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	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research is particularly significant for the scientific community as it quantifies how these specific amendments improve soil structure, porosity, and water retention capacity. These improvements are vital factors for ensuring food security in arid areas prone to irregular rainfall and extreme temperatures. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes the title follows standard scientific conventions.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	To improve its scientific impact, I suggest adding a brief opening sentence that explicitly states the problem of soil degradation in the Hadjer-Lamis region to better frame the study's importance. While the abstract lists raw data, it would be more effective to include specific quantitative results or percentage increases in water retention capacity to demonstrate the magnitude of the amendments' impact. Additionally, mentioning the controlled experimental conditions, such as the 30 °C temperature and 48% relative humidity used in the climatic chamber, would provide necessary context for the drying kinetics results. Conversely, I recommend deleting the specific names of the laboratories (LASEP and BUNASOL) and the total area of the region (31.426 km²), as these details are more appropriate for the (Materials and Methods) section and their removal would allow more space for highlighting the most significant agronomic findings.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	One minor point for the authors to verify is the date mentioned in the text (March 2025); since the current date is February 2026, this is technically a past event, but if the paper was written earlier, it might have been intended as a future projection or a typo for 2024. Overall, the manuscript is a robust scientific contribution that accurately applies experimental techniques to address soil fertility challenges.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is generally adequate and thematically relevant, but it would benefit from the inclusion of some recent, high-quality studies on organic fertilization and soil/plant responses to better situate the manuscript within current literature. I recommend adding the following recent articles:

Assessment of Chickpea (Cicer arietinum L.) Growth and Yield Component by Application of Local Granular Organic Fertilizer, Peat and Inorganic Fertilizer: Comparative Study. Kurdistan Journal of Applied Research, 4(2), 195–205.

https://doi.org/10.24017/science.2019.2.19
https://doi.org/10.59665/rar4306 (please add full bibliographic details as per journal style).

These papers deal with organic fertilization, soil/media properties, and crop response, and are methodologically and conceptually aligned with the current work on organic amendments and their impact on soil properties and plant performance. Including them would strengthen the discussion and help connect the present findings to broader work on organic inputs and yield/soil-function improvement.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, However, there are a few areas where minor improvements would enhance the overall flow and precision:

There are occasional minor slips in subject-verb agreement and article usage (The amendment of these soils... increased their water retention capacity is correct, but some sentences in the results section could be more concise). Some sentences in the Introduction and Discussion are quite long. Breaking these into shorter, more direct statements would improve readability for an international audience. While the meaning is always clear, some phrases could be refined to sound more natural in a high-impact journal (for example, changing (enjoys a Sahelian type climate to is characterized by a Sahelian-type climate). Ensure that all units and chemical symbols are consistently formatted (e.g., ensuring superscripts for ions like Ca2+Ca2+ and Mg2+Mg2+ are consistent across all tables).


	

	Optional/General comments


	Addressing these minor points will ensure the work is as impactful as possible for both the scientific community and local agricultural stakeholders.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	The authors have included a formal (COMPETING INTERESTS DISCLAIMER) on page 11, explicitly stating that they have (no known competing financial interests OR non-financial interests OR personal relationships that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper)

	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	No
	


	PART  3: Declaration of Competing Interest of the Reviewer:



	Here reviewer should declare his/her competing interest. If nothing to declare he/she can write “I declare that I have no competing interest as a reviewer”
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	Guideline
	MARKS of this  manuscript

	Give OVERALL MARKS you want to give to this manuscript 

( Highest: 10  Lowest: 0 )

Guideline: 

Accept As It Is: (>9-10)

Minor Revision: (>8-9)

Major Revision: (>7-8)

Serious Major revision: (>5-7)

Rejected (with repairable deficiencies and may be reconsidered): (>3-5)

Strongly rejected (with irreparable deficiencies.): (>0-3)
	8
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