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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community as it fills in the data gap that exists in this area of research and in this part of the globe.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Adequate
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	suitable
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study area should be expanded to provide a better context for the study.  Although the area is largely dry, the winters are rainy and would have some impact on aerosol concentrations.  Therefore, the study area should be described in greater details to include rainfall, geographical setting, wind direction and speed, etc.  It was noted that seasonal analysis was done of the data so it is important to speak about the weather in Iraq.  Also some areas contain marshes and would have some impact on the spatial analysis.

Data sources – provide justification for the time period.  What this the only dataset available? Did relevant data exist prior to 2010?

Analysis of Temporal Trends – what are the tests that could have been used to detect long-term temporal trends? Why was Mann-Kendall chosen? What are the advantages and disadvantages of this test?
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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