Editor’s Comment:

This paper needs more work; I cannot accept it in this form.
Some comments to improving this work:
1. Correct the equations in Sections 3.3 and 3.4.
2. Fix the Smithson–Verkuilen formula.
3. Resolve all DHARMa contradictions.
4. Make AIC signs consistent everywhere.
5. Explain 628 vs 622 observations.
6. Reconsider or justify county random effects with only 2 counties.
Overall, the paper has a usable empirical story, but the methods section needs substantial mathematical cleanup .
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