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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This is a great-quality manuscript with a significant scientific contribution that shows clarity in the study process. From the abstract, it is evident that this paper aims to study the factors associated with low adherence to antiretroviral therapy, which is crucial for effective therapeutic outcomes. On the other hand, non-adherence is a public health issue that undermines program effectiveness, increases hospitalization, and raises healthcare costs. The author did justification by conducting a retrospective study, analyzing 134 medical records of patients who abandoned ART between 2017 and 2021 at Patrice Lumumba Health Center. And thereby analyzing data using standard statistical tools (SPSS), which in turn yield new insights into different strategies that can be used for promoting retention and adherence to antiretroviral therapy, improving patients’ quality of life, and public health as a whole. The fact that this study helps to understand the factors that cause ART abandonment and suggests the need for differentiated strategies to reduce ART abandonment makes it valuable as a scientific contribution and for public health in general. With some minor adjustments, as mentioned throughout the comments, this manuscript should be of great importance to the scientific community.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title is precise and good for scholarly communication.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The background section is well written, clear, objective, precise, and concise.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is scientifically backed up, as it comes with a clear research question proposing, "This study aims to identify the factors associated with low adherence to antiretroviral therapy (ART) among patients treated at the Patrice Lumumba Health Center." And the above is justified by a stepwise explanation in the manuscript from the materials and methods to the results and discussion, with backed-up references to justify the scientific value of the paper. The conclusions are well explanatory and informative with appropriate scientifically backed-up references and statements of the result/outcomes of the study: "The results indicate that ART discontinuation is a multifactorial phenomenon, influenced by social, economic, cultural, and organizational aspects rather than solely by geographic proximity or frequency of meals," and proffering possible solutions based on the available data: "This underscores the need for differentiated retention strategies, including active follow-up, psychosocial support, flexible scheduling, community-based delivery models, and confidential and welcoming care environments." Although the manuscript needs a little tweaking, as stated in the comments. Overall, the manuscript has good scientific reliability.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent enough, and the URL/DOI are consistent. But kindly cross-check the year of publication of this "Sankar, U. V., Lipska, K., Mini, G. K., Sarma, P. S., & Thankappan, K. R. (2015). The adherence to medications in diabetic patients in rural Kerala, India. Asia Pac J Public Health, 27(2), NP513–523. https://doi.org/10.1177/1010539513475651" article; I found this: Sankar UV, Lipska K, Mini GK, Sarma PS, Thankappan KR. The Adherence to Medications in Diabetic Patients in Rural Kerala, India. Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health. 2013;27(2):NP513-NP523. doi:10.1177/1010539513475651
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments

	Acknowledgement 
 
Though it is not mandatory, acknowledging the health centre who participated in this study should be considered. 
The "n" in this paragraph is a typo; kindly correct it. "n Uganda, in Mbarara and Kampala, interviews with people living with HIV showed that food insecurity led many patients to miss recommended doses, delay ART initiation, or discontinue treatment. The main reasons included: ARVs increasing hunger and causing more intense side effects when taken without food; fear of taking medication on an empty stomach; having to choose between spending money on food or on transportation/healthcare; and fatigue from heavy labor, which caused them to forget doses (Weiser et al., 2010)."
This paragraph should start with uppercase, not lowercase "upward trend in treatment dropout until 2019 coincides with patterns observed in other African contexts, where the rapid increase in the number of ART patients was not matched by a proportional strengthening of follow-up mechanisms, community support, or active tracking of losses (Joaquim et al., 2023)."
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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