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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important issue related to Value Added Tax (VAT) administration and taxpayer compliance behavior in a developing country context. The study contributes to the existing literature by examining the challenges faced by local tax authorities and taxpayers in Negele Town, Oromia Regional State, Ethiopia. Understanding the institutional and behavioral factors affecting tax compliance is essential for improving tax administration efficiency and strengthening public revenue systems. Therefore, the study has potential value for policymakers, tax authorities, and researchers interested in fiscal policy, tax compliance, and public financial management in developing economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title clearly reflects the main focus of the study and accurately describes the key variables investigated in the research. However, it may benefit from slight refinement to improve clarity and conciseness.

Suggested alternative title: “Challenges of Value Added Tax Administration and Taxpayer Compliance: Evidence from Negele Town Revenue Authority, Ethiopia”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract generally summarizes the purpose and context of the study. However, it could be improved by including the following elements: A clearer statement of the research methodology; Key empirical findings; Specific policy implications. Including these elements would make the abstract more informative and aligned with academic standards.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript presents a relevant research problem and follows a logical structure. The research design appears appropriate for the objectives of the study. However, some methodological aspects could be clarified further, particularly regarding: the sampling technique, the size and representativeness of the sample, the statistical methods used in the analysis. Providing additional methodological detail would strengthen the scientific rigor of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used in the manuscript are generally relevant to the research topic. However, the literature review could benefit from including more recent international studies on VAT compliance and tax administration. Adding newer references from the last 5–7 years would improve the academic relevance and strengthen the theoretical framework.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally understandable, but the language requires minor editing for grammar, clarity, and academic style. Several sentences could be improved for better readability and precision. Professional language editing is recommended before final publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the manuscript addresses a relevant and timely topic in public finance and tax administration. With improvements in the methodology description, literature review, and language quality, the paper could make a useful contribution to the field. The study may also benefit from a deeper discussion of policy implications and recommendations for improving VAT compliance in similar institutional contexts.
The manuscript addresses a relevant topic and presents useful findings. However, minor improvements in the literature review, methodological clarity, and language quality are recommended before publication.
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