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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper could address an important issue for the mechanization of modern, sustainable farming systems for small scale producers. However, it displays a very mechanical, machine oriented point of view not considering the environmental effects of rotary tillage equipment, such as extreme soil degradation, erosion risk and loss of soil biodiversity and soil water. The viewpoint reflects a state of the art from some 40 years ago, when tillage was considered necessary and not harmful and where this was merely a mechanical problem, not an agronomic or environmental one. In the meantime in broad scale agriculture the rotary tiller has not gained large importance, it is mostly limited to special crops, vegetable and gardening. Also the combined large scale roto-seeders have had their boom some 40-50 years ago. However, roto-planters have gained importance in mechanizing small scale farming, particularly in China, India, Nepal and Bangladesh. And more so when developing roto-strip-planters for Conservation Agriculture direct seeding with minimal soil disturbance for small scale farmers using single axle tractors. This development is not reflected in the paper, nor are papers from those countries looking at these specific planters, such as the multicrop versatile planter from Bangladesh, mentioned in the references.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The paper only considers the machine system, not the cropping system. Therefore it is suggested to change the title to …: a machine system review
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes; however, the fact that roto-tiller planter options for single axle tractors, and in China also for 4 Wheel tractors, have extensively been researched and developed, is not mentioned, nor is any of the specific papers cited.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Many relevant references of researchers working on the specific topic of this paper are not cited and listed, while the paper claims that the specific topic of roto-tiller and planter systems has not been researched.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The paper addresses a valid problem but ignores the work done on that topic. The point of view of the paper is strictly mechanical without consideration of the purpose of these tools and the developments in agriculture, land management and soil science. It needs considerable improvement in explaining the specific niche for roto-planters, which is mostly low cost light weight direct seeding equipment for small scale farmers with challenging soil and residue conditions.
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