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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable information on the morphological traits, growth habits, and nut yield performance of local and exotic hazelnut germplasm in the temperate regions of Kashmir. Such comparative evaluations are important for identifying promising genotypes that can support breeding programs and improve hazelnut cultivation in Himalayan environments. The study also contributes useful baseline data for researchers working on germplasm characterization and orchard management. Therefore, the manuscript has practical significance for horticultural scientists and crop improvement programs.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear and reflects the content of the study appropriately. It accurately describes the comparative evaluation of growth traits, bud morphology, and yield performance of hazelnut germplasm in the Kashmir region.
However, it could be slightly simplified for clarity, for example: “Comparative Evaluation of Growth Traits and Yield Performance of Local and Exotic Hazelnut Germplasm in Kashmir Himalaya.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally clear and summarizes the objectives, methodology, and key findings of the study. However, it could be improved by briefly mentioning the number of genotypes evaluated and highlighting the most important high-yielding genotypes identified in the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript appears scientifically sound. The methodology for evaluating morphological traits and yield parameters is appropriate, and the use of frequency analysis and Duncan Multiple Range Test for yield comparison is acceptable. The results are clearly presented and adequately discussed in relation to previous studies.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally adequate and relevant to the subject. They include important works on hazelnut biology, morphology, and orchard management. However, the authors may consider including a few more recent studies on hazelnut germplasm evaluation and breeding to further strengthen the literature review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable, but minor grammatical and formatting corrections are recommended to improve clarity and readability. A careful language editing would further enhance the overall quality of the manuscript.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript provides useful information on the diversity and performance of hazelnut genotypes in the Kashmir region. The identification of high-yielding genotypes such as SKAU-KGHN-021 and SKAU-KGHN-006 is particularly valuable for future breeding and cultivation programs. With minor improvements in language and formatting, the manuscript would be suitable for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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