EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	The manuscript is clearly written and presents a structured treatment of nonlinear rational and φ-contractive mappings in fuzzy metric spaces, with a logical progression from preliminaries to applications. The topic is relevant to fixed point theory, and the effort to unify Banach-type, Kannan-type, Reich-type, and rational fuzzy contractions is appreciated. However, the present contribution appears somewhat incremental, since several inclusion results are close to being definitional, and the main fixed point theorem relies on strong additional assumptions such as the Cauchy property of the Picard sequence and orbital continuity, rather than deriving convergence directly from the proposed contractive conditions. As a result, the theoretical novelty and depth are not yet fully convincing. The applications are appropriate, but they mainly illustrate the framework rather than substantially extending it. I would encourage the authors to sharpen the novelty claim, clarify the distinction from existing results in the literature, and, if possible, strengthen the main theorem by proving the Cauchy behavior of the iteration under more intrinsic hypotheses. With these improvements, the paper could become a more solid contribution.

I would ask the authors to strengthen three things:

1. Prove the Picard sequence is Cauchy from the φ-contractive hypothesis under natural extra assumptions, instead of assuming it.

2. Clarify exactly what is genuinely new relative to existing fuzzy fixed-point literature.

3. Add sharper examples or counterexamples showing that the new classes are strictly broader and not just renamed old ones.


	We thank the reviewer for the careful reading and constructive suggestions. The comments have helped us significantly improve the manuscript.

1. The assumption of the Cauchy property has been removed. We now prove that the Picard sequence is Cauchy directly from the $\varphi$–contractive condition under natural assumptions on $\varphi$.

2. The novelty has been clarified by explicitly highlighting the unified nonlinear framework and the hierarchical relationships among Banach-type, Kannan-type, Reich-type, and rational fuzzy contractions.

3. New examples and a counterexample have been added to demonstrate that the proposed class is strictly broader and not merely a reformulation of existing ones.

We believe these revisions have strengthened the theoretical depth and clarity of the manuscript.




Created by: EA
Checked by: ME
Approved by: CEO

Version: 1.5 (4th August, 2012)


