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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript highlights areas for focused intervention by providing insights on the degree of gender awareness, prejudice, and equality perceptions among Filipino college students. It improves awareness of how demographic variables affect attitudes and knowledge about gender, guiding educational and policy initiatives. The study provides a theoretical foundation for promoting critical consciousness on gender issues since it aligns with Paulo Freire's Consciousness-Raising Theory (Critical Pedagogy).
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title somewhat captures the essence of the study; however, the methodology is not explicit. See the suggestion.

Gender Awareness, Discrimination, and Equality Among Higher Education Students in the Philippines: An Empirical Assessment. This title stresses the empirical nature of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is structurally sound, as it effectively summarises the study's purpose, theoretical framework, methodology, key findings, and recommendations. Improvements are suggested on the right column.

To increase its relevance, the abstract might be enhanced by clearly stating the findings' practical implications for educational practice and policy. The abstract’s impact could also be increased by adding a succinct comment on the importance or originality of the study. There are no significant changes required; however, a small addition to highlight the study's contribution would be advantageous.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript  is accurate from a scientific standpoint. To assess awareness levels on gender issues, it uses suitable research techniques, including stratified random sampling, a quantitative-descriptive survey design, and statistical analysis like t-tests and ANOVA. Its scientific rigour is further reinforced by the use of validated instruments, ethical considerations, and transparent findings presentation. The discussion also demonstrates a solid theoretical and empirical foundation by connecting findings to pertinent literature.

While the statistical tests seem to be appropriately used and interpreted in terms of significance, the lack of impact size measures raises the possibility that the study may not be entirely thorough. Effect sizes would improve the findings' interpretability and robustness.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The document's references cover a wide range of recent studies, mostly from 2017 to 2025, demonstrating an attempt to include contemporary research. Notably, sources like Kim (2022), Hodgin & O'Connor (2021), and Genner & Sánchez (2017) offer up-to-date viewpoints on gender issues, media effects, and institutional resistance to gender equality. Currency is further demonstrated by the inclusion of current papers up till 2024, such as Sruthi (2024) and Upulwehera et al. (2024).

However, think about adding more recent and varied sources to bolster the reference base and guarantee thorough coverage of contemporary changes, particularly in areas like gender awareness assessment, institutional policies, and societal norms. Here are a few more suggestions:

1. Recent systematic reviews or meta-analyses (from 2020 onward) that synthesise findings on gender awareness and attitudes in educational settings. 

1. Global or regional reports from reputable organisations such as UNESCO, UN Women, or the World Bank that address trends in gender perceptions and policies in education:

- UNESCO (2021). Global Education Monitoring Report: Gender equality in education.

- UN Women (2023). Progress of the World’s Women Report.

1. Recent empirical studies on gender law awareness and perception, particularly from Southeast Asian contexts, to deepen regional relevance:

- Lao, K., & Nguyen, T. (2023). "Gender perceptions and legal awareness among university students in Southeast Asia." Journal of Asian Studies in Education.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	In accordance with academic standards, the writing is cohesive, unambiguous, and suitably formal. The sentences are coherent, and the technical terms pertaining to education and gender studies are appropriately employed.

However, a few small adjustments could improve professionalism and clarity, like:

Keeping terms consistent (e.g., "gender laws" vs. "gender-related laws").
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

None
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