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	The manuscript still presents methodological and conceptual limitations that need to be addressed.
1. Use of outdated epidemiological data in the introduction. HIV epidemiological data from 2020, despite the availability of more recent reports and estimates.
2. Conceptual inconsistency in the introduction. The introduction still focuses largely on treatment adherence, whereas the primary outcome of the study is treatment discontinuation / loss to follow-up / retention in care.
3. Misalignment between the objective and the methodology. The stated objective cannot be fully achieved with the analytical approach currently presented.
4. The current analysis does not adequately allow the identification of factors associated with treatment discontinuation.
5. Absence of a comparison group. Without a comparison group (e.g., patients retained in care), it is difficult to establish which factors are actually associated with treatment discontinuation.
6. Insufficient description of variable measurement. Several factors discussed in the manuscript (e.g., social support, stigma, socioeconomic conditions) are not clearly defined in the methods section. It remains unclear how these variables were measured or extracted from the medical records.
7. Interpretation of findings. Some interpretations in the discussion appear stronger than what the data can support given the descriptive nature of the analysis. Conclusions should be presented with greater caution.
Overall comments: The manuscript appears to have been constructed around a conceptual narrative that is not adequately supported by the methodological framework presented. In its current form, the methodology does not reflect the stated objectives of the article, nor does it provide sufficient analytical support for the results and conclusions presented.
A substantial methodological reconstruction is required. The manuscript should include a clearer and more transparent description of the statistical analysis, including how variables were defined and measured, the characteristics of the study population, and the analytical approach used. Additionally, appropriate statistical methods should be implemented to properly evaluate factors associated with treatment discontinuation


	


Reviewer Details

Luis Eduardo del Moral Trinidad, Hospital Civil de Guadalajara "Fray Antonio, Mexico

Created by: EA
Checked by: ME
Approved by: CEO

Version: 1.5 (4th August, 2012)


