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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This paper tackles a significant issue in maize farming among smallholders in sub-humid and semi-arid areas of Sub-Saharan Africa, specifically the deterioration of soil fertility and restricted availability of synthetic fertilizers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title is clear. No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes, abstract is well organized and sufficiently detailed. However, author may clearly indicate the application rates of chitosan manure and DAP fertilizer used in the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is. The experimental design based on RCBD, together with the data collection procedures and statistical analyses conducted using ANOVA and LSD, appropriately addresses the study objectives. Minor improvements in consistency of units and terminology (e.g., harvest index presentation).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. The reference list is comprehensive and current (2020–2025), with relevant studies addressing soil fertility management, organic nutrient sources, maize production, and chitosan/bat guano application.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The manuscript contains minor grammatical issues and instances of repetitive wording, should be revised.
	

	Optional/General comments
	Tables are clear and informative, but minor formatting consistency (e.g., units and headings) is recommended.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	
Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
There are no apparent ethical issues in this manuscript.
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