Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	International Journal of Plant & Soil Science 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_IJPSS_155232

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Optimizing Upland Rice-Soybean Intercropping for Enhanced Productivity and Farmer Income

	Type of the Article
	Original Research Article


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study provides useful insights into rice–soybean intercropping, highlighting its potential to enhance land-use efficiency and farm profitability under upland conditions. The multi-season evaluation and use of competitive indices add practical and scientific value. Overall, it contributes to sustainable intensification strategies relevant to smallholder systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and reflects the core objective of the study. However, it could be refined to: “Enhancing Productivity and Profitability of Upland Systems through Rice–Soybean Intercropping.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but somewhat dense and repetitive. It would benefit from clearer structuring, reduced duplication, and inclusion of key quantitative findings and broader implications. Minor grammatical refinement is also needed.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is largely scientifically sound, with appropriate experimental design and use of standard agronomic indices. However, some methodological descriptions and statistical interpretations require clearer presentation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally adequate and include relevant studies, though inclusion of a few more recent (last 3–5 years) high-impact articles on intercropping and system productivity would strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is understandable but needs moderate editing for grammar, clarity, and conciseness to meet scholarly standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is valuable and well-structured, but clarity, language polishing, and reduction of redundancy especially in the abstract and discussion will significantly improve its overall quality.
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