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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a relevant topic for both researchers and farmers by examining the effects of zinc application strategies - soil‑applied Zn, foliar sprays (ZnSO₄ and Nano‑Zn), and microbial bioinoculants (zinc‑solubilizing bacteria) on rice growth, yield performance, and soil zinc availability under conditions in Central India. The findings indicate that zinc application enhances plant height, number of tillers, grain and straw yield, and zinc uptake by rice. The study also reports an improvement in DTPA‑extractable zinc levels in the soil, highlighting the importance of zinc fertilization for maintaining rice productivity in zinc‑deficient environments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the manuscript is clear, informative, and appropriately reflects the content of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is a brief, comprehensive summary of the contents of the manuscript. However, the abbreviation RDF should be defined on its first use as Recommended Fertilizer Rate. In addition, authors should choose keywords that more accurately reflect the focus of the study. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The information presented in the manuscript is consistent with the existing scientific literature on crop response to various zinc application strategies, including soil application, foliar sprays, nanoformulations, and microbial inoculation. The findings are consistent with previously reported effects of zinc fertilization on plant growth, yield enhancement, and improvements in soil zinc availability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The number of references is adequate and appropriate for the needs of the study.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language used in the manuscript is clear and appropriate for scientific communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	In the Materials and Methods section, the authors should provide descriptions of the soil‑applied Zn, Nano-Zn, and microbial bio-inoculants (zinc‑solubilizing bacteria), as well as the nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium fertilizers used.
In the section “Results and Discussion” (3.4. DTPA-extractable zinc), there is a technical error: the term “chelaters” should be corrected to “chelators”.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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