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PART 1 (Importance of the manuscript) 

	
	Comments of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This is an interesting article focused on solving a limitation in the propagation of guava affected by a soil fungus. 
It should be considered that such high IBA treatments could cause somaclonal variation not only in physical parameters (shoots, roots, rooting), for which references on the future use of cytogenetic or molecular methodologies should be included. This does not detract from the article's value, but it should be mentioned.

	





PART 2.1 (Objective Evaluation)

	
	Rating of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 

	1. Is the title clear and appropriate for the study? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	4
	

	2. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	3. Are the keywords appropriate and useful?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	4
	

	4. Is the background information of the paper sufficient and well organized?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3 
 It is mentioned that Uttar Pradesh is one of the leading guava-producing states, with an area of ​​approximately 30.488 million hectares and an annual production exceeding 54 lakh metric tonnes. Review and confirm the information on the cultivated area of ​​guava in Uttar Pradesh with a non-anonymous source.

The fungus-nematode *Nexus* can cause havoc for guava production. It is important to include references on this topic here.

Check spelling.


	

	5. Are the research objectives/hypotheses clearly stated?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	6. Is the literature review relevant and up to date?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	2
	

	7. Is the research methodology appropriate for the study?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	8. Were ethical issues properly addressed (if applicable)?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	N/A
	

	9. Are the results presented clearly? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	2
	

	10. Are tables and figures clear, relevant, and necessary?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3    Table 2 is not referenced in the text.

In Table 1, insert the CV% for the ANOVA of each parameter and separate the means using Tukey's test at the 5% level.
In Table 2, insert the CV% for the ANOVA of each parameter, and if the means are significantly different, separate them using Tukey's test at the 5% level
	

	11. Does the discussion relate findings to existing literature?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	2
Leafy shoot cuttings, a common propagation method, can induce somaclonal variation due to the use of highly differentiated tissue (leaves), stress from sterilization/wounding, and high concentrations of PGRs (like auxins). References on this topic should be included, especially regarding the use of callus from leaves, showing the pros and cons.

How many times was the experiment repeated?

Can the differences in differentiation parameters (roots) be attributed to somaclonal variation? Discuss.

Regarding the statement "exogenous application of auxins played a pivotal role in the rooting process of vegetative propagules," it would be important to include references to other fruit tree species supporting this claim.

A treatment of 1000 ppm with IBA is considered very high and possibly promoting somaclonal variation. This topic should be discussed and references on other fruit species shown where IBA is used at that concentration or similar.

	

	12. Are the conclusions supported by the data?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3   
The article would clearly benefit from including photos in sections 4.1 and 4.2.

	

	13. Are the limitations of the study discussed?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	14. Are the references relevant and sufficient (in number)?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	4
	

	15. Is the manuscript written in clear and understandable language?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	spelling
	





PART 2.2 (Subjective Evaluation)

	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Is the title of the article suitable?

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	Require calculation of CV% and mean separation by TUKEY 5%.
The issue of somaclonal variation may be included and references supporting or not the findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? 
(YES or NO)

If your answer is NO, please provide clear suggestion for improvement.
	Yes
	

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
(YES or NO)

(If yes, kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)

	No
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