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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is incredibly important for the scientific community because it tackles the ongoing and complicated issue of child labor within the context of India’s economic struggles in the 21st century. By linking child labor to structural inequalities, policy shortcomings, and socio-economic pressures, it offers valuable insights that can enhance both academic discussions and evidence-based policymaking. The work enriches interdisciplinary scholarship by connecting economics, public health, and social justice, providing a well-rounded view of how child labor continues to fuel cycles of poverty and obstruct sustainable development. Additionally, its findings can lay the groundwork for comparative studies and global conversations about labor rights, equity, and ethical economic growth.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, Invisible Hands: Child Labour and Economic Challenges in 21st Century India, is quite striking. It captures the hidden aspects of child labour and its ties to larger economic issues. However, it might come off as a bit metaphorical, which could muddle things for a scientific audience that usually values clarity and straightforwardness.

Below are some alternative title suggestions that keep the impact while enhancing clarity and making them more suitable for an academic setting:

Child Labour and Economic Challenges in 21st Century India: Unseen Realities and Policy Implications

The Invisible Hands of Child Labour: Economic and Social Challenges in Today’s India

Child Labour in Modern India: Economic Pressures and Social Consequences

Economic Challenges and the Ongoing Issue of Child Labour in 21st Century India

Each of these options clearly emphasizes the connection between child labour and economic context, all while keeping a strong and engaging tone.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is already quite comprehensive and well-structured, covering incidence, trends, socio-economic drivers, gender dimensions, sectoral distribution, and policy recommendations. It demonstrates depth and clarity. That said, a few refinements could strengthen it further:

Suggested Improvements

Clarity of contribution: Make it clear what this study adds to the existing literature (for example, “This study highlights urban migration as a significant factor driving the increase of child labour in cities”).

Policy relevance: Briefly point out how the findings can be useful for policymakers, NGOs, or international organizations beyond just India.

Research gap framing: The mention of “Extended SNA activities” is a great touch—consider emphasizing this more as a standout contribution of the study.

Conciseness: Some details, like listing specific hazardous industries, could be trimmed or moved to the main text to keep the abstract focused on the broader findings.

Future outlook: Add a sentence about the implications for future research (for instance, “Further studies should look into post-2011 trends and how digital economies affect child labour”).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript seems to be on solid scientific ground when it comes to its structure, data sources, and interpretation. It relies on reputable datasets like the Census of India, NSS, and ILO reports, presenting clear quantitative findings along with a socio-economic analysis. The trends, drivers, and disparities are explained logically, and the focus on gender and caste dimensions adds to its depth.

However, there are a few ways to boost its scientific accuracy:

- Providing more clarity on the methodology (like how the data was analyzed and what statistical techniques were employed).

- Addressing limitations more explicitly, such as the reliance on data that only goes up to 2011 and the lack of more recent figures.

- Emphasizing how this study's approach differs from or builds on previous research.

Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and offers valuable insights, but enhancing methodological transparency and acknowledging data limitations would make it even more robust.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language quality of this article is suitable for scholarly communications
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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