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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides rigorous causal evidence on whether AfCFTA is already increasing export product diversification in Africa. By using the Synthetic Control Method, it strengthens inference beyond correlations and projection-based studies. Its explicit treatment of non-tariff measures clarifies a key mechanism that can dampen diversification gains despite tariff liberalization. The findings offer a strong empirical benchmark for research on regional integration, structural transformation, and trade policy design.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in design and logic, and the use of the Synthetic Control Method (SCM) is appropriate for causal inference in a policy setting such as AfCFTA implementation. The inclusion of placebo tests and the explicit modeling of non-tariff measures (NTMs) strengthen internal validity and demonstrate methodological rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Your reference list is reasonably recent (many 2020–2024 items) and broadly covers AfCFTA, diversification, and NTMs. That said, it is not yet fully sufficient for a causal/SCM paper because it under-cites (i) the modern SCM/“multiple treated units” methodological literature and (ii) authoritative AfCFTA/NTM institutional sources that are standard in this area.
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