EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	1. Methodology Needs Justification  

2.
 Absence of Ra-226 and Th-232  

3.
 Lack of Statistical Analysis

4.
 Weak Discussion Section 

5.
 No Graphical Representation 

6.
 Comparison with Previous Studies 

7.
 Units and Formatting Issues 

8.  Some equations are not properly formatted or consistent with standard notation. 

9.


10.
The combination of random and stratified sampling needs clearer explanation.

11.
Sampling depth (15–20 cm) should be justified scientifically. The manuscript requires substantial improvement in methodology justification, statistical analysis, discussion depth, and presentation quality before it can be considered for publication.  
	1. It is now justified as recommended.
2. Ra-226 and Th-232 were not actually absent, rather it quantity or concentration were so small that the instrument (ED-XRF) could not detect it. And in such cases, International best practice and regulatory bodies such as Nigerian Nuclear Regulatory Authority (NNRA) recommended the used of default lower limit of detection (LLD). For environmental safety, 10 Bq/Kg was recommended to be used in dose calculation for both Ra-226 and Th-232 in soils samples while 50 Bq/Kg for mill tailing Samples (for both Ra-226 and Th-232). That was why it was reported as Default LLDs applied per NNRA 2023 S4.3.2(2) for conservative risk assessment (Reference 17).
3. Yes, statistical analysis may not be needed here, because Ra-226 and Th-232 were below the limit of detection (BLD). In research, results ought to be reported as discovered, hence stated as BLD as explained in (2) above.

4. More published studies has now been included to make it richer and stronger as observed.
5. Now represented graphically.
6. Done and summarized in tables.
7. Units were now formatted.
8. It has been made consistent.
10. It has now been made cleared.
11. Now justified.
The manuscript has undergone rigorous review.  
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