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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript offers a multidimensional analysis of livelihood security in rice-based Integrated Farming System (IFS) farmers in the environmentally sensitive below-sea-level ecosystem of Kuttanad, Kerala. The manuscript is important as it uses the Sustainable Livelihood Security Index (SLSI) framework at the sub-index level, providing detailed information on food, occupation, habitat, education, social, health, and environmental aspects. The fact that environmental security is the weakest sub-index points to the need to address this issue in climate-smart agro-ecosystems. The results of the manuscript will be an important source of empirical information for policymakers, extension organizations, and researchers interested in integrated farming, rural livelihoods, and sustainable agriculture in wetland ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes , the title is appropriate .
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-organized and has objectives, methodology, sample size, statistical tools, key findings, and conclusion.

The suggested improvements are as follows:

· Mention the cross-sectional design a little more explicitly.

· Slightly condense the correlation findings for better readability.

· Explain the interpretation of the overall SLSI value of 0.763 as “medium-high boundary” a little more clearly.

· The abstract is comprehensive and scientifically sound.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically valid.

Minor suggestions:

Some sentences can be clarified (grammar and formatting errors need to be corrected).

Formatting of tables and figures should be uniform.

Minor typographical errors should be corrected (for example, some inconsistencies in capitalization in headings).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are relevant and properly cited. The document contains both the basic and the latest literature (up to 2023).

Suggestion:

· The authors may consider adding 1-2 latest international literature (2022-2024) on the following topics:

· Climate resilience in integrated farming systems

· Applications of sustainable livelihood index in wetland agriculture

In general, the references are adequate and relevant.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is clear but needs some minor language editing in the following areas:

Grammatical consistency , Typographical errors ,Organizing sentences in the Discussion section ,Minor language editing is necessary before publication. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-organized and logically structured.

The correlation matrix is informative.

The figures (radar chart and heatmap) are helpful but need to be formatted.

The result on environmental security is very useful and should be highlighted slightly in the conclusion.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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