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PART 1 (Importance of the manuscript)


	
	Comments of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript addresses a genuinely important problem for the scientific community because it links transport infrastructure, educational participation, and household economic conditions within one rural analytical frame rather than treating them as separate policy domains. The paper is particularly valuable in showing, at least at the case-study level, that road and bridge accessibility is associated with sizeable differences in school attendance, academic performance, and household income, which makes the topic relevant to scholars in rural development, education policy, and infrastructure studies. 
The manuscript's importance is moderate rather than exceptional. Its strength lies in the policy relevance and the integrated framing of the problem, especially in a rural Zimbabwean context that is often underrepresented in the literature; however, the contribution is constrained by the single-site design, limited generalizability, and a tendency to imply broader causal significance than the evidence can firmly support.

	





PART 2.1 (Objective Publication)

	


	
	Rating of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 

	1. Is the title clear and appropriate for the paper? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory 
	

	2. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory 
	

	3. Are the keywords appropriate and useful?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory 
	

	4. Is the background information of the paper sufficient and well organized?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	1 = Poor N/A, it is not well organized at the level expected for a strong scientific paper. The introduction, literature review, theoretical review, and synthesis sections repeatedly restate the same claims about roads, attendance, performance, and economic development, which makes the background feel diffuse and unnecessarily long rather than cumulative and sharply structured. A better-organized paper would separate these functions more clearly: the Introduction should frame the problem and significance, the Literature Review should synthesize prior empirical findings, the Theoretical Review should only justify the analytical lens, and the Research Gap should be short, precise, and non-repetitive. In its current form, the manuscript shows effort and coverage, but the background needs substantial tightening and restructuring before it can be considered well organized.
	

	5. Are the objectives clearly stated?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	2 = Needs Improvement 1  I would say they are too broad and not sharply formulated. They are presented more as thematic areas than as precise research objectives or research questions, and they are not broken down into clear, operational statements that map tightly onto the variables, hypotheses, and analytical strategy. So the manuscript meets the minimum threshold for clarity, but the objectives need to be rewritten more specifically and rigorously.
	

	6. Is the literature review relevant?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	2 = Needs Improvement  The literature review is relevant to the manuscript’s topic, but it is overly repetitive and insufficiently synthesized. It would benefit from a more selective engagement with prior studies and a clearer distinction between core literature on rural accessibility and peripheral transport studies. I suggest reviewing the following: “Integrating underground line design with existing public transportation systems to increase transit network connectivity: Case study in Greater Cairo” and “Emission reduction calculations for mass rapid transit: theory, methodology, and practical application”.
	

	7. Is the literature review recent?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	8. Is the literature search methodology explained properly? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	9. Is the Critical analysis of literature done?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	10. Is Identification of research gaps/future directions done ?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	11. Are the conclusions logically arrived?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	12. Are the limitations of the paper discussed?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	13. What is the Quality of references (i.e. from peer reviewed authentic sources)
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	

	14. Is the manuscript written in clear and understandable language?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	3 = Satisfactory
	











































PART 2.2 (Subjective Evaluation)

	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Is the title of the article suitable?

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? 

If your answer is NO, please provide clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
(YES or NO)

(If yes, kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)

	No
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