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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it provides a scientifically validated, culturally grounded approach to addressing preschool malnutrition using indigenous rice varieties and fortified nutrimix formulations. By integrating food science, nutrition, and sensory evaluation, the study offers practical evidence for developing acceptable, nutrient-dense supplementary foods suitable for large-scale public nutrition programs. The findings contribute to the growing body of knowledge on food-based interventions that balance nutritional adequacy with cultural acceptability and sensory quality. Moreover, the work has direct relevance for policymakers, nutritionists, and researchers seeking sustainable, locally adaptable solutions to childhood undernutrition.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes. The title of the article is suitable, as it clearly reflects the core focus of the study—namely the development, fortification, and sensory evaluation of nutrimix porridges derived from indigenous rice varieties for preschool children. It accurately conveys the subject matter, target population, and methodological emphasis, making it informative and relevant for readers in food science, nutrition, and public health. The title is concise, scientifically appropriate, and aligned with the content and objectives of the manuscript, thereby effectively attracting the intended academic and professional audience.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and practical implications of the study. It clearly highlights the problem of preschool malnutrition, the rationale for using fortified indigenous rice varieties, the experimental design, and the main sensory outcomes, which allows readers to quickly grasp the significance of the work.

No major additions or deletions are necessary. However, for further strengthening, the abstract could optionally include one brief line emphasizing the potential scalability or policy relevance of the findings for national nutrition programs such as ICDS, though its absence does not detract from the overall quality or completeness of the abstract.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically correct. The study design, selection of raw materials, formulation process, sensory evaluation methods, and statistical analyses are appropriate and aligned with established standards in food science and nutrition research. The interpretation of results is consistent with the data presented and is well supported by relevant scientific literature. Overall, the manuscript demonstrates scientific rigor, internal consistency, and validity, making its findings reliable and credible for the scientific community.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. The references are sufficient, relevant, and appropriately selected to support the objectives, methodology, and discussion of the manuscript. They include a balanced mix of foundational studies, authoritative international reports, and recent research in the fields of nutrition, food science, and public health. The cited literature adequately reflects current knowledge and provides strong scientific grounding for the study. At this stage, no additional references are necessary, as the existing bibliography effectively supports the arguments and conclusions presented in the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. The language and overall English quality of the manuscript are suitable for scholarly communication. The text is clear, coherent, and professionally written, with appropriate scientific terminology and consistent academic tone throughout. The arguments and findings are communicated effectively, allowing readers from related disciplines to easily understand the study. Only minor copyediting, if any, would be sufficient, and no substantive language revisions are required.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript presents a well-designed, scientifically rigorous, and socially relevant study addressing an important public health issue—preschool malnutrition—through an innovative, culturally appropriate food-based intervention. The integration of indigenous rice varieties with fortification and sensory optimization is a notable strength, offering both scientific novelty and practical applicability. The methodology is sound, the results are clearly presented and well interpreted, and the conclusions are firmly supported by the data. Overall, the study makes a valuable contribution to the fields of food science, nutrition, and public health, and has strong potential for application in supplementary nutrition programs.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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