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	Comments of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	The manuscript presents a well-structured study on the isolation, production, purification, and characterization of a pectinase-producing fungal strain identified as Aspergillus niger. The work is timely and relevant, particularly in the context of utilizing agro-waste resources for the production of industrially important enzymes.
The authors have successfully demonstrated the isolation of a potent pectinase producer from vegetable waste dumpyard soil, highlighting an eco-friendly and cost-effective approach for enzyme sourcing. The use of submerged fermentation (SmF) for enzyme production is appropriate and aligns with standard industrial practices.
The purification strategy, including ammonium sulfate precipitation followed by dialysis and gel filtration using Sephadex G-100, is systematically carried out and well presented. The identification of a distinct protein band of approximately 60 kDa using SDS-PAGE adds credibility to the purification process and confirms the enzyme’s molecular characteristics.
The biochemical characterization of the purified exopectinase is another strong aspect of the study. The determination of optimal pH (6.0) and temperature (40°C), along with stability assessment, provides valuable insights into the enzyme’s functional properties. Additionally, the evaluation of metal ion effects, particularly the activation by KCl and inhibition by FeCl₃ and CoCl₂, enhances the applicability of the findings for industrial processes.
Overall, the study contributes meaningful data to the field of enzyme biotechnology and demonstrates the potential of Aspergillus niger as an efficient source of exopectinase. The manuscript is scientifically sound, and the results are clearly aligned with the study objectives.
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	1. Is the title clear and appropriate for the study? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
    4
	

	2. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	3. Are the keywords appropriate and useful?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	4. Is the background information of the paper sufficient and well organized?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
4
	

	5. Are the research objectives/hypotheses clearly stated?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
4
	

	6. Is the literature review relevant and up to date?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
4
	

	7. Is the research methodology appropriate for the study?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	8. Were ethical issues properly addressed (if applicable)?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	9. Are the results presented clearly? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	10. Are tables and figures clear, relevant, and necessary?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	11. Does the discussion relate findings to existing literature?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	12. Are the conclusions supported by the data?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	3
	

	13. Are the limitations of the study discussed?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	14. Are the references relevant and sufficient (in number)?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	

	15. Is the manuscript written in clear and understandable language?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	
3
	





	Editorial Comments (This section is reserved for the comments from journal editorial office and editors):


	
	Author’s Feedback

	


The manuscript presents a valuable and well-executed study on the isolation, production, purification, and characterization of a pectinase-producing fungal strain identified as Aspergillus niger. The research is relevant and highlights the effective utilization of vegetable waste as a sustainable source for industrial enzyme production.The authors have clearly demonstrated the screening and selection of a potent pectinase-producing strain, and the use of submerged fermentation (SmF) is appropriate for enzyme production. The purification process, including ammonium sulfate precipitation, dialysis, and gel filtration using Sephadex G-100, is systematically carried out and provides reliable results. The identification of a 60 kDa protein band through SDS-PAGE further supports the successful purification of the enzyme.The biochemical characterization of the purified exopectinase is well presented, with clear determination of optimal pH (6.0) and temperature (40°C), along with stability studies. The analysis of metal ion effects, particularly the enhancement by KCl and inhibition by FeCl₃ and CoCl₂, adds practical significance to the findings.

Overall, the study contributes useful insights into enzyme biotechnology and demonstrates the potential of Aspergillus niger as an efficient source of exopectinase. The manuscript is scientifically sound and suitable for publication with minor revisions for language clarity.
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