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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into upland rice–soybean intercropping systems, highlighting improved land use efficiency, productivity, and farmer income. It contributes to sustainable agriculture by identifying optimal crop combinations. The study is particularly important for smallholder farming systems, offering practical solutions to enhance yield stability and resource utilization under rainfed conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally clear and relevant, accurately reflecting the study’s focus on intercropping optimization. However, it could be more specific by including key variables such as “competitive indices” or “land use efficiency.” Suggested title: “Optimizing Upland Rice–Soybean Intercropping for Enhanced Productivity, Resource Use Efficiency, and Farmer Income.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative and covers objectives, methods, and key findings. However, it is lengthy and somewhat repetitive. It should be condensed, avoid duplication, and clearly state the research gap and significance. Including a brief conclusion and simplifying statistical details would improve clarity and readability for a broader scientific audience. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Revise the abstract to remove repetition, shorten sentences, and clearly highlight the research gap, methodology, key results, and conclusion in a concise manner.

· Improve language quality throughout the manuscript by correcting grammatical errors, sentence structure, and typographical mistakes to enhance readability and professionalism.

· Ensure consistency in terminology, units, and abbreviations (e.g., LER, ATER, REY) and define all abbreviations at first use.

· Reorganize the results section to avoid redundancy and present findings more clearly with proper interpretation linked to objectives.

· Improve clarity of tables and figures by standardizing formatting, captions, and ensuring all data are clearly explained in the text.

· Strengthen the discussion by comparing findings with recent literature and explaining the scientific significance of results more critically.

· Add a concise and impactful conclusion summarizing key findings, practical implications, and future research directions.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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