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. This finding suggests that adolescents’ orientation toward wealth acquisition is strongly shaped by how they evaluate themselves against their peers. Peer social comparison often influences adolescents’ sense of self-worth, aspirations, and lifestyle choices. When students perceive their peers as having more material possessions or higher social standing, they may feel pressured to match or surpass them, sometimes resorting to shortcuts to wealth. This dynamic reflects the powerful role of peer groups in adolescent development, where social acceptance and belonging often drive behaviour. The finding implies that peer influence not only affects academic motivation and self-esteem but also shapes materialistic tendencies and orientations toward wealth-acquisition strategies. The relationship between peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome can be more explicitly grounded in Social Comparison Theory. This theory posits that individuals evaluate their abilities, achievements, and social worth by comparing themselves with others. In adolescence, this comparison becomes more intense and consequential. When students perceive peers as materially successful, upward comparison may generate feelings of inadequacy, which can motivate compensatory behaviours, including the pursuit of rapid wealth acquisition. This aligns with adolescent developmental perspectives, particularly risk-taking frameworks (e.g., dual systems model), which argue that adolescents’ socio-emotional systems (peer influence, reward sensitivity) develop faster than cognitive control systems. As a result, peer-driven desires for status and recognition can override long-term reasoning, making adolescents more susceptible to risky or unethical pathways to success. Therefore, the observed significant relationship is not just empirical but theoretically predictable: social comparison acts as a psychological trigger, while adolescent risk propensity provides the behavioural pathway.
The reasons for this relationship are rooted in adolescent developmental psychology. At this stage, students are highly sensitive to peer approval and often measure their success against others. In a society where material possessions are equated with success, peer comparison can create pressure to seek wealth quickly, even though unethical or unsustainable means. Moreover, exposure to peers who glorify material success, flaunt wealth, or endorse shortcuts to prosperity can normalise the get-rich-quick mindset. Conversely, when peer groups promote values such as hard work, academic achievement, and patience, the tendency toward quick wealth accumulation is significantly reduced. This suggests that peer groups serve as both risk and protective factors, depending on the dominant values within the group. This finding aligns with Onoyase and Ebenuwa-Okoh (2018), who observed that adolescents in Nigerian secondary schools who engage in frequent peer comparisons are more likely to develop behaviours aligned with materialism, as social comparison fosters pressure to maintain social status. The finding also agrees with Ering and Sahoo (2023), who noted that peer influence significantly predicts moral orientation, with negative peer influence linked to deviant behaviours, including tendencies toward get-rich-quick practices. The finding, however, is at variance with Omenma and Onuoha (2021), who emphasised that value reorientation programs and positive peer modelling can mitigate the harmful effects of social comparison by redirecting adolescents toward long-term goals.
The fourth finding showed that there is no significant moderating impact of sex on the relationship between peer social comparison and Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. This finding suggests that both male and female students are similarly influenced by peer dynamics in attitudes toward wealth acquisition. In other words, adolescents' tendency to compare themselves with peers and the resulting pressure to match social or material standards affect students regardless of sex. This indicates that peer influence, particularly in the context of social comparison, operates as a strong and universal developmental factor during adolescence, overriding sex-based differences. The finding implies that, in today’s sociocultural environment, male and female students are equally exposed to peer-driven pressures, aspirations, and risks associated with the get-rich-quick mentality. This finding can be understood within the framework of Social Comparison Theory, which posits that the tendency to evaluate oneself in relation to others is a fundamental human characteristic that cuts across sex. In contemporary society, the convergence of gender socialisation—largely driven by shared exposure to social media, popular culture, and modern value systems—has reduced traditional distinctions between male and female adolescents in terms of aspirations, lifestyle expectations, and definitions of success. As a result, both male and female students are similarly exposed to materialistic ideals and are equally likely to engage in upward social comparison when evaluating their social and economic standing. Furthermore, adolescent developmental perspectives, particularly risk-taking frameworks, emphasise that susceptibility to peer approval, reward sensitivity, and identity exploration are common features across sexes during this stage of life. These shared developmental pressures make both male and female adolescents equally responsive to peer-driven influences, including the desire to attain social recognition and material success. Consequently, the absence of a moderating effect of sex indicates that the psychological processes underlying social comparison and the behavioural inclination toward quick wealth acquisition are broadly similar for both groups within the current sociocultural context. This finding aligns with Onoyase and Ebenuwa-Okoh (2018), who reported that peer social comparison significantly predicts materialistic behaviours among adolescents in Nigeria, with no major differences between male and female students. The finding also aligns with Ering and Sahoo (2023), who found that peer influence shapes moral behaviour and aspirations equally across sexes, suggesting that peer dynamics cut across sex differences. The finding is also in line with Omenma and Onuoha (2021), who argued that the pervasive influence of youth culture and media has created shared social pressures among adolescents, making sex less of a determining factor in peer-driven behaviours.
The fifth finding revealed a significant moderating effect of location on the relationship between peer social comparison and the Get-rich-quick Syndrome among senior secondary school students in Delta State. This finding suggests that the extent to which adolescents’ peer-driven evaluations influence their tendency toward quick wealth acquisition differs between urban and rural settings. This implies that the social environment in which students live, and the school, significantly shape how peer pressure and social comparison translate into materialistic tendencies. In urban areas, where students are more exposed to social media, modern lifestyles, and visible displays of wealth, peer social comparison may strongly heighten the desire to engage in get-rich-quick practices. Conversely, in rural areas, where traditional values and closer parental or community monitoring often prevail, the influence of peer comparison on materialistic orientations may be less pronounced. From the standpoint of Social Comparison Theory, the intensity and consequences of social comparison are influenced by the availability and visibility of comparison targets within one’s environment. In urban settings, adolescents are more frequently exposed to diverse lifestyles, social media content, and visible displays of wealth, which increase opportunities for upward comparison and heighten feelings of relative deprivation. This heightened exposure often intensifies the pressure to attain similar levels of material success, sometimes through rapid or unethical means. In contrast, rural environments typically offer fewer comparison stimuli and are often characterised by stronger communal ties, shared value systems, and closer parental or community monitoring, which can buffer the effects of social comparison and discourage deviant pathways to wealth acquisition. Additionally, urban areas tend to exhibit greater socioeconomic disparities, making inequalities more visible and thereby amplifying comparison-driven dissatisfaction and urgency to “catch up.” This aligns with ecological and contextual perspectives of adolescent development, which emphasise that behaviour is shaped not only by individual psychological processes but also by environmental conditions. Therefore, location moderates this relationship because it determines the strength, direction, and behavioural consequences of social comparison, with urban environments amplifying its effects and rural environments mitigating them. This finding supports Onoyase and Ebenuwa-Okoh (2018), who found that peer social comparison had a stronger effect on materialistic behaviours among urban adolescents than among their rural counterparts, largely due to greater exposure to consumerist influences in urban areas. The finding also agrees with Omenma and Onuoha (2021), who emphasised that location plays a significant role in youth value formation, with rural youths demonstrating stronger adherence to communal values that discourage shortcuts to wealth. The finding further agrees with Ering and Sahoo (2023), who highlighted that moral behaviours among adolescents vary across rural and urban settings, with urban students showing greater susceptibility to deviant orientations due to weaker communal monitoring. 
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Based on the findings, it can be concluded that although senior secondary school students in Delta State exhibit generally low levels of peer social comparison and get-rich-quick syndrome, peer social comparison still has a significant positive influence on the tendency toward get-rich-quick behaviour, accounting for about 23% of the variation. Furthermore, while sex does not significantly affect this relationship, location plays a significant moderating role, indicating that environmental context strengthens or weakens the relationship between peer comparison and get-rich-quick tendencies. Based on the findings and conclusions of the study, the following recommendations were made:
1. Guidance counsellors should organise regular seminars to help students critically evaluate peer pressure and develop independent value systems.
2. School counsellors should implement structured interventions such as peer education, group counselling, and cognitive-behavioural strategies to help students manage unhealthy social comparisons and reduce susceptibility to negative peer influence.
3. Integrating financial literacy and ethical decision-making into the school curriculum will help students understand sustainable wealth creation and discourage the appeal of quick-money schemes.
4. Educational stakeholders should design context-specific interventions. Urban schools, in particular, should receive more intensive programmes addressing materialism, media influence, and competitive social environments.
5. Parents and community leaders should be sensitised on their role in shaping adolescents’ financial attitudes. They should discourage materialistic competition and instead reinforce values of patience, discipline, and legitimate means of success.
6. Agencies such as the EFCC should continue and expand school-based awareness campaigns (e.g., Integrity Clubs) to educate students on the legal and social consequences of engaging in cybercrime and other get-rich-quick activities.
7. Schools should expose students to successful individuals who achieved wealth through legitimate and sustained efforts. Mentorship programmes can help reshape students’ perception of success away from shortcuts to realistic career pathways.
8. Teachers and counsellors should be trained to identify early signs of excessive peer comparison or attraction to quick wealth. Early intervention can prevent progression into risky or unethical behaviours.
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