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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes significantly to the scientific community by offering a data-driven analysis of child labour in India using sources such as the Census of India, the National Sample Survey, and the International Labour Organization. It highlights key trends between 2001 and 2011, including rural–urban shifts, sectoral patterns, and persistent inequalities among marginalized social groups.

Importantly, the study draws attention to underexplored issues such as “nowhere children” and the invisibility of girls’ unpaid labour, thereby enriching existing measurement frameworks. Overall, it provides valuable empirical insights to guide future research, policy reforms, and evidence-based interventions aimed at eliminating child labour.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable enough for the work.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and succeeds in presenting the background, key findings, major drivers, and broad recommendations of the study. It clearly outlines the data sources (e.g., Census of India, National Sample Survey, and International Labour Organization reports), the rural–urban shift, sectoral concentration, and the disproportionate burden on SC and ST communities. These elements make the abstract informative and policy-relevant.

However, I advise that a clear statement of research design/methodology be given, like clearly stating that this work adopts a qualitative design, etc… The abstract would also benefit from explicit statement of research objective, a concise sentence clarifying the core aim; and a stronger concluding remark or statement to broaden scholarship
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically valid in its data usage and general conclusions

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Based on the manuscript and typical standards in the field, the reference list in the manuscript appears limited in terms of both quantity and recency. While foundational sources such as the Census of India, the National Sample Survey, and the International Labour Organization are essential and correctly included, the manuscript relies heavily on older or descriptive sources with less engagement with recent peer-reviewed research on child labour, vulnerability, and socio-economic determinants. I therefore recommend that the author(s) should engage and integrate additional sources in order to enhance theoretical framing, especially around social exclusion and measurement issues; anchor empirical claims with recent evidence and methodological rigor; demonstrate engagement with current academic research trends post-2015.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, it is.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Even though the manuscript addresses an important issue using credible data sources such as the Census of India and the International Labour Organization, and provides useful descriptive insights, it requires major revisions, particularly in clarity, analytical depth, theoretical framing, and inclusion of more recent scholarly literatures, before it can meet strong academic publication standards.


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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