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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper addresses an important and socially relevant issue by examining the financial consequences of alcoholism on households in Kerala, India. The comparative design between alcoholics and non-alcoholics from similar socio-economic backgrounds enhances the policy relevance of the findings. Overall, the study contributes meaningfully to research in public health economics and household financial vulnerability.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The term “alcohol-induced stress” may create conceptual confusion as the study primarily measures financial stress due to alcoholism, Therefore, alternative is suggested “Financial Consequences of Alcoholism on Household Welfare: Evidence from Kerala, India”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides the objective and the sample size with major statistical findings such as odds ratios and chi square results. But it briefly states the sample strategy as well as the analytical methods. Also, there is some repetition in the last few lines that could be omitted. A tiny edit would make the statement clearer and more exact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Paper is generally scientifically sound in design and analytical approach. However, extremely large odds ratio (OR = 111.67) requires careful interpretation. Causality cannot be inferred due to cross-sectional design.ohh
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used are appropriate but quite old, and only a few recent papers (within the last five to seven years) have been cited. Therefore, include recent (2018–2024) peer-reviewed literature on alcohol economics, household finance vulnerability, and addiction-related poverty cycles.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable, but it still needs a professional editor (at least one round) to polish the grammar, sentence construction and overall scholarly style. Further, minor typographical and formatting inconsistencies in tables can be done.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The research is of great interest to both policy makers and the society at large, as it shows how alcoholism directly leads to an economic burden which then adversely impacts the welfare and financial stability of the household. However, It is strongly advised that the authors add a Limitations section, mainly to recognize that by only drawing the sample from Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) groups, one may miss out on untreated or non, affiliated alcoholics, which consequently impacts the generalizability of the findings. Moreover, the manuscript should clearly indicate whether it has received ethical approval and if the researchers have followed the procedure of obtaining informed consent, since those elements are crucial when conducting research on human subjects. Additionally, the tables need some minor reformatting in order to make them clearer and easier to read.
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