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Abstract
Child labour remains a monumental and persistent challenge for 21st-century India, despite the nation’s multidimensional growth and various legislative efforts. This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the status of child labour by examining its magnitude, trends, and socio-economic drivers using quantitative data primarily sourced from the Census of India (2001 and 2011), the National Sample Survey (NSS), and International Labour Organization (ILO) reports.The findings reveal that while the national incidence of child labour decreased from 5% in 2001 to 3.9% in 2011, this decline has been less progressive than expected. A significant shift in geographic distribution was observed: while rural areas saw a decline in child workers (from 5.9% to 4.3%), urban areas experienced an increase (from 2.1% to 2.9%). This urban rise is largely attributed to the migration of families from rural regions in search of employment due to a lack of local opportunities. The document identifies poverty as the primary driver of child labour in India, followed by socio-economic backwardness, parental illiteracy, and a lack of adequate educational infrastructure. Children from Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) are disproportionately affected; ST child labour incidence remained high at 6.7% in 2011, reflecting systemic inequalities and limited access to education. Gender dimensions play a crucial role in how child labour is manifested. Male children are more likely to work outside the home in visible sectors, whereas female children are concentrated in home-based work such as cooking, sweeping, and caregiving. The study highlights a critical research gap: traditional surveys often fail to capture "Extended SNA activities" (unpaid household chores), and when these are included, the contribution of girls is often greater than that of boys. Furthermore, approximately 10% of children are classified as "nowhere children," who are neither enrolled in school nor officially part of the workforce. Sectorally, agriculture remains the largest employer, with over 70% of rural child workers engaged as cultivators or labourers. In urban settings, children are heavily concentrated in manufacturing, construction, and wholesale or retail trade. Specific hazardous industries, such as gem polishing, mining, and beedi making, continue to exploit child labour. To address these issues, the study recommends a multi-pronged approach: making education legally mandatory, improving school environments, and implementing National Child Labour Projects (NCLP) that offer vocational training and stipends. Ultimately, the document concludes that abolishing child labour requires the active participation of the government, NGOs, and corporate entities to eradicate poverty and rehabilitate affected children.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
Child labour remains a persistent socioeconomic challenge in India, despite significant legislative efforts and international commitments to eradicate this practice. With millions of children engaged in hazardous and exploitative work, the issue not only violates fundamental human rights but also perpetuates cycles of poverty, inequality, and limited access to education (Mohammad, 2025). Problem of the child labour is still monumental problem in the developing countries like India. Socio- Economic development and decline, in the nation it should consider about the children of the country. Children are not wealth for an individual house; they also wealth for any nation in the world. World gives the priority to the human. All the wealth is for human, human is not for wealth. Hence, the children are the most important wealth for human. There are no differences between human and children. The child's role in the house leads to the role of the country. Due to many reasons children are engaged in the work from when the human was born in the world to now. The world is growing in the 21st century with multidimensional aspects but the child labour problem has continuously existing. Worldwide still workings children are existing, but the differences is that, developed courtiers has low number of child labour and developing and under developed countries has more child labour. Child Labour refers that continues work done by the children. Illegally children are employed in all the countries in the world. Child labour is presently spread over the world because of an unequal education system, employment changes and child rights. The prevalence of child labour in India is driven by systemic factors such as poverty, lack of access to quality education, and weak enforcement of labour regulations. Children are often forced into work to supplement family incomes, particularly in rural areas and informal sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, and domestic service. The persistence of cultural norms that normalize child labour further complicates efforts to eliminate this practice. While India has enacted robust legislation, including the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, and its subsequent amendments, gaps in implementation and monitoring have undermined their impact. (Mohammad, 2025).	
According to maurya (2001) [footnoteRef:1]India no proper source of regular collection of statistics on child labor. The only authentic source of collection of data on child labor is census conducted by the Government of India. After every 10 years in the country. So the author enlighten child laborers conditions in India based on census data and National Sample Survey. This is an descriptive study. Also this study based on legislations of India on Child labor. Author shown in this study is three approaches towards reform of child labor firstly on legislative action. This is based on Indian legislation of child labor. Second approach is action on development programmers meant for benefiting child labor. The third approach shown about NCLP Projects and its objectives on child laborers in India. Third and Last Approach about project based action plan, this approach enlighten that project and plan need for micro level on child labor onwards up to children health and education, also this approaches recommended to project objectives for include vocational training and no formal education with paid. Also this study touch with measure rehabilitation of child labor and compulsory education for children based on secondary sources.   [1:  Maurya (2001) ‘Child Labor in India’,’ Indian Journal of Industrial Relations, Volume No: 36, Issue No : 4, pp: 492-498.] 

According to Narayanan (2013) [footnoteRef:2]child labor is not redistricted in particular places, particular district. Also some of the countries, but is it the particular problem. He mentioned that India has the dubious distinction of employing largest number of children in the world. He also mentioned that child laborers are engaged in production of glass, locks, gems, matches, fireworks, slates, tiles, stone, polishing, quarrying and mining beedi making, besides children also employed in agriculture fields, rag picking, selling eatables and a domestic servants. He clearly said that there is no activity without the employment of child labor.  [2:  Narayanan (2013) Child Labor in India: Is it a curse ?, verma, niramala, & ranbir (Eds.), Status of child labor in India, Shree Publishers and Distributors, New Delhi, pp.49-57.] 

	According to sujatha and parthasarathy (2011)[footnoteRef:3] general the works of children under hazardous situation were considered as a exploitative child labor. The work without considering the time duration involved payment received hazardous working environment etc. The study based on primary as well as secondary sources. Sampling and census method were adopted collected in two areas of Gujarat state with the help of national family health survey 11, 1998-99 for Gujarat. They found that non attendance among females in all the age groups points to the gender inequality in the society preventing female children to access education. Many of the girls not go to school because of school far away. Transport not available, and no proper school facilities for girls. Interestingly the study enlighten that 18 per cent of the female child workers and 7.2 per cent of the male child workers considered education is a not necessary for his or her life in the study area. 39.3 percent of the male children and 34.6 per cent of the female children were dropout from their school because of demand for child worker in the area. This study also said that 28.5 percent of the households in low standard of living had exploitative child work in Gujarat, where as the percentage is only 1.5 per cent for these who are high standard of living and 12.5 per cent is medium level of standard of living. Also the study noted that 23.8 per cent of the exploitative child workers from schedule tribe community is higher than national percent 12.5. based on multivariate logistic regression the ethnicity factor found that presence of ‘exploitative child work’ is higher among schedule castes, schedule tribe and other backward communities compared to others in Gujarat. [3:  Sujatha and Parthasarathy (2011), ‘ Socio – Economic and Demographic Determinants of Child Workers Out of School: A Study of Gujarat, M. S Gupta(Ed), Child Labor- Different Dimensions, Madhan Publishers, Haryana. Pp: 21-31.] 

	Agarwal and Pathak (2015)[footnoteRef:4] The study stated that major causes for child labor in the economy is socio economic backwardness, poverty, illiteracy of parents, unemployment, over population, lack of educational facilities, ignorance of parents about the importance of education, ignorance of impact in children of labor, and government apathy. The study is descriptive in nature. Also the study based on secondary sources. [4:  Agarwal & Pathak (2015) ‘, A Socio Economic Analysis of Child Labor in India’, ‘Journal of Science and Management, Volume No: 1 Issue No: 1,pp:107-114.] 

Baro sona (2016) [footnoteRef:5]his study focused on child labor situation in the tea gardens of Assam. The study based on secondary sources. Sources from UNICEF, ILO Reports. The study Descriptive in nature. The study also said that main cause of child labor is poverty. [5:  Baro Sona (2016), ‘Child Labor Situations in the Tea Gardens of Assam’, The Clarian, Volume No:5, Issue No:1 pp: 116-121.] 

Dutta Devaraj (2014)[footnoteRef:6] According to him children belonging to low income counties are being exploited on the global market of monetary gain. The study based on secondary sources. The study also revealed that poverty is the child cause of child labor in India. The study found that more girls than boys as  a child walkers. Annual girl children are trafficked for prostitution as well domestic help. The study recommended to government and policy makers that poverty is the chief cause of child labor therefore the government should take bold steps for eradicating poverty. [6:  Dutta Devaraj (2014), ‘Child Labor in India’, Golden Research Thought, Volume No: 3, Issue No:12, pp:1-4] 

Kazmi (2002) [footnoteRef:7]The state of Rajasthan continues to be one of the leading states where the practice of child labor strict flourishes. Rajasthan has a variety of industries and the employees or owners are always on the lookout for cheap labor in order to cut their expenses and make more profit. Based in the analysis this study found that child labor will not varnish overnight employment of child labor is a universal phenomenon- million of children are made to scarifies their health and gender emotions by facing them to work in hazardous and occupations. Also the study enlighten clearly that results of the study indicates that trade unions are not playing useful role in prevention and elimination of child labor because child labor  is found mostly in unorganized sector only. Also the study recommended to government and policy makers that should make the education legally compulsory for all. [7:  Kazmi (2002), ‘An analytical study of Child Labor in Rajasthan’, An Unpublished PhD Thesis Submitted to University of Rajasthan, India.
] 

Mahapatra and Dash (2011)[footnoteRef:8]  Highlighted Child Labor is a socio – economic Phenomenon. The socio- economic backwardness is followed by poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, demographic expansion. This study fully based on secondary sources. Also percentage analysis only calculated. Also the study focused on street children in Bhubaneswar. It enlighten that most of the boys that is 78 per cent of the male child ever emerged in rag picking in the street and remaining 22 per cent were female child. More than 85 per cent of the children were not has drug habit in the study area, remaining 15 per cent of the child worker has smoking habit and case of pan masala and drinking habit in the study area. This study also recommended to government, NGO’s , people forms corporate entities and individual social service activists to stop child labor. [8:  Mahapatra and Dash (2011), ‘Child Labor- A Product of Socio- Economic Problem for India, Findings and Perspectives – A Case Study of Bhubaneswar ( A State Capital of India), Educational Research, Volume No: 26, Issue No: 6, pp: 1199-1209.] 

Sharma and mishra (2013) [footnoteRef:9]This study is about child labor, myths and reality. This study is descriptive study. Authors mentioned that various types of works engaged by child worker. The study stated that in Tamilnadu state capital Chennai had 25 percent of child workers were engaged their work in government officers home, as a sweeper, service boy or girl etc. this study also enlighten the employer mainly choose for work is girl child worker reason is  they speak less and work engagement is high. Girls child workers can easily attach with the family. According to this study Female child labor received salary between 2,500 to 3000 Rupees per month. This is including accommodation and food. Also some of the female child laborers faced sexual problem in their work places. Form their owner, cousins and nearby homes. This study suggests eight ways to abolish the child labourers. Some of the points are given below, government agencies and NGO’s should take the child labourer from Hazardous industries and put into schools like, anganvadi and Balwadi etc. Government should provide the quality education and create the good environment for children like to go schools.  [9:  Sharma and mishra (2013) child labor : myths and reality, verma, nirmala and ranbir, (Eds.), Status of child labor in India, Shree publishers and distributors, New Delhi, pp. 40-46.
] 

Sinha (2013) [footnoteRef:10] this study focused on child labor as a general perspectives, she argued that gender issues of the child labor. Compare to male child worker girls were started their work earlier. Girl child labor engaged in home based works like, cooking, sweeping and care of children in other houses, also in their own houses. In their own home they care their siblings. In Indian culture have more discrimination among the male and female. So girl children engaged and pushed to work. [10:  Sinha shanta (2013) Child Labor, verma, niramala and ranbir (Eds.), Status of Child labor in India, Shree publishers and distributors, New Delhi, pp. 25-32.    
] 

Research Gap
The review of related literature highlights several gaps and limitations in current research and data collection such as:
Lack of frequent data collection   are found that is significant gap is the absence of a regular system for collecting child labour statistics. Researchers currently rely almost exclusively on the decennial census, meaning data is only updated every ten years, which hinders real-time policy response.Invisibility of female child labour in the review traditional surveys often fail to capture the full extent of work performed by girls. Literature notes that when "Extended SNA activities" (unpaid subsistence work, household chores, and caregiving) are included, the contribution of girls is often greater than that of boys, yet these activities are frequently missed by standard workforce definitions.The "nowhere children" phenomenon are lack of focused research on the approximately 10% of children who are classified as "nowhere children"—those who are neither enrolled in school nor officially part of the workforce.   unorganized sector oversight research indicates that trade unions and formal monitoring bodies are largely absent from the unorganized sector, which is exactly where the majority of child labour flourishes. This creates a gap in understanding how to effectively implement interventions in these unregulated environments.   Health and psychological impacts are the sources mention that children sacrifice their health in hazardous occupations, there is a suggested need for more micro-level research into the specific long-term health and psychological impacts of child labour beyond simple economic statistics.

Research Methodology:
Research Design and Data Sources
The study primarily employs a quantitative research design based on the analysis of secondary data. The principal data sources includes Census of India (2001 and 2011). National Sample Survey (NSS): Used to provide historical context regarding the incidence of child labour in the late 1990s.Time-use surveys (1998-99): Utilised to capture activities often missed by traditional surveys, such as unpaid subsistence work or family enterprise participation. International Labour Organization (ILO) Reports: Referenced to provide a theoretical framework regarding the transition from education to the workforce.
Data Classification and Definitions
The methodology adheres to the Census of India's classification of workers to understand the duration and nature of employment. Main Workers: Defined as those who worked for six months or more during the preceding year. Marginal Workers: Defined as those who worked for less than six months.  SNA and Extended SNA Activities: The study categorises work into System of National Accounts (SNA) activities and "extended SNA activities" to capture the high participation of children, particularly girls, in household and subsistence work.
Analytical Framework
Temporal Comparison: Comparing the 2001 and 2011 datasets to identify whether child labour is increasing or decreasing (e.g., noting the overall decline from 5% to 3%). Spatial/Geographic Analysis: Comparing rural and urban areas, as well as providing a state-wise breakdown across 22 major states and Union Territories. Sectoral Distribution: Categorising child labour across 13 major sectors, including Agriculture, Manufacturing, Construction, and Wholesale/Retail Trade. Socio-Demographic Analysis: Examining the incidence of child labour among specific social groups—Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Others—to identify correlations between socio-economic deprivation and workforce participation.Gender Dimensions: Tracking the differing trends and participation rates between male and female children in different environments. 
Statistical Presentation
The methodology relies heavily on descriptive statistics presented through the  Comparative Tables: Showing magnitude and incidence percentages across states and social groups. Used to visualise shifts in work duration and gender participation.

Objectives of the study:
The main objectives of the study are
1. To analyse the magnitude and trends of child labour in India.
2. To examine the incidence of child labour among different social groups.
3. To identify the sectoral distribution and gender dimensions.
Results Original Article
Status of Child Labour in India
	In the Indian context, child labour remains a complex problem and one of the serious challenges before policymakers that needs to be addressed appropriately. Despite proactive legislative measures and policies in India to combat the problem of child labour, the decline in its magnitude has been less progressive than expected, and, as a result, the problem persist as a challenge to the country. Recent initiatives to promote education have brought about positive outcomes; yet large numbers of children still forgo their education to supplement household incomes. The move from education to the work of work is crucial phase in the lives of young persons, with long- term implications for both their individual well- being and that and society as a whole (ILO, 2015). In this connection, present status of child labour in India as follows. 
Chart No- 1.Child Workers in India, 2001-2011

    Source: Census of  India, 2001 and 2011

Chart No: 1.enlighten the child labour in India during the years 2001 to 2011. According to the census of India 2001 and 2011, Child labour is decreased from 5 percent to 3 percent. It is observed that 5.9 percent to 4.3 percent decreased in the rural area. But on the other hand, 2.1 to 2.9 percent were increased in the urban area.   
	Census of India analysis the child labour by duration of work is understood by the status of child labor as ‘Main Worker’ and ‘Marginal Worker’. Main worker are those who works for 6 months or more in the preceding one year and marginal workers are those working for lesser than 6 months. Chart No: 1 shows the urban area witnessed an increased in child labour in marginal status in 2011, in comparison to 2001.
Chart No- 2: Child Workers by Duration of Work, 2001- 2011 (in Millions)
Source: Census of  India, 2001 and 2011

1.7.1: Child Labour in Major Sectors in India
	According to the 2011 census, agriculture emerged as the largest category employing children. In rural areas, 40.1 percent of children were engaged as agriculture labourers, 31.5 percent as cultivators, 4.6 percent in the household industry, and 23.8 percent in other areas of work. In urban areas, children were mostly concentrated in occupations other than agriculture and household industry, with 83.4 percent child labour employed in this category. The other activities in which children were engaged in urban areas were 7.3 percent in household industry, 4.8 percent as agricultural labourers and 4.4 percent as cultivators. Child labour engaged 13 major sectors as follows.
Table No- 1 : India’s Child Labour in 13 Major Sectors, 2001 (Main + Marginal) 
	S. No
	Sectors/ Occupation
	Rural
	Urban
	Total

	1
	Cultivators
	37.2%
	4.5%
	33.8%

	2
	Agriculture Labourers
	41.2%
	8.2%
	37.8%

	3
	Plantation, Livestock, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting and Allied Activities 
	6.4%
	2.4%
	6.0%

	4
	Mining and Quarrying
	0.3%
	0.4%
	0.4%

	5
	Manufacturing and, HHI
	5.6%
	13.5%
	6.4%

	6
	Manufacturing, Non- HHI
	2.8%
	16.5%
	4.3%

	7
	Electricity, Gas and Water Supply
	0.0%
	0.1%
	0.0%

	8
	Construction
	1.0%
	6.7%
	1.6%

	9
	Wholesale and Retail Trade
	1.7%
	18.1%
	3.4%

	10
	Hotels and Restaurants
	1.7%
	18.1% 
	3.4 %

	11
	Transport, Storage and Communications
	0.3%
	2.7%
	0.5%

	12
	Financial Intermediaries, Real Estate, Renting and Business Activities
	1.5 %
	12.9%
	2.7%

	13
	Public Administration and Defense , Compulsory Socail Security; Education; Health and Social Work; Other Community, Social and Personal Service Activities; Private Households with Employed Persons, Extra- Territorial Organisations and Bodies
	1.6 %
	11.7%
	2.6%


Source: Census of India, 2001 and 2011.
Incidence and Magnitude of Child Labour among Different Social Groups in India
	According to Census of India 2011, Different social groups in India have different access to opportunities for education; employment and quality of jobs children belongs to socio- economically deprived groups are, therefore more likely to joined the workforce than their counterparts in affluent groups. Following Table No 2 is highlighting the child labour among different social groups in India.


Table No- 2: Child Labour in India among different social groups
	Social Groups
	Incidence 2001
	Magnitude 2001 (In Million)

	
	Rural
	Urban
	Total
	Rural 
	Urban
	Total

	SC
	6.00%
	2.30%
	5.30%
	2.15
	0.19
	2.34

	ST
	10.60%
	3.40%
	10.10%
	2.23
	0.06
	2.29

	Others
	5.20%
	2.00%
	5.00%
	11.3 
	1.32
	12.7

	Total
	5.90%
	2.10%
	5.00%
	11.3
	1.32
	12.7

	Social Groups
	Incidence 2011
	Magnitude 2011 (In Million)

	
	Rural
	Urban
	Total
	Rural 
	Urban
	Total

	SC
	4.10%
	2.90%
	3.90%
	1.5
	0.27
	1.78

	ST
	7.00%
	3.30%
	6.70%
	1.64
	0.08
	1.71

	Others
	3.80%
	2.90%
	3.50%
	4.96
	1.68
	6.64

	Total
	4.30%
	2.90%
	3.90%
	8.1
	2.03
	10.1


 Source: Census of  India, 2001 and 2011.
	Above table no: 2  reveals that child labour among the social groups in India. It is noted that there is highest number of child labour in the category of SC, and ST, 5.30 percent of the SC Child Labour in the year 2001 and 10.10 percent of the ST child labour in the year 2001. It is similarly highest for the year 2011. 3.90 percent belongs to SC and 6.70 percent belongs to ST. It is indicated that there is problem with caste system and socially backward people unable to access and non availability of education. Also it is clearly noted that Child Labour among the ST and SC is highest in India. Following Table No: 3 is shows the child by social groups among the Indian states.
Table No- 3: Child Labour by Social Groups in 22 Major Indian States
	S. No
	22 Major States
	SC
	ST
	Others
	Total

	1
	Himachal Pradesh
	11.2%
	13.4%
	9.6 %
	10.3%

	2
	Rajasthan
	5.3%
	7.6%
	4.6%
	5.2%

	3
	Telangana
	4.1%
	7.5%
	4.7%
	4.9%

	4
	Jharkhand
	4.6%
	7.6%
	3.7%
	4.9%

	5
	Goa
	4.5%
	4.3%
	4.7%
	4.6%

	6
	Chhattisgarh
	3.7%
	6.8%
	3.4%
	4.6%

	7
	Uttar Pradesh
	4.3%
	5.3%
	4.3%
	4.3%

	8
	Madhya Pradesh
	3.4%
	7.3%
	3.1%
	4.2%

	9
	Jammu & Kashmir
	3.2%
	6.7%
	3.7%
	4.1%

	10
	Assam
	3.6%
	5.9%
	3.8%
	4.0%

	11
	Odisha
	3.4%
	6.5%
	2.9%
	4.0%

	12
	Andhra Pradesh
	3.9%
	8.1%
	3.5%
	3.9%

	13
	Gujarat
	3.1%
	6.2%
	3.4%
	3.9%

	14
	Karnataka
	4.5%
	5.7%
	3.5%
	3.8%

	15
	Bihar
	4.3%
	6.1%
	3.6%
	3.8%

	16
	Uttarakhand
	4.1%
	6.6%
	3.5%
	3.7%

	17
	Punjab
	3.9%
	-
	3.4%
	3.6%

	18
	Maharashtra
	3.3%
	6.1%
	3.2%
	3.5%

	19
	West Bengal
	3.0%
	4.2%
	3.1%
	3.2%

	20
	Tamilnadu
	2.5%
	4.8%
	2.3%
	2.4%

	21
	Haryana
	2.4%
	-
	2.4%
	2.4%

	22
	Kerala
	1.0%
	1.6%
	0.8%
	0.8%


Source: Census of India, 2001 and 2011.
	Above Table No: 3 shows that the numbers of child labour belonging to other social groups was nearly 1.5 times higher in 2011 as compared to STs and SCs. The number of STs was considerably higher in rural areas (1.64 million) as compared to urban areas (0.08 million). The examination of child labour rates across different states, regarding the STs, revealed that Andhra Pradesh (8.1 percent), Rajasthan (7.6 percent), Jharkhand (7.6 percent), Telangana (7.5 percent) and Madhya Pradesh (7.3 percent) particular subgroups of the population.
	The incident of child labour in the late 1990s was in tune with NSS, at around 4 percent. Time- use surveys carried out in 1998-99 indicated that the incidence of child labour was around 20 percent.  The major activities in which children were engaged were low- skilled unpaid or subsistence activities, or activities on family enterprises, like animal husbandry, including grazing and collection of fuel, fodder, water, fruits, etc., as well as crop farming and petty services. Because of the cultural factors, male children are much more likely to work outside their houses as compared to the female children. However, most of the children, particularly girls, participate in extended activities (SNA activities)[footnoteRef:11] in a big way. If we combine SNA and extended SNA Activities, the contribution of girls is greater than the boys. Children who have never attended school, who are without work and who come under the category of ‘nowhere children’ (neither at school nor at work), is about 10 percent of the total number of children. Compared to children from households with low standards of living, children from households with medium and higher standards of living are significantly less likely to participate in child work. [11:  System of National Accounts Activities (SNA) (as per) Time Use Statistics (1998-99): 1. Primary Production Activities Includes Crop frming, kitchen gardening, ett., Animal Husbandary, Fishing, Forestry, Horticluture, Gardening collection of fruit, water, plants etc., storing and hunting, Prcessing and storage, mining, quarrying, digging, etc. 2. Secondary activities, construction activities, manufacturing activities, 3. Trade, business and services.  ] 

1.7.3: Shift in Child Labour: Gender Dimension in India
	During the period between 2001 and 2011, greater numbers of male children were engaged as workers as compared to girl children. The proportion of female labour in rural areas fell from 5.9 percent in 2001 t0 4.1 percent on 2011. In contrast, their numbers increased in urban areas, with 2.4 percent girl children engaged as workers in 2011, Compared to 1.5 percent in 2001. The workforce participation of male children showed a similar trend, with a decline in their participation in rural areas (from 5.9 percent in 2001 to 4.4 percent in 2011. And increase in proportions in urban areas (from 2.7 percent in 2001 to 3.4 percent in 2011). The increase in the proportion of child workers in urban areas could be attributed to lack of employment opportunities in rural areas, leading to migration of families to urban areas in search of employment. In order to understand trends in child labour over the years, it may also be important to look at trends in female child labour force participation.  Shifts in child labour across gender in India as follows. 
Chart No-3: Shift in Child Labour across Gender (No. in Millions)
Source: Census of India, 2001 and 2011.
	Magnitude and Incidence of Child Labour in India: States and Union Territories are mentioned in below Table No: 4. It shows that child labour in India, It is significantly decreased in rural areas of all the state and it is increased in urban areas in all the states.
Table No -4: Magnitude and Incidence of Child Labour in India: States an Union Territories
	S.No
	State/ UT Name
	Magnitude
	Incidence

	
	
	Rural
	Urban
	Total
	Rural
	Urban 
	Total

	1
	Jammu & Kashmir
	92,355
	22,568
	114,923
	4.2%
	3.6%
	4.1%

	2
	Himachal Pradesh
	123,903
	2,713
	126,616
	11.1%
	2.4%
	10.3%

	3
	Punjab
	105,887
	70,758
	176,645
	3.3%
	4.0%
	3.6%

	4
	Chandigarh
	155
	4,167
	4,322
	2.8%
	2.3%
	2.3%

	5
	Uttarakhand
	68,343
	14,088
	82,431
	4.3%
	2.4%
	3.7%

	6
	Haryana
	80,302
	42,900
	123,202
	2.3%
	2.6%
	2.4%

	7
	Delhi
	858
	35,459
	36,317
	1.0%
	1.1%
	1.1%

	8
	Rajasthan
	778, 409
	69,977
	848,386
	6.1%
	2.0%
	5.2%

	9
	Uttar Pradesh
	1,742,167
	434,539
	2,176,706
	4.2%
	4.4%
	4.3%

	10
	Bihar
	1,001,351
	87,158
	1,088,509
	3.8%
	3.1%
	3.8%

	11
	Sikkim
	9,426
	964
	10,390
	9.8%
	3.5%
	8.4%

	12
	Arunachal Pradesh
	14,378
	2,651
	17,029
	5.2%
	3.7%
	4.9%

	13
	Nagaland
	58,160
	5,630
	63,790
	16.4%
	4.4%
	13.2%

	14
	Manipur
	29,192
	4,894
	34,086
	6.5%
	3.1%
	5.6%

	15
	Mizoram
	5,583
	2,195
	7,778
	4.5%
	2.0%
	3.3%

	16
	Tripura
	11,656
	1,904
	13,560
	2.1%
	1.3%
	1.9%

	17
	Meghalaya
	41,632
	2,837
	44,469
	6.4%
	2.3%
	5.8%

	18
	Assam
	262,259
	22,553
	284,812
	4.2%
	3.0%
	4.0%

	19
	West Bengal
	392,450
	157,642
	550,092
	3.1%
	3.4%
	3.2%

	20
	Jharkhand
	370,513
	29,763
	400,276
	5.6%
	1.8%
	4.9%

	21
	Odisha
	303,042
	31,374
	334,416
	4.2%
	2.6%
	4.0%

	22
	Chhattisgarh
	237,742
	20,031
	257,773
	5.3%
	1.7%
	4.6%

	23
	Madhya Pradesh
	608,123
	92,116
	700,239
	4.7%
	2.3%
	4.2%

	24
	Gujarat
	326,057
	137,020
	463,077
	4.4%
	3.0%
	3.9%

	25
	Daman & Diu
	166
	715
	881
	1.4%
	3.0%
	2.5%

	26
	Dadra & Nagar Haveli
	1,474
	581
	2,055
	3.4%
	2.1%
	2.9%

	27
	Maharashtra
	489,104
	238,828
	727,932
	4.1%
	2.8%
	3.5%

	28
	Andhra Pradesh
	273,661
	70,312
	343,973
	4.3%
	2.8%
	3.9%

	29
	Telangana
	198,702
	130,328
	329,030
	4.7%
	5.3%
	4.9%

	30
	Karnataka
	287,600
	133,745
	421,345
	4.1%
	3.3%
	3.8%

	31
	Goa
	3,369
	6,640
	10,009
	4.2%
	4.9%
	4.6%

	32
	Lakshadweep
	13
	68
	81
	0.5%
	0.8%
	0.7%

	33
	Kerala
	24, 675
	20,761
	45,436
	0.9%
	0.8%
	0.8%

	34
	Tamil Nadu
	157,748
	126,484
	284,232
	2.5%
	2.3%
	2.4%

	35
	Puducherry
	787
	1,386
	2,173
	1.2%
	1.0%
	1.1%

	36
	Andaman & Nicobar Islands
	1,099
	573
	1,672
	2.7%
	2.4%
	2.6%

	Total (India)
	8,102,341
	2,026,322
	10,128,663
	4.3%
	2.9%
	3.9%


  Source: Census of India, 2001 and 2011.
	To know the significance of child labour in India is discussed above. It is shows the total child labour population, child labour by gender wise in all of the states, child labour in all the social categories and child labour in rural and urban areas child laour ion the all the states is discussed. 
Discussion
Child labour as a monumental and persistent problem in 21st-century India, despite legislative efforts and global growth. The study analyze the issue through various lenses, including causes, demographics, sectors, and geographic shifts. Core Causes of Child Labou identify poverty as the primary driver of child labour in India. Other significant factors include, Socio-economic backwardness and illiteracy among parents. Lack of educational infrastructure, particularly for girls where schools may be too far away or lack proper facilities. Family demand, where children are forced to drop out of school to supplement household income. Cultural factors that lead to gender discrimination and different work expectations for boys and girls.
Trends and Magnitude (2001–2011)
While the overall incidence of child labour in India decreased from 5% to 3.9% between 2001 and 2011, the distribution shifted to Rural vs. Urban: Rural areas saw a decline (5.9% to 4.3%), whereas urban areas experienced an increase (2.1% to 2.9%). This urban increase is attributed to families migrating from rural areas due to a lack of employment opportunities. Children from Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Scheduled Castes (SC) are significantly more likely to be in the workforce due to socio-economic deprivation. For instance, ST child labour incidence was 10.1% in 2001 and remained high at 6.7% in 2011. Male Children are more likely to work outside the house in visible sectors. Female Children  Often start working earlier than boys and are concentrated in home-based work such as cooking, sweeping, and sibling care. When household chores and subsistence activities (Extended SNA) are included, the contribution of girls is often greater than that of boys. Nowhere Children  Approximately 10% of children fall into this category, meaning they are neither in school nor officially in the workforce.
Sectoral Distribution
Agriculture remains the largest employer of children, particularly in rural areas where over 70% of child workers are engaged as cultivators or labourers. In urban areas, children are heavily concentrated in wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing, and construction. Specific industries mentioned include glass, locks, gems, matches, fireworks, and beedi making.
Recommendations for Reform
Making education legally mandatory and improving school environments to encourage attendance. Government action to address the root cause of the problem. Involvement of NGOs, trade unions, and corporate entities to rehabilitate child labourers and move them from hazardous industries into schools.Implementing National Child Labour Projects (NCLP) that include vocational training and non-formal education with stipends.
Conclusion
Child labour remains a monumental and complex challenge for 21st-century India, despite legislative efforts and recent initiatives to promote education. While the national incidence of child labour decreased from 5% in 2001 to 3.9% in 2011, this decline has been less progressive than expected. While rural areas saw a decline, urban areas witnessed an increase in child labour (from 2.1% to 2.9%), largely attributed to rural-to-urban migration by families seeking employment. The document emphasizes that the problem is inextricably linked to poverty, socio-economic backwardness, and systemic inequality, with children from Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) facing the highest risk of being pushed into the workforce. Ultimately, the document suggests that abolishing child labour requires a multi-pronged approach involving compulsory education, poverty eradication, and the active participation of NGOs and corporate entities.
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Child Labour in India, 2001-2011
2001	
Rural	Urban	Total	5.900000000000017E-2	2.1000000000000039E-2	5.0000000000000058E-2	2011	
Rural	Urban	Total	4.3000000000000003E-2	2.9000000000000026E-2	3.9000000000000076E-2	

Child Labour by Duration of Work, 2001- 2011 (Million)
Main Child Workers	Rural, 2001	Rural,2011	Urban, 2001	Urban, 2011	Total, 2001	Total, 2011	4.8199999999999985	3.27	0.96000000000000063	1.08	5.78	4.3499999999999996	Marginal Child Workers 	Rural, 2001	Rural,2011	Urban, 2001	Urban, 2011	Total, 2001	Total, 2011	6.52	4.83	0.36000000000000032	0.94000000000000061	6.89	5.78	

Shift in Child Labour across Gender 
2001	Female, Rural	Female, Urban	Female, Total	Male, Rural	Male, Urban	Male, Total	5.4	0.4	5.9	5.9	0.9	6.8	2011	Female, Rural	Female, Urban	Female, Total	Male, Rural	Male, Urban	Male, Total	3.7	0.8	4.5	4.4000000000000004	1.2	5.6	



