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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This issue among people living with HIV is highly significant, as it may have multiple consequences. However, this manuscript presents several methodological concerns that must be addressed before the data and conclusions can be adequately considered
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No, the article title does not adequately reflect the content or the outcome variables. I cannot suggest a new title, as the objective of the article needs to be redefined
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The structure is appropriate; however, the content needs to be reworked in alignment with the overall manuscript.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	No, is not. I believe the manuscript is addressing a different topic than originally stated. Adherence and the way it was measured are not fully explained, and the covariates and their measurement are not clearly presented. Adherence and retention represent distinct phenomena which, although often related, need to be formally distinguished when being analyzed. Additionally, the conclusions appear to be stronger than what the analysis can support.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references appear to be appropriate; however, the way they are used for comparison is not. It seems that the results from these references are being used to support findings that are not actually demonstrated by your data
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, it is 
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the manuscript needs to clearly define the primary variable of interest. The authors appear to combine adherence and retention (or loss to follow-up), which are not synonymous, although both are components of attrition. The analysis conducted does not allow for conclusions regarding association or the strength of any potential relationship. The methodology requires substantial clarification to specify what is being measured, how and when it was measured, and how the analysis was performed. Additionally, sensitivity analyses should be considered.
Adherence can be measured either directly or indirectly, yet neither approach is adequately described in the Methods section. I recommend the use of a formal reporting checklist, such as STROBE, to improve the transparency and quality of reporting for this type of observational study.
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