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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents the initial preliminary data concerning plasmid-mediated quinolone resistance in uropathogenic Escherichia coli isolates obtained from women in Cotonou. The information regarding antimicrobial resistance in this area is scarce, and this study offers significant local epidemiological insights. The detection of QnrB and QnrS genes, coupled with phylogenetic analysis, enhances the comprehension of resistance spread in West Africa. These results are crucial for informing antibiotic stewardship strategies and bolstering surveillance initiatives in resource-constrained environments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally suitable and reflects the content of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally thorough and well-structured. Nevertheless, several enhancements are recommended:

The sample size (n = 20) ought to be clearly stated in the Results section of the abstract.

The assertion concerning Africa and Qnr genes in the study design section could be condensed or more seamlessly integrated into the background.

There are minor discrepancies between the antibiotics detailed in the methodology and those shown in the results tables, this needs clarification.

The conclusion might briefly acknowledge the small sample size as a limitation.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript fundamentally sounds in its scientific design and methodology. Nevertheless, several issues need to be resolved such as:
The sample size is limited, which restricts the statistical power and generalizability.

There are some numerical discrepancies noted in the discussion such as the percentages of Qnr genes are reported inconsistently across different sections).

Minor inconsistencies exist between the antibiotics mentioned in the methods (10 versus 12 antibiotics).

The description of the statistical analysis is somewhat brief; providing more detail on expected counts and the assumptions for Chi-square testing would enhance the manuscript.

Repetition is noted in the Discussion section.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are generally pertinent and encompass both classical and more recent studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of English needs enhancement. It is highly recommended to undertake professional English language editing prior to publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study tackles a significant regional public health concern and offers novel local data. However, considerable revisions are necessary concerning consistency, clarity, language quality, statistical reporting, and methodological transparency before it can be considered suitable for publication.
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