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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a comprehensive overview of the major biotic stresses affecting temperate fruit crops and discusses the underlying mechanisms of plant defense as well as current management strategies. The topic is highly relevant to plant pathology, horticulture, and sustainable agriculture because biotic stresses continue to cause significant yield and quality losses in fruit production systems worldwide. The manuscript effectively integrates classical plant pathology knowledge with emerging technologies such as genomics, RNA interference, and microbiome engineering. Therefore, the article contributes valuable synthesized knowledge that may assist researchers, extension professionals, and crop protection specialists in developing more sustainable disease management strategies for temperate fruit production.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and clearly reflects the scope and content of the manuscript. It effectively communicates the key themes of the review, including mechanisms, challenges, and management strategies related to biotic stresses in temperate fruit crops.

However, the authors may consider a slightly more concise alternative such as:

Suggested title: Biotic Stresses in Temperate Fruit Crops: Mechanisms, Challenges, and Sustainable Management Strategies

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly summarizes the importance of temperate fruit crops, the major biotic stress agents, plant defense mechanisms, and modern management approaches. It provides a good overview of the scope and objectives of the review.

But, the abstract could be slightly improved by:

· Including one or two specific examples of major diseases or pests affecting temperate fruit crops.

· Briefly mentioning emerging technologies such as RNAi or microbiome engineering as key innovations in disease management.

Overall, the abstract is clear and informative but may benefit from minor refinement for improved clarity and specificity.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and presents accurate descriptions of plant–pathogen interactions, plant immune responses, and integrated disease management strategies. The discussion of pattern-triggered immunity (PTI), effector-triggered immunity (ETI), and biochemical plant defenses is consistent with current knowledge in plant pathology and molecular plant biology.

The review also appropriately discusses the role of integrated pest management (IPM), resistant cultivars, biological control agents, and modern biotechnology approaches. The manuscript demonstrates a good understanding of the complexity of plant defense systems and the need for integrated approaches in crop protection.

However, a few minor improvements could strengthen the scientific presentation:

· Some sections could include more specific examples from temperate fruit crops to improve applied relevance.

· The manuscript would benefit from brief discussion of climate change impacts on pathogen distribution and pest dynamics in temperate orchards.

· Figures should be clearly labeled and referenced in the text to enhance readability.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a substantial number of relevant references covering classical literature and recent advances in plant immunity, plant pathology, and crop protection. Several recent publications from 2020–2024 have been included, which strengthens the scientific relevance of the review.

But the authors may consider:

· Ensuring consistency in citation formatting across all references.

· Removing duplicate or very similar references (e.g., repeated CRISPR-related citations).

· Including additional recent literature on:

· climate change effects on fruit crop diseases

· precision agriculture or digital disease monitoring tools.

Overall, the references are adequate and relevant to the scope of the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally well written and understandable. The language is appropriate for academic communication and the structure of the paper is logical.

Minor editorial improvements are recommended, including:

· Correction of small grammatical inconsistencies
· Ensuring consistent capitalization and formatting of headings
· Improving sentence flow in some sections
A minor language editing pass would further improve readability and clarity.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript provides a clear and well-structured review of biotic stresses in temperate fruit crops and their management strategies. The inclusion of sections on plant immune mechanisms, integrated management approaches, and emerging biotechnological tools adds significant value to the review. The use of tables and figures helps summarize complex information effectively.

To further improve the manuscript, the authors may consider:

· Providing more crop-specific examples from apple, pear, peach, and cherry production systems.

· Expanding the future research directions section to include digital agriculture, early disease detection technologies, and climate-resilient management strategies.

· Ensuring that figures and tables are clearly referenced and described in the text.

Overall, the manuscript represents a useful synthesis of current knowledge and, with minor revisions, would make a valuable contribution to the literature on plant pathology and sustainable fruit production.

The manuscript is scientifically sound and well organized, but minor improvements in language, clarity, and contextual examples would further strengthen its impact.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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