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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript focuses on the biological management of target leaf spot of cotton using bacterial endophytes, which is an important topic in sustainable plant disease management. The study provides useful information on the antagonistic potential of Bacillus species against Corynespora cassiicola. The integration of laboratory screening, molecular detection of antibiotic genes, and field evaluation strengthens the relevance of the work. The findings contribute to the development of eco-friendly alternatives to chemical fungicides for cotton disease management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally appropriate and reflects the content of the manuscript. However, it may be slightly modified for clarity.

Suggested title:
“Biological Management of Cotton Target Leaf Spot (Corynespora cassiicola) Using Bacterial Endophytes”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract summarizes the objectives, methodology, and key findings of the study. However, it can be improved by presenting the background more clearly and by avoiding very long sentences. The abstract should also briefly highlight the significance of the findings for sustainable agriculture.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and the experimental approach is appropriate for evaluating the antagonistic potential of bacterial endophytes. The study includes in vitro screening, SEM observations, PCR detection of lipopeptide genes, and validation under glasshouse and field conditions, which strengthens the results.

However, some methodological descriptions need minor clarification, particularly regarding replication details and statistical interpretation. Minor corrections in the presentation of results and discussion will further improve the scientific clarity.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes an adequate number of references related to endophytic bacteria and biological control of plant pathogens. Most of the cited literature is relevant to the topic. However, the authors may consider including a few recent studies related to Bacillus-based biocontrol agents in crop disease management to further strengthen the discussion.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript contains useful scientific information, but the English language requires improvement. Several sentences need grammatical correction and better sentence structure. Editing for language clarity and consistency will improve readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Some typographical and formatting errors should be corrected throughout the manuscript.

2. Scientific names of microorganisms should be written in italics consistently.

3. Figures and tables should be properly labelled and referenced in the text.

4. The discussion section can be slightly strengthened by comparing the present results with similar studies
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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