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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript will help policymakers in Sri Lanka to reorient trade strategy toward structural transformation. It will enable stakeholders to integrate environmental standards into trade agreements. It will help in strengthening macroeconomic and institutional resilience of Sri Lanka’s economy. In general, it will help Sri Lanka to convert trade into a genuine pathway for achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.
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	Please can you do the following editing in red under Materials and Methods
2.2 Model Specification
(2) if all variables are found to be integrated at level or first difference, the existence of cointegration is tested using the bounds approach developed by Pesaran et al (Pesaran et al, 2001 instead of Pesaran et al).

2.2.1 Economic Growth Model

These controls are widely used to capture price stability, investment dynamics, energy demand and capital accumulation in ARDL-based growth and sustainability models (Adu & Marbuah, 2011; Shahbaz, Tiwari, & Nasir, The effects of financial development, economic growth, coal consumption and trade openness on CO2 emissions in South Africa, 2013; Belloumi & Alshehry, 2020; Pujiati, et al., 2023).   (Adu & Marbuah, 2011; Shahbaz, Tiwari, & Nasir, 2013; Belloumi & Alshehry, 2020; Pujiati, et al., 2023) instead of (Adu & Marbuah, 2011; Shahbaz, Tiwari, & Nasir, The effects of financial development, economic growth, coal consumption and trade openness on CO2 emissions in South Africa, 2013; Belloumi & Alshehry, 2020; Pujiati, et al., 2023).

Please can you do the following editing in red under Results and Interpretation

3.1 Descriptive Statistics
Table 8 (provided in Appendix) presents pairwise correlations. Exports are positively correlated with electricity consumption and total trade and (is instead of and) negatively correlated with unemployment.

3.2 Stationarity and Bounds Testing
Therefore, stationarity was assessed using 3, unit root tests (3 unit root tests instead of 3, unit root tests) for the findings to be robust.
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Fig. 1. Policy Framework for Achieving SDGs with Trade as an Enabler
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