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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the relationship between topography and soil physicochemical properties in volcanic mountainous agro-ecosystems, contributing to a better understanding of soil variability across slope positions. The findings are particularly significant for the scientific community because they demonstrate how landscape position strongly influences soil fertility, moisture retention, and texture, which are critical factors for sustainable agricultural productivity. By highlighting the spatial variability of soil nutrients and physical characteristics, the study supports the development of site-specific soil management and precision agriculture strategies in mountainous regions. Furthermore, the results contribute to the broader body of knowledge on soil–landscape interactions and offer practical implications for improving soil conservation, nutrient management, and sustainable land use planning in tropical volcanic environments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title “Erosion-Driven Fertility Gradients: Topographic Modulation of Soil Physicochemical Properties on Mount Cameroon’s Volcanic Slopes” is scientifically sound and relevant to the content of your manuscript. It clearly reflects the key elements of the study—erosion, topography, soil physicochemical properties, and the Mount Cameroon volcanic landscape. The title is also appropriate for academic journals because it highlights both the process (erosion-driven gradients) and the study area.
Possible Alternative Titles

· Topographic Influence on Soil Physicochemical Properties along the Volcanic Slopes of Mount Cameroon

· Slope Position Effects on Soil Fertility and Physicochemical Properties in the Volcanic Landscape of Mount Cameroon

· Topography-Controlled Variations in Soil Physicochemical Properties on Mount Cameroon’s Volcanic Slopes


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally clear, informative, and well-structured, as it includes the main components of a scientific abstract such as the research objective, study area, methodology, key results, and practical implications. It effectively highlights the influence of topographic position on soil physicochemical properties and presents important statistical results, which strengthens the scientific value of the study. However, a few improvements could further enhance its clarity, conciseness, and readability for the scientific community.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears to be scientifically sound and logically structured. The study clearly defines its objective—examining the influence of slope position on soil physicochemical properties—and applies appropriate field sampling, laboratory analysis, and statistical techniques to address the research question. The use of a stratified sampling approach, standard soil analysis methods, and statistical tools such as one-way ANOVA and Pearson correlation is appropriate for evaluating spatial variability of soil properties across topographic positions. The interpretation of results is also consistent with established soil science principles. The observed enrichment of nutrients and moisture in lower slopes and reduced fertility with coarser texture on upper slopes aligns with well-known processes such as erosion, sediment deposition, and topography-driven redistribution of soil particles and organic matter. Similarly, the explanation that exchangeable potassium remained relatively stable due to continuous weathering of volcanic parent materials is scientifically plausible in volcanic landscapes.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is generally adequate and relevant to the topic of the manuscript. It includes a good combination of classic methodological references (e.g., Blake, 1965 for bulk density; Bouyoucos, 1962 for particle size analysis) and recent studies (2020–2025) that address the influence of topography on soil physicochemical properties. The inclusion of studies from Cameroon and similar tropical or mountainous environments strengthens the contextual relevance of the research. Therefore, the references are largely sufficient and reasonably up to date.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall English and language quality of the manuscript is suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is generally clear, structured, and consistent with the style expected in scientific articles. Technical terms related to soil science, topography, and statistical analysis are used appropriately, and the manuscript effectively conveys the research objectives, methods, results and conclusions.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript presents a well-designed and relevant study on the influence of topography on soil physicochemical properties in the volcanic slopes of Mount Cameroon. The research addresses an important topic in soil science, land management, and sustainable agriculture, particularly in mountainous agro-ecosystems where slope position strongly affects soil fertility and crop productivity. The sampling strategy, laboratory analyses, and statistical methods used in the study are appropriate and provide meaningful insights into soil variability across landscape positions. The results are clearly presented and demonstrate that topographic position significantly influences several key soil properties, which has important implications for nutrient management and soil conservation. The discussion linking erosion, sediment redistribution, and moisture retention to fertility gradients is scientifically sound and consistent with established soil–landscape relationships.
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