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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The problem of financial stability in commercial banks is highly crucial, particularly in emerging nations like Nigeria where macroeconomic volatility and structural banking reforms greatly affect systemic stability. Examining firm-level determinants, market power, and interest rate dynamics contributes to the literature on banking resilience and regulatory policy. The study has possible policy implications for regulators such as the Central Bank of Nigeria and for stakeholders concerned with financial system soundness. However, extensive clarification of methodological foundations is required before the work may make a meaningful scientific contribution. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Firm-Level Determinants, Market Power, Interest Rate Dynamics, and Financial Stability of Deposit Money Banks in Nigeria

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract describes the major variables but lacks important methodological clarity. Specifically: 
 It does not explicitly specify the data source(s). 

 The time span of analysis is not provided. 

 The econometric technique employed is not fully described. 

 The operationalization of financial stability is unknown.
The abstract should briefly include the dataset (e.g., annual reports, CBN database, panel data), sample size, temporal coverage, estimation technique, and key measurement proxies.  

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	At present, there are severe methodological difficulties that must be addressed: 

1. Data Source 

   The document does not clearly state: 

    Where the data were collected (CBN, NDIC, yearly reports, World Bank, etc.). 

    The sample size (number of banks). 

    The time period covered. 

    Whether the dataset is balanced or unbalanced panel data. 

   Without this information, the empirical analysis lacks transparency and reproducibility. 

2. Operationalization and Measurement of Variables 

   The text fails to properly clarify how core variables were measured.  Specifically: 

    How is financial stability operationalized? 

    How is market power measured? 

    How are firm-level factors defined?  

How is interest rate specified?

   A separate section clearly explaining variable definitions, formulas, and anticipated indications is required. 

3. Econometric Specification 

   The model formulation is not sufficiently justified.  The manuscript should: 

    Present the functional model clearly. 

    Justify model choice (Fixed Effects versus Random Effects ). 

    Report diagnostic tests (Hausman test, multicollinearity, heteroskedasticity, serial correlation). 

    Address potential endogeneity concerns (particularly between market power and financial stability). 

Until these concerns are rectified, the empirical validity of the study remains unclear. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript mentions important literature but requires: 
 More recent empirical studies (post-2020) on banking stability in emerging markets.  Majorly nigerian lieratures for more contextual backing and literature acceptance.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	 Professional proofreading is required for grammaticalcorrections and structural dacceptance
	

	Optional/General comments


	Methodology Section is required as it should expressly contains 

Data source and sampling techniquies, sample size and methods of data collections, operationalizations and measurements of variables which without these factors, the work lacks empirical transparency. 

The manuscript addresses an interesting topic but suffers from major methodological inadequacies, specifically regarding data sources, operationalization of variables, and econometric transparency. These errors are repairable but need considerable reorganisation of the methodology section and input of nigerian context ciataions as its majorly lacking in the article.. 
See Attachment
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