Case Report 
Cytotoxic Lesions of the Corpus Callosum in Typhoid Encephalitis: A Rare Neurological Manifestation
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ABSTRACT 

	Aim: To report a rare case of cytotoxic lesions of the corpus callosum (CLOCCs) associated with typhoid encephalitis and to highlight its reversible radiological nature in infectious encephalopathies.
Presentation of Case: Cytotoxic lesions of the corpus callosum (CLOCCs) are transient MRI abnormalities, most commonly involving the splenium of the corpus callosum, and are associated with infections, seizures, metabolic disturbances, drug toxicity, and autoimmune disorders. Viral infections are the most frequently reported infectious causes. Proposed mechanisms include cytokine-mediated cytotoxic edema and reversible inflammatory injury affecting densely myelinated splenial fibers. Clinically, patients may present with altered sensorium, delirium, encephalopathy, or seizures, often posing a diagnostic challenge. We report a rare case of CLOCCs occurring in a patient with typhoid encephalitis.
Discussion: Typhoid fever caused by Salmonella typhi commonly presents with systemic manifestations, whereas neurological involvement such as encephalopathy is uncommon. The occurrence of CLOCCs in typhoid encephalitis is exceedingly rare and sparsely described in literature. Recognition of this characteristic MRI pattern is important to avoid unnecessary invasive investigations and to support timely diagnosis of the underlying infectious etiology.
Conclusion: CLOCCs should be considered in patients with acute febrile encephalopathy and reversible splenial lesions on MRI. Early recognition and appropriate treatment of the underlying infection are associated with favorable neurological and radiological recovery
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Cytotoxic lesions of the corpus callosum (CLOCCs) are a distinct radiological entity characterized by transient lesions, most commonly involving the splenium of the corpus callosum. These lesions are increasingly recognized with the widespread use of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and are associated with a broad spectrum of conditions including infections, metabolic disturbances, seizures, drug toxicity, and autoimmune disorders. Among infectious causes, viral illnesses such as influenza, rotavirus, mumps, adenovirus, and SARS-CoV-2 have been most frequently implicated [1]. The exact pathophysiology remains incompletely understood, but proposed mechanisms include cytokine-mediated cytotoxic edema, excitotoxic injury, and reversible inflammatory changes affecting the densely packed myelinated fibers of the splenium. Clinically, patients may present with encephalopathy, altered sensorium, delirium, seizures, or other nonspecific neurological manifestations, often creating a diagnostic challenge. Despite their alarming radiological appearance, CLOCCs are generally reversible and tend to resolve completely following treatment of the underlying etiology, with favorable neurological outcomes in most patients [1]. Typhoid fever, is a common infectious disease, but severe neurological complications such as encephalopathy remain relatively uncommon. The occurrence of CLOCCs in association with typhoid encephalitis is exceedingly rare. We report a rare presentation of CLOCCs in a patient diagnosed with typhoid encephalitis, highlighting the importance of recognizing this reversible imaging pattern in atypical infectious encephalopathies.

2. Presentation of case 

A 26-year-old previously healthy male presented with complaints of high-grade fever for five days and multiple episodes of loose stools for one day, followed by progressive decrease in responsiveness, vomiting, and intermittent irritability. The fever was continuous in nature and associated with generalized weakness and poor oral intake. There was no history of seizures, head trauma, blurring of vision, focal neurological deficits, ear discharge, rash, or recent travel. No history suggestive of substance abuse or prior neurological illness was noted. On arrival, the patient appeared toxic, lethargic, and poorly responsive to verbal commands, with a flushed appearance and a “staring look.” His vital signs revealed fever with stable hemodynamic parameters. Neurological examination showed patient in drowsy state, not obeys oral comments, becoming irritable at times with irrelevant verbalization. Neck stiffness was present, and increased tone was noted predominantly in both lower limbs. Deep tendon reflex was 2+ bilaterally, gag reflex was preserved, and bilateral plantar reflexes were flexor.Cranial nerve examination was otherwise unremarkable. No focal motor deficits were identified. Systemic examination showed mild abdominal distension without guarding or rigidity. Initial laboratory investigations (Table 1) demonstrated mild thrombocytopenia and elevated transaminases with AST predominance (AST > ALT), suggestive of systemic infectious involvement. Ultrasonography of the abdomen revealed mild hepatosplenomegaly. In view of the altered mental status and meningeal signs, lumbar puncture was performed. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) analysis showed normal glucose levels and normal protein levels and no significant pleocytosis. CSF viral panel was negative. Serological investigations for dengue (NS1 antigen and IgM antibody) and malaria were negative. Widal test was positive with titres of O: 1:200 and H: 1:400, and IgM typhoid was positive. Blood culture subsequently grew Salmonella typhi, confirming the diagnosis. Chest radiography and echocardiography were unremarkable. Given the persistent neurological manifestations, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the brain was performed. Plain and contrast-enhanced MRI demonstrated a non-enhancing T2/FLAIR hyperintense lesion involving the splenium of the corpus callosum with diffusion restriction (Figure 1), consistent with a cytotoxic lesion of the corpus callosum (CLOCCs). Based on the clinical presentation, microbiological evidence, and characteristic imaging findings, a diagnosis of typhoid encephalitis with associated CLOCCs was established. The patient was initiated on broad-spectrum intravenous antibiotics and supportive care. Over the next three weeks, he showed gradual but marked improvement in sensorium, responsiveness, and neurological status. By the end of treatment, he had regained normal speech and orientation without focal neurological deficits. A repeat MRI brain performed after 21 days demonstrated complete resolution of the splenial lesion (Figure 2), confirming the reversible nature of CLOCCs. The patient was discharged in stable condition without any residual neurological sequelae	Comment by Qaiser Hassan: GCS ??, vitals 	Comment by Qaiser Hassan: What was history based provisional diagnosis ?	Comment by Qaiser Hassan: Obsolete investigations 	Comment by Qaiser Hassan: Kindly specify treatment 












Table 1 - Laboratory investigations
	Investigation
	Values
	Reference ranges

	Complete hemogram 
	TC - 6600 cells/ cubic mm 

PLT - 108,000 / µL

Hb - 11.6 g/dL 
	TC - 4,000 – 11,000 cells/mm³ 

PLT - 150,000 – 450,000 /µL

Hb - 13.5 - 17.5 g/dL

	LFT 
	T. Bilirubin - 0.9 mg/ dL

D . Bilirubin - 0.4 mg / dL 


AST – 163 IU/L ,

ALT - 70 IU/L ,

ALP - 86 IU/L ,
	T. Bilirubin - 0.1 – 1.2 mg/dL

D . Bilirubin - 0.1 – 0.3 mg/dL

AST  - 10 – 40 IU/L , 
ALT - 7 – 56 IU/L
ALP - 35 – 130 IU/L

	USG Abdomen and Pelvis 
	Mild Hepatomegaly

	RFT 
	Urea -  23 mg/dL

Creatinine – 0.7 mg/dL

 Na+ - 136 mEq/L

K+ - 3.7 mEq/L
	Urea - 15 – 40 mg/dL

Creatinine - 0.7 – 1.3 mg/dL 

Na+ - 135 – 145 mEq/L

K+ - 3.5 – 5.0 mEq/L

	CSF Analysis 
	Glucose - 77 mg/ dL 

Protein - 30 mg / dL
	Glucose - 45 – 80 mg/dL
Protein - 15 – 45 mg/dL

	IgM Scrub typhus 
	Negative 

	MSAT
	Negative 

	IgM/ NS1 dengue 
	Negative 

	Widal test
	O - 1:200, H - 1:400
	O < 1:80, H < 1:80

	IgM typhoid 
	Positive

	Blood culture 
	Salmonella typhi growth present 	Comment by Qaiser Hassan: Sensitivity pattern ?? Uncomplicated, MDR,XDR?

	CSF viral panel 

	HSV - PCR 
	Negative

	VZV - PCR 
	Negative

	CMV - PCR
	Negative

	EBV - PCR 
	Negative
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Figure 1 - MRI brain showing T2 non enhancing / FLAIR hyperintensity in splenium of corpus callosum showing diffusion restriction suggestive of CLOCCs 
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Figure 2 - Repeat MRI brain taken after 21 days showing complete resolution of splenial lesion, thereby confirming the reversible nature of CLOCCs



3. discussion

Cytotoxic lesions of the corpus callosum (CLOCCs) have been recognized since the early 1990s and were initially described as transient ovoid splenial lesions seen in patients with epilepsy and antiepileptic drug withdrawal. Even with advances in neuroimaging, their true incidence remains unknown because many cases are likely transient and underdiagnosed [2]. Over time, several terminologies have been used to describe this entity, including mild encephalopathy with reversible splenial lesions (MERS), reversible splenial lesion syndrome (RESLES), transient splenial lesions, and reversible splenial lesions, before the broader term CLOCCs gained acceptance [3]. These lesions characteristically involve the splenium of the corpus callosum, with only occasional involvement of the genu or body [4]. Clinically, patients may present with altered sensorium, behavioral disturbances, delirium, seizures, ataxia, or nonspecific encephalopathic features.  
CLOCCs are associated with a wide range of etiologies including infections, metabolic disturbances, seizures, trauma, autoimmune disorders, and drug toxicity. Among infectious causes, viral infections are the most commonly reported, particularly influenza, rotavirus, adenovirus, and SARS-CoV-2. Bacterial causes are comparatively uncommon, making typhoid-associated CLOCCs particularly rare. The exact pathophysiological mechanism remains incompletely understood; however, current evidence suggests that inflammatory cytokine-mediated injury plays a central role.  Increased levels of pro-inflammatory mediators such as IL-1, IL-6, TNF-α, and glutamate are believed to cause excitotoxic neuronal injury and cytotoxic edema, especially involving astrocytes.  The splenium may be selectively vulnerable because of its tightly packed myelinated fibers, high water content, and increased density of cytokine and glutamate receptors [5]. This mechanism likely explains the characteristic diffusion restriction observed on MRI. Radiologically, CLOCCs appear as non-enhancing T2/FLAIR hyperintense lesions with restricted diffusion in the splenium of the corpus callosum. These lesions are usually transient and demonstrate complete resolution within days to weeks following treatment of the precipitating condition [6].  
In our patient, repeat MRI after treatment showed complete disappearance of the lesion, supporting the diagnosis of CLOCCs and emphasizing the reversible nature of the entity. Recognition of this imaging pattern is clinically important because it may prevent unnecessary invasive investigations and avoid misdiagnosis as ischemia, demyelination, or neoplasia.  
The word typhoid originated from Greek word ‘ typhoides ‘ meaning delirous.This reflects fever and confused state of this disease. Neurological manifestations in typhoid fever are not uncommon, with symptoms such as confusion and headache reported in a substantial proportion of patients. However, severe neurological complications are relatively rare and include encephalitis, cerebellitis, psychosis, myelitis, meningitis, and parkinsonian syndromes [7]. The incidence of CLOCCs in typhoid encephalitis is scarcely reported in medical literature. In our case, the diagnosis was strongly supported by positive serology and blood culture for Salmonella typhi, exclusion of alternative infectious etiologies, characteristic MRI findings, and complete radiological resolution following therapy.  
A similar observation was reported by El Azoudi et al., who described a well-circumscribed lesion in a patient with typhoid fever, which subsequently resolved with treatment, further strengthening the association between typhoid encephalitis and CLOCCs. These reports highlight the importance of considering reversible splenial lesions in patients presenting with enteric fever and acute neuropsychiatric manifestations. Early recognition is especially relevant in endemic regions where typhoid remains prevalent and access to advanced neurological evaluation may be limited. 
Several important differential diagnoses must be considered when evaluating splenial lesions, including acute ischemic infarction, demyelinating disorders such as multiple sclerosis and acute disseminated encephalomyelitis, neoplasms, lymphoma, and metabolic encephalopathies [8].  Careful clinical correlation, microbiological evaluation, and follow-up neuroimaging are essential to establish the diagnosis and demonstrate reversibility. Our case further contributes to the limited literature on typhoid-associated CLOCCs and underscores the need for clinicians to recognize this rare but reversible neuroradiological entity in patients with enteric fever presenting with altered sensorium.  








4. Conclusion

CLOCCs are usually transient and tend to resolve once the underlying cause is identified and treated in time. In the setting of typhoid infection, these lesions are more likely due to a temporary inflammatory or metabolic disturbance rather than permanent structural damage. With early diagnosis, appropriate antibiotics, and supportive care, patients generally recover well, both clinically and on imaging, without lasting neurological deficits.  
This case highlights the importance of thinking of CLOCCs when a patient with typhoid presents with altered sensorium or unusual neurological symptoms. Early neuroimaging can help identify these lesions and avoid unnecessary aggressive interventions. At the same time, recognizing their reversible and self-limiting nature helps guide management and provides reassurance, as the overall prognosis in most cases is good, with complete resolution.  
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