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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses an important topic in pomology by reviewing the different types of apple rootstocks and their influence on orchard performance. Rootstock selection plays a critical role in determining tree vigor, yield efficiency, fruit quality, and tolerance to biotic and abiotic stresses in modern apple production systems. By compiling information on various rootstock series and their characteristics, the manuscript provides useful background knowledge for researchers, horticulturists and orchard managers involved in apple cultivation. Such reviews can help guide the selection of appropriate rootstocks for different agro-climatic conditions and orchard management systems. However, the scientific contribution of the manuscript could be further strengthened by improving the synthesis of literature and providing more critical analysis of the findings reported in previous studies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, “Apple rootstocks: Types, Characteristics and Their Influence on Orchard Performance,” generally reflects the main theme of the manuscript and indicates that the paper discusses different rootstock types and their effects on orchard performance. However, the title appears somewhat broad and could be made more informative by clearly indicating that the manuscript is a review-based synthesis of existing research. A more precise title would help readers quickly understand the scope and nature of the article.

Suggested alternative titles:

· A Review of Apple Rootstocks: Types, Characteristics and Their Influence on Orchard Performance

· Apple Rootstocks and Their Role in Orchard Performance: A Review

· Comparative Overview of Apple Rootstocks and Their Effects on Growth, Yield and Orchard Management

· Apple Rootstocks: Characteristics, Classification and Their Impact on Modern Orchard Systems
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a general overview of the topic and highlights the importance of apple rootstocks in determining tree vigor, productivity, and adaptability to different environmental conditions. It briefly introduces the major rootstock groups and their role in modern orchard systems. However, the abstract could be improved by more clearly stating the scope and objective of the review, as well as specifying the key aspects discussed in the manuscript, such as rootstock classification, disease resistance, and tolerance to abiotic stresses.

The authors may also consider including a brief statement summarizing the main conclusions or key insights derived from the reviewed literature, which would help readers better understand the significance of the study. Additionally, the abstract could be made more concise by reducing some of the general background information and focusing more on the specific themes and contributions of the review. Improving these aspects would enhance the clarity and completeness of the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript addresses a scientifically relevant topic and compiles information from various published studies related to apple rootstocks and their influence on orchard performance. In general, the scientific information presented appears to be based on previously published literature and reflects commonly reported characteristics of different rootstock series. However, the manuscript would benefit from a more critical and systematic synthesis of the cited studies rather than primarily listing findings from individual reports.

In several sections, the discussion mainly summarizes results without adequately explaining the underlying physiological or horticultural mechanisms responsible for differences among rootstocks. Providing clearer interpretation and stronger connections between the cited studies would improve the scientific depth of the manuscript. Additionally, the authors should ensure consistency in the presentation of scientific names, terminology, and references to maintain scientific accuracy and clarity throughout the manuscript. Overall, while the manuscript is generally scientifically sound, improvements in synthesis, explanation and organization would strengthen its scientific quality.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a substantial number of references relevant to apple rootstocks and orchard performance; however, the formatting of references does not consistently follow the citation pattern recommended by the Journal of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition. Several entries contain formatting inconsistencies such as missing volume or page numbers, improper spacing in journal titles, and inconsistent author listing. The authors are advised to carefully revise the reference list according to the journal’s required style. In addition, many of the cited studies are relatively old, and the review would benefit from the inclusion of more recent literature (particularly from the last 5 years) addressing advances in apple rootstock breeding, Geneva rootstock performance and rootstock responses to abiotic stresses in high-density orchard systems.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall language of the manuscript is understandable; however, the English quality requires improvement to meet the standards of scholarly communication. Several sentences contain grammatical errors, inconsistent spacing, and minor typographical issues, which affect the clarity and readability of the text. In addition, some scientific terms and species names are not consistently formatted, and punctuation and spacing problems are noticeable throughout the manuscript. The authors are therefore encouraged to carefully revise the manuscript for language accuracy and consistency. Professional English editing or thorough proofreading would further enhance the clarity and overall presentation of the article.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a relevant topic related to apple rootstocks and their influence on orchard performance, which is important for researchers and horticultural practitioners working in modern apple production systems. The compilation of information in tabular format is useful for quick comparison of different rootstocks and their characteristics. However, the manuscript would benefit from better organization, clearer synthesis of the cited literature and inclusion of more recent references to strengthen the scientific discussion. In addition, the inclusion of a few illustrative figures or conceptual diagrams (for example, rootstock classification, rootstock-scion interaction, or effects on tree vigor and yield) would further enhance the readability and visual presentation of the review. Addressing these aspects would significantly improve the overall quality and impact of the manuscript.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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