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Influence of plant growth regulators on growth dynamics and capsule traits of small cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum L. Maton)




ABSTRACT 

	A field experiment was conducted at the Cardamom Research Station, Pampadumpara, Kerala during 2023–2025 to evaluate the influence of plant growth regulators (PGRs) on growth and capsule traits of small cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum L. Maton). The experiment was laid out in a randomized block design with 14 treatments and three replications. Treatments comprised gibberellic acid (GA₃), naphthalene acetic acid (NAA), benzyl adenine (BA) and 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) at different concentrations along with controls. Growth parameters such as panicle length and internodal length were significantly influenced, with GA₃ 250 ppm recording superior values. Capsule traits including capsule length, width and number of seeds per capsule were also significantly affected. NAA 60 ppm recorded higher seed number and capsule width, while GA₃ 250 ppm recorded maximum capsule length. Quality parameters such as percentage of bold capsules were not significantly influenced. However, capsule weight and size-related attributes showed variation among treatments, indicating differences in capsule development and filling.The study demonstrates that plant growth regulators influence growth and capsule traits in small cardamom, with responses varying based on the type and concentration of the regulator.
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Small cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum L. Maton), belonging to the family Zingiberaceae, is one of the most important high-value spice crops cultivated in India. The crop is valued for its aromatic capsules, which are widely used in culinary, pharmaceutical and cosmetic industries. The commercial quality of cardamom is largely determined by capsule size, shape and seed content, which are influenced by physiological processes governing growth and assimilate partitioning (Ravindran, 2002; Zachariah and Korikanthimath, 2002).
Plant growth regulators (PGRs) play a significant role in modifying plant growth and development by regulating cellular processes such as division, elongation and differentiation (Rademacher, 2015). Gibberellins are known to promote elongation of plant organs, while auxins enhance reproductive development and assimilate translocation, thereby improving sink strength. Cytokinins, on the other hand, are involved in cell division and enlargement. In small cardamom, application of growth regulators such as gibberellic acid (GA₃) and 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) has been reported to influence panicle elongation and fruit development (Pillai and Kumari, 1964), while naphthalene acetic acid (NAA) has been shown to improve growth and reduce premature capsule drop (Kumar, 1986). Similar responses have also been reported in spice crops like black pepper and vanilla, where plant growth regulators influenced spike and fruit characteristics (Kumar et al., 2002; Shivakumar et al., 2008).
Despite the recognized role of plant growth regulators in improving growth and reproductive performance in horticultural crops, information on their influence on growth dynamics and capsule traits of small cardamom under high range conditions remains limited. In this context, the present study was undertaken to evaluate the influence of different plant growth regulators on growth parameters and capsule traits of small cardamom. The findings of the study are expected to provide insights into the role of plant growth regulators in modifying growth behaviour and capsule characteristics.

2. material and methods 

2.1. Experimental site and plant material
The experiment was conducted at the Cardamom Research Station, Pampadumpara, Kerala (9°45′ N latitude, 77°10′ E longitude, 1100 m above MSL). Three year old plants of small cardamom variety ‘Green Gold’ were used.

2.2 Experimental design and treatment details
The experiment was laid out in a randomized block design with 14 treatments and three replications, each experimental unit consisting of six plants. The treatments consisted of different plant growth regulators and their concentrations, namely: 
· T₁ – Gibberellic acid (GA3) 150 ppm
· T₂ – Gibberellic acid (GA3) 200 ppm
· T₃ – Gibberellic acid (GA3) 250 ppm 
· T₄ – Naphthalene acetic acid (NAA) 20 ppm
· T₅ – Naphthalene acetic acid (NAA) 40 ppm
· T₆ – Naphthalene acetic acid (NAA) 60 ppm 
· T₇ – Benzyl adenine (6-BAP) 25 ppm, 
· T₈ – Benzyl adenine (6-BAP) 50 ppm, 
· T₉ – Benzyl adenine (6-BAP) 75 ppm, 
· T₁₀ – 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) 2 ppm
· T₁₁ – 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) 4 ppm, 
· T₁₂ – 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) 6 ppm, 
· T₁₃ – Planofix 10 ppm 
· T₁₄ – Water spray (absolute control).
Growth regulators were applied as foliar sprays at 45–50 day intervals, with a total of six applications during the experimental period. Observations on growth parameters (panicle length, internodal length, number of panicles) were recorded at different stages following successive spray applications, while capsule traits and capsule size and weight attributes (capsule length, capsule width, seeds per capsule, percentage of bold capsules, number of capsules per 100 g and 100 capsule weight) were recorded at each harvest. The data obtained from different harvests were pooled and mean values were computed for statistical analysis. The experimental data were subjected to analysis of variance (ANOVA) appropriate for randomized block design, and statistical analysis was carried out using GRAPES software.

3. results and discussion
3.1 Growth response to plant growth regulators
Growth parameters of small cardamom were significantly influenced by the application of plant growth regulators. Panicle length exhibited a progressive increase with successive spray applications, with GA₃ at 250 ppm (T₃) recording higher values during later stages of observation (Table 1). The differences among treatments were non-significant during initial stages but became significant after the third spray, indicating a cumulative effect of growth regulator application. This response can be attributed to enhanced cell elongation and expansion mediated by gibberellins (Sponsel & Hedden, 2010). Similar observations were reported in small cardamom by Pillai and Kumari (1964) and in black pepper, where GA₃ application increased spike length (Kumar et al., 2002).
Internodal length also showed a similar trend, further reinforcing the role of gibberellins in longitudinal growth (Table 2). This may be associated with GA-induced degradation of DELLA proteins, which removes growth repression and promotes cell elongation (Sun, 2011). Comparable findings have been reported in soybean and French bean, where GA₃ enhanced stem elongation primarily through internodal expansion (Shan et al., 2021; Noor et al., 2017).
In contrast, the number of panicles (Table 3) did not show significant variation among treatments at any stage of observation, although slight numerical differences were observed across treatments, indicating limited response of this parameter to exogenous growth regulator application.
3.2 Capsule development and reproductive traits
Capsule traits were significantly influenced by plant growth regulator application (Table 4). The number of seeds per capsule increased under auxin treatments, with NAA at 60 ppm (T₆) recording higher values in the mean. Auxins are known to enhance sink strength and facilitate mobilization of photosynthates towards developing reproductive structures, thereby improving seed formation (Taiz & Zeiger, 2017). Similar responses have been reported in chilli and tomato, where NAA application increased seed number through improved fruit development (Kumar & Vatsa, 2015; Paikra et al., 2022).
Capsule length was highest under GA₃ 250 ppm, reflecting the role of gibberellins in promoting cell elongation during fruit development (Srivastava & Handa, 2005). Comparable increases in fruit length have been reported in black pepper and vanilla under GA₃ application (Kumar et al., 2002; Shivakumar et al., 2008).
Capsule width, on the other hand, was higher under NAA 60 ppm (T6) and BA 25 ppm (T7) treatments, indicating the role of auxins and cytokinins in enhancing cell division and expansion. Increased fruit girth under auxin application has been reported in chilli (Anbarasi & Venkatraman, 2022), while cytokinin-induced increases in fruit diameter have been observed in black pepper and vanilla (Nirankar et al., 2024; Shivakumar et al., 2008).
3.3 Capsule size and weight attributes

Percentage of bold capsules was not significantly influenced by treatments, suggesting that capsule size distribution is relatively stable and may be governed more by genetic and environmental factors than by PGR application.
However, number of capsules per 100 g and 100 capsule weight exhibited a clear inverse relationship. Lower number of capsules per 100 g under NAA 60 ppm indicates the production of larger and heavier capsules, which is further supported by higher 100 capsule weight under the same treatment. This reflects improved assimilate partitioning and enhanced sink strength under auxin application.
Auxins play a key role in regulating source–sink relationships by promoting translocation of assimilates towards developing fruits, thereby improving fruit size and weight (Taiz & Zeiger, 2017). Similar increases in fruit weight under NAA application have been reported in chilli (Anbarasi & Venkatraman, 2022; Nirankar et al., 2024).
The complementary behaviour of these parameters provides strong evidence that PGRs influence capsule development primarily through modulation of assimilate allocation rather than altering size distribution.





Table 1. Effect of plant growth regulators on length of panicle (cm) of small cardamom

	Treatment
	45 days after 1st spray
	45 days after 2nd spray
	45 days after 3rd  spray
	45 days after 4th  spray
	45 days after 5th  spray
	45 days after 6th spray

	T1
	35.66
	40.78
	73.33ab
	92.33ab
	93.00abc
	97.22abc

	T2
	37.78
	48.56
	54.61c
	78.67abc
	93.67ab
	104.22ab

	T3
	46.33
	52.78
	81.00a
	101.11a
	111.11a
	114.56a

	T4
	42.34
	50.33
	58.67bc
	70.55bcd
	77.67bcd
	81.11bcd

	T5
	41.22
	52.22
	56.44c
	58.89cd
	68.11cde
	70.22de

	T6
	41.67
	53.78
	58.00bc
	61.77cd
	73.67bcde
	79.83bcd

	T7
	35.00
	46.56
	54.33c
	57.56cd
	72.55bcde
	77.22cde

	T8
	35.34
	37.90
	48.56c
	52.11d
	62.00de
	69.67de

	T9
	41.45
	50.11
	56.67c
	58.33cd
	65.11de
	69.99de

	T10
	41.44
	53.45
	58.44bc
	61.67cd
	73.22bcde
	75.83cde

	T11
	36.89
	43.06
	47.55c
	56.67cd
	63.22de
	66.33de

	T12
	31.00
	38.67
	43.11c
	51.33d
	59.00de
	63.67de

	T13
	39.44
	40.22
	46.00c
	55.33d
	57.22de
	59.07de

	T14
	36.11
	37.78
	42.55c
	51.33d
	52.11e
	54.61e

	C.D (P=0.05)
	NS
	NS
	16.44
	22.54
	25.51
	24.42

	SEm (±)
	 4.49
	 4.36
	5.65
	7.75
	8.78
	8.39

	C.V.
	20.09
	16.38
	17.59
	20.72
	20.83
	20.83























































Table 2. Effect of plant growth regulators on internodal length of panicle (cm) of small cardamom

	Treatment
	45 days after 1st spray
	45 days after 2nd spray
	45 days after 3rd  spray
	45 days after 4th  spray
	45 days after 5th  spray
	45 days after 6th spray

	T1
	2.31
	2.89
	3.61
	4.16
	5.57a
	6.28a

	T2
	2.23
	2.67
	3.66
	4.49
	5.31ab
	6.39a

	T3
	2.40
	3.00
	3.99
	4.11
	4.48bcde
	4.99b

	T4
	2.58
	2.89
	3.22
	4.44
	4.74abc
	4.49bc

	T5
	2.93
	3.67
	3.67
	3.77
	4.11cdef
	4.15bc

	T6
	2.31
	2.89
	2.97
	3.55
	3.61def
	4.05bc

	T7
	2.76
	2.28
	3.44
	4.55
	4.61abcd
	4.72bc

	T8
	2.40
	3.00
	3.11
	3.55
	3.94cdef
	4.05bc

	T9
	2.49
	3.11
	3.22
	4.22
	4.12cdef
	4.27bc

	T10
	2.11
	3.11
	2.49
	3.49
	3.66def
	3.89bc

	T11
	2.14
	2.67
	2.89
	3.33
	3.49ef
	3.67c

	T12
	1.87
	1.99
	2.44
	3.22
	3.74cdef
	3.83bc

	T13
	2.22
	2.33
	2.67
	3.05
	3.89cdef
	4.22bc

	T14
	2.45
	2.55
	2.67
	3.49
	3.44f
	3.61c

	C.D (P=0.05)
	NS
	NS
	NS
	NS
	1.038
	1.22

	SEm (±)
	0.27
	0.35
	0.47
	0.46
	0.36
	0.42

	C.V.
	20.06
	21.66
	25.94
	20.84
	14.75
	16.24



Table 3. Effect of plant growth regulators on number of panicles

	Treatment
	45 days after 1st spray
	45 days after 2nd spray
	45 days after 3rd  spray
	45 days after 4th  spray
	45 days after 5th  spray
	45 days after 6th spray

	T1
	19.00
	20.33
	19.00
	23.33
	23.33
	24.00

	T2
	17.33
	17.67
	17.00
	21.33
	22.67
	25.00

	T3
	21.33
	21.33
	20.67
	23.67
	23.67
	23.67

	T4
	18.67
	19.33
	18.33
	23.33
	31.33
	34.33

	T5
	23.67
	23.33
	22.00
	32.00
	33.33
	33.67

	T6
	22.67
	29.00
	28.00
	34.67
	35.00
	39.67

	T7
	20.67
	30.00
	28.33
	30.67
	32.33
	34.00

	T8
	17.67
	17.00
	16.33
	25.00
	27.67
	28.00

	T9
	24.00
	25.33
	24.33
	24.33
	25.33
	25.33

	T10
	21.67
	22.00
	19.00
	23.00
	27.00
	29.67

	T11
	22.00
	23.33
	21.33
	23.33
	27.67
	28.00

	T12
	20.00
	21.00
	19.33
	24.00
	24.00
	25.33

	T13
	17.67
	18.33
	17.00
	20.00
	23.67
	26.67

	T14
	15.00
	17.67
	17.33
	23.00
	23.00
	25.00

	C.D (P=0.05)
	NS
	NS
	NS
	NS
	NS
	NS

	SEm (±)
	4.54
	5.39
	4.58
	5.27
	5.42
	5.66

	C.V.
	39.14
	42.78
	38.54
	36.33
	34.58
	34.11




Table 4. Effect of plant growth regulators on capsule development and physical attributes of small cardamom (mean of four harvests)

	Treatment
	Number of seeds/ capsule
	Percentage of bold capsules (>7 mm)
	Capsule length (mm)
	Capsule width (mm)
	Number of dry capsules per 100 g
	100 fresh capsule weight (g)

	T1
	14.27i
	49.807
	16.03cdef
	12.46d
	650.08a
	80.42d

	T2
	18.51cde
	64.190
	16.71abc
	13.96abc
	553.33cdef
	88.09abcd

	T3
	17.42efg
	66.305
	17.19a
	14.23ab
	614.75ab
	81.79d

	T4
	16.79gh
	56.725
	15.84def
	13.48bc
	609.58ab
	83.25cd

	T5
	17.99def
	65.062
	16.19bcde
	13.99abc
	572.33bcde
	87.79abcd

	T6
	21.27a
	73.062
	16.77ab
	14.51a
	506.50f
	94.14a

	T7
	19.52bc
	71.230
	16.44bcd
	14.45a
	518.58ef
	94.11a

	T8
	16.39gh
	56.672
	16.08cdef
	13.68abc
	582.67bcd
	84.22bcd

	T9
	18.05def
	63.335
	16.32bcde
	13.85abc
	541.00def
	91.11abc

	T10
	20.29ab
	68.765
	16.46bcd
	14.27ab
	526.17ef
	91.85ab

	T11
	19.16bcd
	61.092
	16.45bcd
	13.94abc
	564.50bcde
	90.75abc

	T12
	17.12fgh
	60.126
	16.29bcde
	13.86abc
	598.92abc
	85.17bcd

	T13
	16.47gh
	53.562
	15.69ef
	13.37bcd
	614.42ab
	81.89d

	T14
	15.99h
	49.330
	15.40f
	13.07cd
	651.50a
	79.86d

	C.D (P=0.05)
	1.17
	NS
	0.69
	0.92
	56.19
	8.30

	SEm (±)
	0.40
	5.50
	0.24
	0.32
	19.33
	2.86

	CV 
	3.93
	15.53
	2.52
	3.98
	5.78
	5.70




4. Conclusion

Plant growth regulators exerted distinct effects on growth and capsule traits of small cardamom. Gibberellins were effective in promoting elongation of reproductive structures, while auxins significantly enhanced capsule development and filling. Capsule size distribution remained largely unaffected, indicating limited influence of PGRs on grading characteristics. The study highlights the differential physiological roles of growth regulators in modifying growth dynamics and capsule traits in small cardamom
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