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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This Review provides a comprehensive overview of biotic stresses, plant defense mechanisms and integrated management strategies. The topic is important for sustainable fruit production and crop protection. The review also highlights emerging technologies such as genome editing, RNA interference and microbiome-based approaches. This review can be a useful resource for researchers with minor revisions and improved clarity.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and reflects the scope of the review. However, the term “challenges” is somewhat unclear because challenges related to managing biotic stresses are not discussed anywhere in the review. The author may clarify or reconsider the use of this term.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a good overview of the topic. However, there is a minor issue in the phrase “pathogens, insect pests, and nematodes,” since plant-parasitic nematodes are also pathogens. The wording could be improved for clarity. Minor grammatical and language improvements may also improve readability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is generally scientifically sound and provides an informative review of major biotic stresses affecting temperate fruit crops. However, a few improvements are suggested:

The plant defence mechanisms section discusses structural, chemical, PTI, and ETI responses but does not mention the role of defence signalling hormones such as salicylic acid (SA), jasmonic acid (JA) and ethylene (ET).

Please include the scientific name of the pathogen causing Alternaria leaf spot for consistency.

Ensure that all figures and tables are properly cited within the text.

Figure captions should be clear and self-explanatory.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and include several recent publications. However, the formatting of references should be reviewed for consistency. For example, some references appear justified while others are not. Please ensure that all references follow the journal’s formatting style. One reference is duplicate (ref 12, 52) with two different dates
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Minor grammatical corrections and formatting improvements are needed. Several bullet lists begin with lowercase letters which should be corrected for consistency.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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