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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript if revised can provide insight on how to strengthening emergency preparedness in hospitals
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Add the exact name of the hospital to the title
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Name the exact hospital in which the study was contacted, stating “a government-owned hospital in Imo State
” is not sufficient.
Have an introductory statement on emergency preparedness and response, (what is it, why is it relevant in this study)
Move this to methodology, “Emergency training, logistics, planning, surge capacity, and triage system were adopted to evaluate emergency preparedness, while promptness and responsiveness were used to measure emergency response”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The abstract needs to be revised as suggested above
Introduction: 
Name the exact hospital 

Provide citation to this, “Therefore, effective assessment of readiness of a hospital to external crises is important and it requires evaluation of some factors such as capacity to assess and treat large number of patients, effective management of contaminated patients, recognition and management of hazards associated with bioterrorism, protection of workers and patients, and ensuring continuity of everyday emergency care. Improving emergency response of hospitals, the management must have a safety policy, emergency response procedure and detailed evacuation plan to the people at different emergencies based on the design and layout of their locations such as buildings, roads, staircases, roofs, open landscape and the people available for response during an emergency” 

This is outdated and old information, use current data, “Emergency situations, either caused by humans or nature, pose danger to people, properties and environment, resulting in psychological damage, physical injuries, significant economic losses and even death (Shirali et al., 2016). United Kingdom Department of Communities and Local Governments (UK-DCLG, 2015) stated that, there were about 212,500 emergency incidents during 2013-2014, which caused about 322 deaths and more than 9,700 casualties. Karter, (2016), reported about 15,925 injuries, 3,240 deaths, and $11.5 billion costs of property damage caused by 1.24 million emergency situations in 2013. According to National emergency preparedness and response Association, (NEPRA) (2017), in United States, public hospitals and fire departments responded to 1,319,500 emergency cases in 2017, with a slight decrease of 2% from the previous year. It was estimated that every 24 seconds, an emergency department of hospitals or fire-service in the United States responds to an emergency situation somewhere in the nation. An emergency situation occurs in a structure at the rate of one every 63 seconds, and at home, emergency situation occurs every 88 seconds. Seventy-seven percent (77%) of all emergency-related deaths occurred in the home, a decrease of 4% compared to 2016. Home fires emergencies were responsible for 10,600 civilian injuries, or 72% of all civilian injuries, in 2017. An estimated $23 billion in property damage occurred as a result of emergency fire situations in 2017. An estimated 22,500 structure fires were intentionally set in 2017, an increase of 13% over the year before. In developing worlds unlike in the developed countries, most of the fire incidents occurred in private homes, public buildings, warehouses, markets, sawmills and filling stations (Osaro, 2013)” 

Check your text and provide citation for, “In addition, inadequate emergency preparedness could result to the loss of trust in authorities, expose patients and healthcare workers to risks, and result in severe social consequences”
Materials and Methods:
Deploy a scientific way of determining your sample size, out of 2685 population of study, calculate your sample size. What you have indicate in 2.5 Sample size determination is your sampling procedures not sample size determination

Indicate the actual number of sampled Doctors, pharmacists, lab-technicians, nurses
Check the hospital previous data on the number of emergency victims attended to, this will help you come up with sampling frame which you have to subject to sample size determination formula. again, what you have here is sampling procedure not sample size determination

In 2.6 Nature or Type of Data, do not mention “other relevant information sources” but name them since you have already conducted this research. 

In 2.7 Method and Instrument of Data Collection, be consistent and clearly indicate which type of questionnaire you used for quantitative data, remember qualitative data can also be collected from questionnaires
The author needs to check his/her language, own your research and avoid using third party language
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most of the references are old, the author needs to use current relevant references (Not older than 5 years)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	There is not proper grammar
The author(s) needs to check his/her language, own your research and avoid using third party language

The author(s) can seek assistance from English expert
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