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Abstract
Forensic accounting is as old as corporate irregularities. Initially, this work was handled by accountants and auditors, but as the complexities increased, a new specialized field was required to detect and control fraudulent activity. Forensic accounting is a combination of skills required to investigate financial and non-financial fraud in organizations. The present study applies bibliometric analysis (RStudio) using the Scopus database from 1969 to 2026 to examine the trends and patterns of research in the area of forensic accounting. This bibliometric analysis aims to delineate the evolutionary trajectory of academic discourse within forensic accounting, identifying key thematic shifts, prominent authors, influential publications, and collaborative networks that have shaped the field over the specified period. The results indicate a paradigm shift from traditional accounting to digital forensics. The research on forensic accounting is expanding from United States to Southeast Asia. The findings also reveal that internal control plays a dominant role to combat financial crimes.
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1. Introduction
Forensic accounting is a specialized field that combines accounting, auditing, and investigative skills to uncover financial fraud and irregularities. It has gained increasing prominence in recent years due to heightened regulatory scrutiny and the growing complexity of financial transactions(Lakshmi & Menon, 2016; Mazumder, 2011)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. Every organization audits its financial reports, but sometimes, even after due care, audit reports reveal some red flags. Here, the role of forensic accountant comes to investigate the activities using analytical methodologies to identify whether these constitute mistakes or fraudulent acts. Forensic accountants are appointed when authorities identify suspicious activity(Friedrich, 2021)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Forensic accounting's goal is to detect fraud, gather evidence, and provide advice on fraud prevention(Afriyie et al., 2022; Enofe et al., 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D. The demand for forensic accounting has surged due to corporate scandals and https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3Deconomic crimes that erode public trust and inflict substantial financial losses on companies(Jain & Lamba, 2020; Dearden, 2015)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The integration of forensic accounting techniques into conventional auditing practices offers preventive measures against corporate failures and helps mitigate financial leakages(Rehman & Hashim, 2018)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. This proactive strategy ensures the stability and long-term sustainability of businesses by identifying and addressing vulnerabilities before they escalate into major issues(Imoniana & Silva, 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D. Forensic accountants play a crucial role in litigation support services, offering expert testimony and analysis to assist in legal proceedings(Akyel, 2012; Oyedokun, 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Moreover, their expertise is vital in investigative accounting, where they employ advanced analytical techniques to trace illicit financial flows, identify hidden assets, and provide comprehensive reports that support legal and regulatory actions(Bhasin, 2013; Mert, 2022)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The rise in financial crimes across both the private and public sectors has propelled forensic accounting into the spotlight, highlighting its critical role in maintaining financial integrity and accountability(Dada & Jimoh, 2020; Abiola & Adisa, 2020)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The increasing complexity of global financial transactions and the rise in fraud cases across sectors have heightened the importance of forensic accounting in ensuring the transparency and accountability of financial statements(Munandar & Honggowati, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Forensic accounting involves applying accounting knowledge and legal skills to resolve issues in a court of law(Kiflee et al., 2022)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. It includes not only unearthing fraud but also documenting it with all supporting documents(Simeunović et al., 2016)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. The forensic accountant must collect the necessary documents to support or refute a claim, review related documents to conduct a preliminary examination of the case and identify weaknesses, assist with the interrogation of witnesses, and formulate questions regarding financial matters(Enofe et al., 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D. A study found that 39% of organizations had identified the need for a forensic accountant(Polycarp, 2019)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Forensic accounting plays a pivotal role in today's financial environment by aiding in the detection, prevention, and investigation of financial crimes(Ellili et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. It is essential to strengthen forensic accounting institutions and increase the use of their services in the public sectors of developing nations to combat financial crime effectively(Kasum, 2009)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=.
Forensic accountants are increasingly vital in today's business environment, tasked with preventing and uncovering fraud, identifying occupational and financial statement fraud, and providing support in legal mattershttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Forensic accountants can serve in a variety of roles, including the prevention and detection of civil and criminal fraud, measuring economic damages in litigation, valuing business or intangible assets, and testifying as an expert in courts of law(Crain et al., 2017)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. The application of big data techniques and psychological intuition has further enhanced the accuracy of fraud detection, enabling forensic accountants to identify and prevent technology-based fraud, such as money laundering, financial statement manipulation, and cybercrime(Munandar & Honggowati, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. As sophisticated technology becomes more readily available and financial transactions become more complex, the need for forensic accountants is expected to continue rising, underscoring their vital role in protecting financial systems(Daraojimba et al., 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. The role of forensic accounting is also associated with local government, experiential learning, and the balanced scorecardhttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%. Furthermore, the forensic accountant is an expert witness and is legally bound by the current litigation system(Kiflee et al., 2022)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The skills required of forensic accountants extend beyond traditional accounting expertise, encompassing critical thinking, deductive analysis, problem-solving, analytical proficiency, investigative flexibility, and effective communicationhttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=.
These specialized skills enable them to navigate complex financial landscapes, uncover unauthorized financial practices, and provide admissible evidence in legal proceedingshttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. These professionals are instrumental in deciphering intricate financial data, often leveraging advanced analytical tools and a deep understanding of financial regulations to expose illicit activities(Hossain et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D. The increasing sophistication of financial crimes, often facilitated by technological advancements, necessitates that forensic accountants continually update their skills, particularly in areas such as data analytics and artificial intelligencehttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The integration of artificial intelligence into forensic accounting marks a significant advancement, enabling the analysis of large datasets to identify anomalies and fraudulent patterns that may elude conventional auditing methods(AL-RAGGAD & Al-Raggad, 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. This technological integration enables more efficient and accurate detection of financial misconduct, thereby enhancing the overall efficacy of fraud-detection mechanisms(Đukić et al., 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. This continuous evolution necessitates a dynamic approach to the field, where practitioners must remain abreast of both technological advancements and the shifting landscape of financial malfeasance. The demand for ongoing adaptation stems from the insufficiency of professional accountancy training alone to address control deficiencies and the escalating risk of fraudulent activities, particularly when acting as an expert witness in legal contexts(Oyedokun, 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. This insufficiency underscores the imperative for continuous professional development and specialized education, enabling forensic accountants to effectively counteract the evolving tactics of financial perpetrators(Ozili, 2015)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. Moreover, the need for accounting experts in litigation has become crucial, particularly in regions such as the United States and Canada, where new litigation requirements emphasize the importance of objective, sound expert opinions from forensic accountants(Kiflee et al., 2022)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. This necessitates robust educational frameworks and professional bodies to regulate the standards of practice and ethical codes, ensuring forensic accountants are well-prepared to detect and prevent fraudhttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The burgeoning field of forensic accounting research reflects a growing academic interest in addressing complex financial crimes, thus necessitating comprehensive bibliometric analyses to map its evolving landscape and identify research gaps(Ellili et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. These analyses provide a quantitative assessment of scholarly literature, revealing publication trends, key authors, influential institutions, and prominent research themes, which is essential for understanding the developmental trajectory of forensic accounting as a discipline(Munandar & Honggowati, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. This approach enables a comprehensive mapping of disciplinary growth, identifying interdisciplinary connections and emerging areas, such as the application of administrative law in digital forensic contexts(AL-RAGGAD & Al-Raggad, 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Specifically, bibliometric studies on forensic accounting often use software RStudio (Biblioshiny) to visualize keyword co-occurrences, authorship networks, and journal citations, thereby revealing dominant research themes and the evolution of sub-fields(Kurniawan et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Such analyses are critical for academics and practitioners alike, offering insights into established research fronts and highlighting under-served areas requiring further investigation, such as the ontological distinction between fraud risk and actual fraud eventshttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D.
The relevance of forensic accounting and fraud detection is increasing. To this end, it is necessary to raise awareness among organizations. Much research has been conducted in this field, and it continues to be expandedhttps://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The trend in forensic accounting publications is one parameter by which a researcher can identify research areas and gaps. Similarly, the relevance and key topics of the publications can assist stakeholders and policymakers in framing strategies to prevent and detect fraudulent activities. The research objectives of the study are:
1) To analyze the rise in interest in the field of forensic accounting from 1969 to 2026.
2) To identify the leading authors, affiliations, and countries contributing to forensic accounting research.
3) To determine the dominant areas of forensic accounting.
4) To map the conceptual structure and intellectual landscape of forensic accounting through co-occurrence and co-citation analyses.
5) To identify the trends in the forensic accounting discipline.
2. Review of Literature
A review of the literature helps identify existing gaps and provides a basis for further inquiry. The traditional accounting system is unable to protect the public’s interest due to loopholes in the legal system and insufficient internal controls; therefore, there is an urgent need for regulatory reforms(Affès & Sardouk, 2016; Campa et al., 2023; Free, 2015; Kumar, 2025; Macc & Al-Adeem, 2022; Sari & Muslim, 2023; Vorster & Nwosu, 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%%%2B%%. Organizations need to identify whistle-blowers and the motive behind the fraud to protect themselves from retaliation. Some studies identify the essential skills of forensic accountants, such as problem-solving, distinctive thought processes, investigative methods, and experience(Prabowo, 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. Studies have explained forensic accountants' working skills and personal attributes. Forensic accounting and corporate investigation navigate situations of misconduct while maintaining a balance between professional objectivity and commercial interests(Bhasin, 2013; Mert, 2022; Popoola et al., 2014; Rashid, 2023; Suleiman & Ahmi, 2018; Tapanjeh & AlTarawneh, 2020; Williams, 2006; Winfield & Roberts, 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%%3D. The primary drivers of fraudulent activity are inadequate corporate governance and poor organizational culture, which can severely affect an organization, resulting in financial strain and social pressure. Therefore, the use of forensic accounting services can help detect and curb fraudulent activities such as account falsification and cash theft(Enofe et al., 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. These services also encompass legal support, providing expertise in judicial proceedings and contributing to a more transparent and accountable financial system(Agboare, 2021; Airout et al., 2024; Alshira’h & Lutfi, 2023; Alshurafat et al., 2021; Anghel & Poenaru, 2023; Denhere, 2023; Ellili et al., 2024; Mittal et al., 2021; Munandar & Honggowati, 2025; Oyedokun, 2022; Tapanjeh & AlTarawneh, 2020)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%. There are many forensic accounting theory for practitioners and academicians that elucidates techniques for detecting fraud in financial statements and assists in accounting and non-accounting decision-making. The major factors that influence the number of fraud cases are governance, global competitiveness, and institutional determinants(Gaffaroglu & Alp, 2024; Hanifah, 2024; Máté et al., 2019; Nawawi & Salin, 2018; Roshanpoor et al., 2024; Sadaf et al., 2018; Shanikat & Aldabbas, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%. Fraud is a threat to a country's economic development. The major corporate frauds, such as Enron's, leading to shareholders experiencing $74 billion in losses and to bankruptcy; these frauds, often referred to as 'Crimes in numbers' and 'Crimes in amount,' causing significant financial damage and economic losses(Kulmie et al., 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. Therefore, there is a critical need to integrate technology and digital data analysis into forensic accounting education to address the growing complexity of financial crimes in information technology environments(Pearson & Singleton, 2008)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. Analytical techniques, such as Benford’s Law and digital-based tests, can be used to identify anomalies and fraudulent patterns in large datasets. Continuous monitoring programs can detect financial errors, behavioral changes, and potential tax evasion. Emerging technologies, such as data mining, electronic confirmations, neurocriminology, and advanced handwriting analysis techniques, can help combat sophisticated financial crimes. The fraud triangle framework is also a superior and effective measure for assessing asset misappropriation risks for both accounting and non-accounting majors.

3. Research Methodology
The present study employs a comprehensive bibliometric analysis using articles from the Scopus database, covering the period from 1969 to 2026, to systematically map the intellectual structure and evolution of forensic accounting research. Bibliometric analysis is a quantitative technique for examining publication trends,, influential authors, prominent institutions, key topics, and leading journals(Kumar, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The method offers a robust framework for identifying knowledge gaps and future research directions(Afriyie et al., 2022)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The Scopus database was used as the primary platform, as it provides comprehensive coverage of peer-reviewed literature, ensuring a broad and representative sample of global research in forensic accounting(Shahana et al., 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The search for research papers used the string: TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "Forensic Accounting"  OR  "Forensic Audit"  OR  "investigation accounting"  OR  "financial statement fraud" )  AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA ,  "COMP" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA ,  "SOCI" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA ,  "ECON" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA ,  "BUSI" ) )  AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ar" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "cp" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ch" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "re" ) )  AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( PUBSTAGE ,  "final" ) )  AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( SRCTYPE ,  "j" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( SRCTYPE ,  "p" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( SRCTYPE ,  "k" ) )  AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( LANGUAGE ,  "English" ) )  AND  (  LIMIT-TO ( OA ,  "all" ) ).  The data were exported using inclusion and exclusion criteria, including only published articles in English and open-access sources. Finally, 770 articles were exported and stored in CSV format to use in RStudio (Biblioshiny) across all streams to identify trends and patterns in forensic accounting, considering single authors, international co-authors, keywords, and average citations per document. The data were collected on 7 March 2026.
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Figure 1: PRISMA Model for screening of Scopus dataset
Source: Researchers own based on Scopus database

The process began with a comprehensive search in the Scopus database, yielding 1,045 documents. Scopus was selected for its extensive coverage of high-impact accounting and auditing journals. The figure outlines five filtering stages designed to remove irrelevant or low-quality data:
1. Subject Area (n=949): Excluding 96 documents narrowed the scope to relevant fields such as Business, Management, Accounting, Economics, Computer Science and Social Science. This approach maintains focus on the "interdisciplinary intersection" of financial investigation and technology.
1. Document Type (n=904): Excluding 45 documents allowed focus on Articles, Conference Papers, Book Chapters, and Reviews. This step prioritizes peer-reviewed research over editorials or notes, ensuring the "intellectual rigor" of the findings.
1. Publication Stage & Source (n=833): Excluding 13 "Articles in Press" and 58 non-standard sources ensures the data reflects finalized, published research from reputable journals and proceedings.
1. Language (n=818): Restricting the analysis to English is a common bibliometric pra-Language. Limiting the analysis to English is a standard bibliometric practice to maintain a "unified linguistic baseline" for keyword co-occurrence and thematic mapping.
1. Interpretation: This choice is significant. While it reduced the dataset from 818 to 770, it narrows the study to research highly accessible to the global academic community.
1. Data Integrity: A sample size of 770 is considered "highly representative and statistically robust" for a bibliometric study, providing sufficient data points to generate complex networks in Biblioshiny.
The figure 1 demonstrates methodological transparency. It shows that the results are not a random collection of papers but a "curated dataset" refined for quality with 770 documents, placing the study in a strong position compared to other bibliometric works in this field, which often range from 400 to 1,000 documents. 
4.1 Results and Discussions
Figure 2 describes the dataset collected from Scopus for the period 1969–2026. The dataset comprises 770 documents, 436 sources, and 1,749 authors.
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Figure 2: Description of data 
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

4.1.1 Publication Trend
The analysis of publication trends reveals a dynamic evolution in forensic accounting, reflecting the increased academic interest and diversification of research over time. The line chart shows the number of documents by year. The annual number of documents (y‑axis) over publication year (x‑axis, 1969–2026) is minimal until the mid‑1990s, then gradually increases, rising sharply after 2015, peaking near 2025. This growth underscores the field's increasing relevance for addressing financial complexities and fraud detection across various economic sectors(Munandar & Honggowati, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D.
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Figure 3: Documents published over the years
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio.

4.1.2 Documents by Subject Area and Type
Further examination of document distribution by subject area reveals the multidisciplinary nature of forensic accounting, highlighting its intersections with various academic disciplines and practical applications.
[image: ]
Figure 4: Documents by Subject Area
Source: Processed Scopus data

Figure 4 reflects the share of retrieved documents from the Scopus database. Business, Management, and Accounting accounts for the highest percentage of publications (30.5%), followed by Economics and Econometrics at 21.7%. Social Sciences contribute 15.3% to research, and Computer Science contributes 8.3%.
This interdisciplinary engagement highlights the expanding scope of forensic accounting beyond traditional financial audits, integrating computational methods and behavioral sciences to address complex financial crimes(Ramadhan et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D. The increasing contributions of computer science and the social sciences further indicate a shift towards technologically driven forensic methodologies and an understanding of human behavioral aspects contributing to financial malfeasance(Al-Raggad et al., 2025; Grosu et al., 2022)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. This multidisciplinary integration is critical for developing robust frameworks for fraud prevention and investigation, especially given the emergence of advanced technologies such as data analytics and cyber forensic accounting(Haddad et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. Such advancements necessitate a collaborative research paradigm between auditing professionals and computer scientists to effectively leverage digital forensic technologies within investigative frameworks(Ramadhan et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D.
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Figure 5: Documents by Type
Source: Processed Scopus data

Figure 5 shows that articles are the primary format for disseminating research in forensic accounting, comprising 73.9% of the total documents. Conference papers and book chapters are 9.7% and 9.0%, respectively. The high percentage of articles indicates that forensic accounting is gaining global academic attention(Airout et al., 2024; Kumar et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Moreover, other publication types, such as conference papers, book chapters, and reviews, reflect the multidisciplinary growth of forensic accounting(Kiflee et al., 2022; Munandar & Honggowati, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D.
As Figure 4 indicates, forensic accounting intersects with other disciplines such as economics and econometrics, the social sciences, and computer science, which is significant for such investigations, as investigators require a diverse set of skills, including analytical and critical thinking, as well as digital forensic skills, to detect fraudulent activity(Akkeren et al., 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D%3D.

4.1.3 Documents Per Year by Source
The line graph in Figure 6 indicates the number of documents per year (y‑axis) for the top five journals, i.e., Journal of Financial Crime, Issues in Accounting Education, Auditing, Journal of the International Academy for Case Studies, and Managerial Auditing Journal, from 1994 to 2026. The Journal of Financial Crime (Blue line) appears to have a spike in publication in 2022, reaching a peak of 6 documents. Similarly, journals such as Issues in Accounting Education (maroon line) and Journal of the International Academy (purple line) showed significant increases in 2011 and 2015, respectively, reaching 6 documents each. This suggests that these journals provide a foundational base for next-generation academics.
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Figure 6: Documents per year by source
Source: Processed Scopus data 

The patterns in Figure 6 reflect the paradigm shift in the discipline of forensic accounting. The rising number of publications in the Journal of Financial Crime in recent years indicates that global professionals and academics are focusing on more complex economic crimes, such as embezzlement and financial statement fraud(Afriyie et al., 2022; Zenzerović & Šajrih, 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The variety of journals in forensic accounting, including those from social science, computer science, and economics, signals that forensic accounting is not only a core pillar of auditing but has become an interdisciplinary field in the modern business environment(Rehman & Hashim, 2018)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%2B%%3D%3D.

4.1.4 Documents by Country
The bar chart in Figure 7 shows the top countries contributing to global productivity in forensic accounting research. As the bar chart indicates, the United States and Indonesia show a strong presence with 221 and 110 published documents, respectively.
[image: ]
Figure 7: Documents by Country
Source: Processed Scopus data 

The United States' dominance as an intellectual leader in document contributions can be traced back to the US Treasury's innovative investigative techniques(Grosu et al., 2022; Saha et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%. Moreover, the US also provides a base for research by academicians and professionals through developed financial markets and legislative frameworks such as the Sarbanes-Oxley Act(Ajayi-Nifise et al., 2024) https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D..... .   The high rankings of Indonesia and Malaysia reflect a strong push by their governments to integrate forensic accounting into university curricula to prepare the next generation of accountants and to strengthen corporate governance and internal control to prevent fraud. However, the contributions of emerging economies like China, India, and Nigeria are expanding the field's boundaries by promoting financial transparency, protecting stakeholders' interests, and reducing digital crime(John-Oti, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=.

4.1.5 Three-Field Plot
Figure 7 illustrates a Three Field Plot, also known as a Sankey Diagram. The plot shows the intellectual connections among three key elements: Cited References (CR) on the left, authors (AU) in the middle, and Authors' Keywords (DE) on the right. The thickest line indicates the strongest relationship. The cited references and Authors on the left side give an intellectual foundation to modern research, as research by Jensen M.C. and Kranacher M.J. is cited by most active authors, Nawawi A., and Salin A.S.A.P. Jensen and Kranacher’s research is centered on corporate governance and the fraud triangle theories, so it can be inferred that academics and professionals are focusing on corporate governance and the fraud triangle to reduce financial irregularities in organizations(Solikhah & Cahyaningtyas, 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D%3D.
[image: ]
Figure 8: Three Field Plot
Source: Processed Scopus data with R Studio

The middle column of most prominent authors, such as Nawawi A., Salin A.S.A.P., and Othman R., acts as a knowledge bridge between the traditional forensic accounting approach and the modern approach. The right corner shows the core research themes of the top authors. The keywords “Fraud” and “Internal Control” have the largest nodes, suggesting they are prominent themes. The other emerging areas include “Whistleblowing”, “Corruption”, “Governance”, and “Fraud Triangle”. The country of Malaysia is also prominent among the keywords, which shows the authors’ geographical concentration of research.




4.1.6 Most Relevant Sources
The chart below represents the most relevant sources of publications. The Journal of Financial Crime (33) has the highest contribution because its core purpose is to investigate fraudulent transactions to detect and prevent legal violations.
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Figure 9: Most Relevant Source
Source: Processed Scopus data with R Studio

The contribution of journals like Issues in Accounting Education ranks second, with 28 documents, focusing on paradigms in the literature. The Managerial Auditing Journal represents the proactive contribution (23), which focuses on internal controls and auditing standards(Kumar et al., 2021)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. The inclusion of reputable journals, i.e., Auditing, the Journal of Accounting Education, and the Journal of Business Ethics, indicates the broader scope of the research(Panigrahi et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D.

4.1.7 Bradford’s Law
Figure 10 represents the core sources according to Bradford’s Law. Bradford’s Law is used to identify the core sources of documents for high-impact literature. As the chart shows, the field of forensic accounting is growing globally. The Journal of Financial Crime is the primary source for approximately 33 articles, followed by Issues in Accounting Education, with approximately 28 articles.
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Figure 10: Bradford’s Law 
Source: Processed Scopus data with R Studio
In the chart, it is clear that a few core journals account for the majority of the discourse on forensic accounting. Additionally, the chart’s long tail on the right indicates that many journals contribute only one to two articles, but the scope of forensic accounting extends beyond its specialized fields, i.e., Accounting and Finance.

4.1.8 Source Local Impact
Table 1 indicates the top 10 journals' local impact based on productivity and influence. The Journal of Financial Crime has the highest publication count. H-Index and G-Index are critical metrics that measure the quantity and citation impact of publications(Nash-Stewart et al., 2012; Patra et al., 2006)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The higher the H-Index and G-Index, the greater the research's impact(Nash-Stewart et al., 2012)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The M-Index assesses a journal's influence from its first publication(Nash-Stewart et al., 2012)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The highest M-Index value indicates an increasing influence(Guida, 2018)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The Journal of Financial Crime began publication in 1997; the M-Index reflects its consistent and prolific contributions to this field.

Table 1: Source Local Impact
[image: ]
Source: Processed Scopus data with RStudio.

Despite having fewer publications (9), the journal Auditing, established in 1998, has the highest total citations (781). This indicates that the research published by this journal is highly influential and serves as a foundational reference for other researchers. The oldest journal, since 1993, Managerial Auditing Journal maintains its long-term presence with H-Index (13) and G-Index (23), M-Index (0.382), with 680 total citations. The journal Finance Research Letters with the highest M-Index (0.667) those that started in 2021, indicates a rapid impact compared to more established journals. The placement of journals Issues in Accounting Education (NP-28) and Journal of Business Ethics (TC-308) among the top 10 highlights the importance of forensic accounting education and ethical standards in the accounting field.
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Figure 11:  Source Local Impact by H Index
Source: Processed Scopus data with RStudio
Figure 11 is a graphical representation of Table 1, showing the dominance of the Journal of Financial Crime and the Managerial Auditing Journal. These findings align with broader bibliometric analyses highlighting the prominence of specialized journals in forensic accounting research(Aivaz et al., 2024; Soltani et al., 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%2BKAnSBhbmQg4oCcRm9vZHPigJ0uIiwiZXh0ZXJuYWxDYWNoZUlkIjoiMzlkM2Q0NzEtYjdhNi0zZjU1LWFhYzYtNzUxM2JkNDMzNTIyIn1d. The H-Index gap between the top two journals and the others indicates that many sources contribute to forensic accounting, but the bulk of the work is concentrated in specialized auditing and crime-focused areas(Ellili et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. This framework helps researchers identify gaps and future research directions.

4.1.9 Most Relevant Authors
Figure 12 below shows that the most productive authors are Nawawi A and Salin ASAP. Their work is mostly centered on the whistleblowing system, corporate governance, and internal control. This aligns with earlier scholars' findings that, while forensic accounting is a "promising and exciting area," the body of research remains "fragmented and emergent." There is a noticeable drop in the number of documents following these two authors. The remaining authors have at least 5 documents, suggesting that the forensic accounting discipline is still in a phase of dynamic maturation.
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Figure 12: Most relevant authors
Source: Processed Scopus data with R Studio
Authors such as Reinstein are often cited in foundational works on auditing standards and modern fraud detection(Suleiman & Ahmi, 2018)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Authors from Indonesia and the Middle East, such as Maulidi and Koerniawan, support the earlier finding that modern forensic accounting is shifting toward emerging economies to combat corruption and digital crime.

4.1.10 Most Relevant Affiliation
Table 2 indicates the most relevant affiliations, ranked by publication. The Universiti Teknologi Mara is a growing hub for publishing articles on forensic accounting. The affiliations are predominantly from institutions in Malaysia and Indonesia.
 






Table 2: Most Relevant Affiliations
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Source: Processed Scopus data with RStudio
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Figure 13: Most Relevant Affiliations
Source: Processed Scopus data with RStudio

Figure 13 is a graphic presentation of Table 2. The figure shows that emerging economies are currently leading in technology-focused forensic accounting rather than traditional auditing. This paradigm shift suggests that the focus of new academic interest is modern financial crimes and digital transformation.

4.1.11 Corresponding Authors Country
Table 3 indicates the geographical distribution of research based on the number of articles published by Single Country Publications (SCP) and Multiple Country Publications (MCP). The USA is a leader in single-country publications (64 articles), while Malaysia leads in multiple-country publications with 13 articles. The United Kingdom exhibits the highest level of collaboration at 54.5%, reflecting that its researchers actively engage in international collaborations, potentially blending global knowledge and fostering the maturation of forensic accounting as a global field(Winfield & Roberts, 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. Bahrain also shows a high collaboration rate of 50%. India, Nigeria, and Australia have MCP rates of 0. The lack of international co-authorship supports the observation that while forensic accounting is a promising field, research remains somewhat "fragmented and emergent."
Table 3: Corresponding Authors’ Country
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Source: Processed Scopus data with RStudio
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Figure 14: Corresponding Authors' Countries
Source: Processed Scopus data with RStudio

As section 4.1.4 indicates, the USA has the largest total number of documents, e.g., 221, and thus contributes significant intellectual capital, whereas Southeast Asia develops new avenues of knowledge as it integrates these practices into curricula and government structures(Forscher & Schmidt, 2024; Ong, 2021)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D.

4.1.12 Most Cited Country
Table 4 and Figure 15 illustrate the most-cited countries by total citations and average article citations, respectively, to measure overall influence and individual paper impact. The USA is the pioneer and primary driver, with a total of 894. While the USA leads in total citations, Ghana leads in average citations (31.80). This indicates that even with fewer publications, Ghana has highly influential and widely cited documents. Ghana focuses on local issues such as corruption, digital fraud, and governance(Addo & Senyo, 2020; Bradbury, 2007)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. Countries such as Sweden (30.70 average) and Italy (27.00 average) demonstrate 'quality over quantity'.
Table 4: Most Cited Countries
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Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio
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Figure 15: Most Cited Country
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

Thus, Table 4 and Figure 15 reveal the quantity of publications and quality gap: for example, Indonesia has 311 total citations, with an average citation of 5.40, whereas China has 51 total citations, with an average citation of 8.70. The high average citation rate in developing economies like Ghana and Nigeria (9.60) indicates that the African region is receiving more global attention. The USA and Malaysia contribute to the quantity, while Ghana, Sweden, and Italy publish high-impact research.

4.1.13 Most Globally Cited Documents
Table 5 and Figure 16 present the research papers that shaped the theoretical and practical foundation of the discipline. The table shows the three metrics: Total Citations, Total Citations per Year, and Normalized Citations. Total Citations show the cumulative impact of research since publication, while Total Citations per Year reflect the latest popularity and rate of citation(Ho et al., 2018; Kalantari et al., 2017)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%. The Normalized Citations are used to compare older and more recent high-impact studies(Waltman, 2016; Wang et al., 2021)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%.


Table 5: Most Globally Cited Document
[image: ]
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

The paper by Bell TB in Auditing is the most cited document, with 243 citations, and was published in 2000. The study focused on audit risk and the detection of fraudulent financial reporting(Bell & Carcello, 2000)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. The research published by Trompeter GM in Auditing (2013) has the highest Normalized Total Citation (10.73). It suggests that, even after 13 years of publication, the paper remains highly relevant. The study by Donelson DC (2017) in Auditing has the highest Total Citation Per Year (13.70). This indicates that the research demonstrates ongoing impact as the discipline of forensic accounting undergoes a paradigm shift towards corporate governance(Xanthopoulou et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D%3D.
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Figure 16: Most Global Cited Documents
Source: Processed Scopus data from R Studio

As the above figure and table show, the top papers, e.g., Bell (2000), Trompeter (2013), and Donelson (2017), are from Auditing and Contemporary Accounting Research. The findings reveal that the roots of forensic accounting lie in auditing standards, and a higher audit quality is required to prevent and detect financial crime. The research by Rae and Biestaker in the Managerial Auditing Journal underscores the significance of the internal control system and the fraud triangle in the corporate environment for combating financial crime. The study by Rockness in the Journal of Business Ethics and by Schnatterly in the Strategic Management Journal demonstrates that forensic accounting is not just a technical field, but also that professional ethics are pivotal for long-term financial integrity.

4.1.14 Most Frequent Words
Table 6 and Figure 17 show the most frequent words used in titles, abstracts, or keywords. The most frequent term is “Internal Control” (Occurrences: 66), which emphasizes the true and fair disclosure of organizational activities. The second most frequent word is “Finance” (48 times), highlighting the discipline's deep connections to financial systems and fraud detection(Kumar et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Geographically, the United States appears 24 times, showing the highest number of publications and citations. The presence of the words “Information System and Information Management” indicates the paradigm shift from traditional forensic accounting to digital forensics. Forensic accountants now require technical and analytical skills to handle complex digital crimes(Daraojimba et al., 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=.

Table 6: Most Frequent Words
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Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio
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Figure 17: Word Cloud
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

The word cloud shows the diversity of terms, including laws and legislation, decision-making, information management, technology, and others. This reflects that forensic accounting goes beyond traditional accounting and has become a professional career that integrates accounting, auditing, and investigative skills. The frequency of words like “Internal Control” and “Risk Management” underscores that researchers focus on proactive strategies to identify and analyze potential vulnerabilities before they escalate into major crises(Imoniana & Silva, 2013)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=W3sicXVvdGUiOiJUb2VpbmcgdGhpcyBsaW5lIHRoaXMgc3R1ZHkgaXMgYWltZWQgYXQgYW5hbHlzaW5nIHRoZSBjb25jZXB0cyB0byBkYXRlIGFuZCBwcmVzZW50IG1ldGhvZG9sb2dpZXMgZm9yIGl0cyBpbnZlc3RpZ2F0aW9uLiBUaGUgbWFpbiBxdWVzdGlvbiBiZWluZyBhbnN3ZXJlZCBpcyB3aGF0IGlzIHRoZSBjaGFyYWN0ZXJpc3RpYyBvZiBmb3JlbnNpYyBhY2NvdW50aW5nIHRoYXQgaG9sZHMgaXQgYXMgcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsIGFjY291bnRhbnRz4oCZIGlubm92YXRpb24gdG8gY3VyYiBjb3Jwb3JhdGUgYWNjb3VudGluZyBtYWxwcmFjdGljZXM%%3D%3D. The inclusion of technical terms such as AI, Data Mining, and Digital Forensic Technologies is central to combating increasingly sophisticated financial fraud schemes(Kapo et al., 2024; Wang et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D.

4.1.15 Trending Topics
Table 7 and Figure 18 show the trending topics in the discipline of forensic accounting based on word frequency and temporal distribution (Q1, Median, and Q3. The term “United States” first appears in Q1 of 1994 (median year 2004). The word “Fraud” appeared in Q1 of 2005 and has remained a core term, focusing on the investigation and prevention of financial misconduct.

Table 7: Trending Topics
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Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

The word “Internal Controls” appears 66 times with a median year of 2016, indicating that scholars considered it a first-line defense against financial irregularities. The term “Information System,” with a median year of 2015, indicates a shift towards digital forensics. Furthermore, the word “finance,” with a frequency of 48 and a median year 2019, and the word “crime,” with a median year 2018 and a frequency of 46, signify a multidisciplinary approach intersecting accounting, finance, and law to address complex economic crimes. The terms “Risk Management and Risk Assessment,” with median years 2021 and 2022, respectively, reflect recent trends. The researchers are now focusing on proactive prevention, using theories such as the “Fraud Triangle” to assess risk before fraud occurs.
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Figure 18: Trending Topics
Source: Processed Scopus data from R Studio

Thus, the discipline is becoming more strategic, focusing not just on “finding the crime” but on “managing the risk” through advanced investigative frameworks. In  summary, the table and figure show the transition of forensic accounting from a US-centric auditing niche (pre-2010) into a global, technology-driven, risk-management discipline (2018–present)(Daraojimba et al., 2023; Kumar et al., 2025; Munandar & Honggowati, 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=.

4.1.16 Co-occurrence Network
Figure 19 shows the Keyword Co-Occurrence network map. This network shows how different concepts are interrelated through their co-occurrence in research papers. For normalization, Metric Association Strength is used for the co-occurrence network with full counting, where each co-occurrence has a weight of 1. A thesaurus file merges synonyms (e.g., fraud-frauds), and a specific stop-word list also removes irrelevant terms (e.g., article, research, KPI overload, teaching cases, drug diversion). The nodes represent key research terms; the larger a node, the more frequent its occurrence, while the links between nodes illustrate co-occurrence relationships and their strength. It highlights internal control and finance as central nodes, underscoring their foundational role in the forensic accounting discourse(Kiflee et al., 2022; Nugrahanti, 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%%3D%3D.
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Figure 19: Co-occurrence Network
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

The color of nodes shows the thematic clusters. In the Co-occurrence Network, blue indicates structural or technological clusters, and red indicates conceptual or fundamental clusters. The network map illustrates that forensic accounting has evolved from a US-centric auditing niche into a global, technology-driven discipline(Daraojimba et al., 2023; Kumar et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. The bridge between the clusters where "Crime" and "Finance" meet "Fraud" shows that the field now sits at the critical intersection of accounting, law, and information technology(Airout et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The figure provides evidence that while internal control remains the most discussed mechanism for integrity, the current "center of gravity" for research is shifting toward digital compliance and automated detection systems (Munandar & Honggowati, 2025; Ramadhan et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D.



4.1.17 Co-citation Network
Figure 20 visualizes the authors' co-citation network, showing authors whose work is frequently co-cited. The network is divided into clusters shown in red, blue, and green, with the size of the nodes indicating the total number of citations, and the thickness of the lines connecting them represents the strength of their co-citation relationships. Albrecht W.S. and Albrecht C.C. are central nodes that highlight foundational research on fraud detection and prevention, drawing on theories of the fraud triangle(Homer, 2019)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. In the blue cluster, the nodes represent work by Carcello, J.V. on the structural and monitoring aspects of forensic accounting. The present work is associated with the establishment of ethical measures and the critical role of audit committees in safeguarding financial integrity(Montesdeoca et al., 2019)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. Overall, the blue cluster explores accounting themes.
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Figure 20: Co-citation network
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio

The green cluster comprises work related to the legal and regulatory framework. Thematic Focus: These works analyze how a country's legal origin, regulatory enforcement, and governance capital influence the prevalence and reporting of fraud cases(AL-RAGGAD & Al-Raggad, 2024; Máté et al., 2019)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D. The co-citation network confirms that forensic accounting is not a narrow discipline but a technical and interdisciplinary field that builds on three pillars: behavioral psychology, corporate governance, and micro-regulatory context.(Judijanto & Defitri, 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D

4.1.18 Author Collaboration Network
The author collaboration network in Figure 21, also known as the co-authorship map, identifies specific research teams and collaborative units. The main feature of this map is a red cluster indicating that Salin and Nawawi are the most frequently co-authored. The collaboration is notably strong in Southeast Asian countries, particularly Malaysia, where the research focuses on whistleblowing systems, internal controls, and corporate governance to detect fraud. The figure also shows many other collaborative clusters (e.g., green, blue, grey, and Wang clusters), which represent specialized research islands.
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Figure 21: Collaboration Network
Source: Processed Scopus data from R Studio

The critical observation of this figure is its fragmentation, indicating that the discipline of forensic accounting is “emergent and fragmented”(Ellili et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%. The gaps in clusters suggest opportunities for growth.

4.1.19 Citation Score
Figure 22 shows the citation scores of publications by year, indicating a shift in the focus of forensic accounting from traditional accounting to computer science. A high citation score indicates the profound influence and widespread recognition of research within the academic community, reflecting the scholarly significance and utility of published works(Asare & Samusevych, 2023)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=. 
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Figure 22: Citation Score
Source: Processed Scopus data from RStudio
The figure illustrates the five most prominent journals and their citation scores in the domain of forensic accounting and financial crime. The journal Expert Systems with Applications has the highest citation score, increasing from 5.0 in 2011 to 14.0 in 2023. The increase in citations underscores the importance of high-impact research, especially in AI and ML. Consequently, there is a growing need to integrate digital forensic technologies. Computer scientists and auditors can collaborate to address this challenge(Ramadhan et al., 2025)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. The Journal of Business Ethics has the second-highest citation score, ranging from approximately 3.0 to 13.0. This reflects the strong emphasis on ethical considerations and corporate governance within the forensic accounting discourse, aligning with the journal's observed prevalence of articles on these topics(Albalawee et al., 2024)https://dummy-citation.com/citation?d=%3D%3D. Thus, the figure indicates that journals focusing on the intersection of technology, ethics, and crime are currently leading the intellectual impact within forensic accounting research.
Conclusion
The bibliometric study provides a systematic and longitudinal overview of the forensic accounting discipline. The data were collected from 1969 to 2026 from the Scopus database. By  analyzing 770 documents, the study mapped the field's geographic, thematic, and evolutionary intellectual structure. The study has transitioned from a niche auditing specialty to a globally integrated technology-driven discipline.
The key findings of the study indicate that the United States is a foundational “pioneer and primary driver” of this field, ranking first in publications (221 documents) and total citations (894). However, the “center of gravity” is shifting towards Southeast Asia, with China, Indonesia, and Malaysia, as research publications are emerging. Furthermore, the USA leads in publications, while Ghana and Sweden exhibit the highest average citation per paper. This indicates that highly impactful specialized research is increasingly originating from diverse global contexts. Thematically, “Internal Control” is the dominant research pillar, with 66 occurrences, and it serves as a deterrent to corporate fraud in the literature. However, the trend analysis confirms a paradigm shift after 2018, with research moving from traditional fraud detection to proactive risk management and digital forensics. Authors such as Albrecht established the intellectual and collaborative structure of the Fraud Triangle. Salin and Nawawi are focusing on regional research, which indicates the network remains somewhat fragmented. The lack of international connections suggests that, while “isolated excellence” exists, the field has yet to achieve an integrated global research community.
The present study contributes to the literature by providing a state-of-the-art roadmap for researchers, practitioners, and educators. For academics, it identifies Risk Assessment and Digital Evidence as the most promising frontiers for future inquiry. For practitioners, the rising CiteScores of journals like Expert Systems with Applications and Journal of Business Ethics highlight the increasing necessity of integrating automated technical tools with robust ethical frameworks to combat modern financial crime.
Despite its comprehensive scope, this study is limited by its reliance on a single database. Future research should consider integrating data from Web of Science or Dimensions to capture a broader range of emerging journals. Additionally, while this study identifies a shift toward digital forensics, future qualitative reviews should investigate the specific challenges of implementing Blockchain and AI in forensic investigations within developing economies. In  conclusion, forensic accounting is currently in a phase of dynamic maturation. As  financial crimes become increasingly digital and transnational, the continued evolution of this field will depend on bridging the existing gaps between technological innovation, ethical management, and international research collaboration.
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