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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Given the public health significance of hepatitis B in resource limited settings as is the case in this study. The study is quite timely as it explores HBV prevalence in a vulnerable population group. HBV left unaddressed in pregnant women   can lead to increased morbidity and mortality.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	On paragraph 2 line 2, the phrase “During pregnancy, HBV poses a risk of vertical transmission and adverse outcomes”. Can be rephrased as “There is an increased risk of vertical transmission and other adverse events from HBV infection during pregnancy”  

On the methods, kindly add the period or duration of the cross sectional descriptive study and how the participants were recruited.

On the conclusion avoid using low because our population is a vulnerable group and we are looking at elimination of triple infection here.”The observed prevalence in our study was 1.6% indicating the need to screen HBV in pregnant women. Only 65.6% of participants had knowledge of HBV, While awareness of vertical transmission (40.8%), preventive measures (33.6%), and treatment options (28%) was low”.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	 Yes the Manuscript is scientifically 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	At the introduction reference the statement  “It is estimated that around 2 billion individuals worldwide show serological signs of either past or ongoing HBV infection, with over 257 million people living with chronic HBV”

Paragraph 4 of the introduction ((Odenwald and Paul, 2022)). Remove double brackets on the references

 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	For the following studies were the settings community or health facility based;In sub-Saharan Africa, infection rates among pregnant women range from 9% to 20%, highlighting the substantial burden faced by the region (Larebo et al., 2024). In Nigeria, previous studies reported prevalence rates of 7.0% in Kano, 8.3% in Abuja, 6.7% in Bauchi, 10.2% in Benue, 7.4% in Jos and 19.5% in Keffi (Jesse and Henry, 2025).

This section of paragraph 5 can be rephrased ‘Despite the documented burden of HBV, limited data exist regarding its prevalence among pregnant women attending primary and secondary healthcare facilities where most women in rural communities receive antenatal services’ as “ Although different studies have been conducted on the prevalence of HBV in pregnant women there is still a paucity in data. This study adds to the existing body of knowledge and also draws attention to the low awareness of modes of HBV transmission and prevention among pregnant women and a need for interventions to address these gaps.
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	Relabel and organise the tables and figures. The sum of the percentages on the table should be in percentage not absolute number 125
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No Ethical clearance was sought and obtained 
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