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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable comprehension regarding morphological diversity and varietal distinctness of rice germplasm using standardized DUS descriptors. The application of Shannon-Weaver Diversity Index offers a quantitative approach to assess phenotypic diversity, thereby supporting genetic improvement and germplasm management strategies in rice research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is generally appropriate as it reflects the major components of the study: Morphological characterization, Diversity analysis, Rice genotypes, and the use of DUS descriptors. However, it has a minor grammatical error (DUS Descriptor should be plural DUS Descriptors).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well structured and informative, as it clearly states the objective, methodology and major findings of the study. However, a few minor improvements could enhance its clarity and accuracy. 
· There is an inconsistency in the number of genotypes, as the abstract mentions sixty-nine genotypes while other sections of the manuscript mentions seventy-seven. This should be corrected for consistency.
· Clearly mention the number of replications (RCBD) to provide clearer methodological context.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound ad appropriate. A few citations are missing or duplicated. Some references cited in the discussion are not listed in the reference section, which should be corrected for accuracy.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and relevant. Correct inconsistencies and remove duplicates. It’s better to include few more recent studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall language and English quality of the manuscript are acceptable for the scholarly communication. Few spelling errors are there (Anthocyanin and Pubescence).
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	Editorial Comments (This section is reserved for the comments from journal editorial office and editors):



	
	Author’s Feedback

	You are hereby suggested to include following recent references to improve the quality of the manuscript.

Vanniarajan, C., Vinod, K. K., & Pereira, A. (2012). Molecular evaluation of genetic diversity and association studies in rice (Oryza sativa L.). Journal of genetics, 91(1), 9-19.
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