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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the scientific community by empirically examining the fundamental impact of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) on product diversification. 

Through integrating non-tariff measures (NTMs) as a facilitating factor, the study provides a nuanced understanding of how trade liberalization cooperates with governing barriers to form diversification outcomes. 

The use of the Synthetic Control Method adds methodological accuracy and strengthens the reliability of the answers.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and relevant to the manuscript’s focus; however, a shorter version such as ‘AfCFTA and Export Diversification: The Role of Non-Tariff Measures’ may enhance readability and accessibility for a wider audience.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is complete and well-structured, as it clearly presents the research objective, methodology, and main findings. It effectively highlights the causal effect of AfCFTA on product diversification and the intervening role of non-tariff measures, which is central to the study. However, I suggest the presence of a brief statement on the policy relevance and practical implications of the results, this would enhance the manuscript’s entreaty together scholars and policymakers.  Scope of the dataset or number of countries analyzed would improve transparency and strengthen the abstract’s accuracy. Overall, the abstract is strong, but these modifications would make it more informative and impactful for the scientific community.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct, with a comprehensive speculative foundation and appropriate methodology. The use of the Synthetic Control Method and reliable data sources gives reliability to the results. Minor improvements could be made by clarifying robustness checks and acknowledging dataset limitations, but overall the study demonstrates strong scientific validity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, However, the inclusion of a few more recent and authoritative sources would further enhance the manuscript’s scholarly depth.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	 English quality meets the standards expected in peer-reviewed publications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript makes a timely and valuable contribution to the literature on AfCFTA and product diversification, with minor refinements needed to maximize its scholarly and policy impact.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

no
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