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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· This study makes a valuable contribution to the field of agrometeorology and crop science by providing a comprehensive evaluation of thermal indices — including Growing Degree Days (GDD), Heliothermal Units (HTU), Photothermal Units (PTU), and Heat Use Efficiency (HUE) — across two distinct maize growing seasons in the Tarai region of Uttarakhand, India.
· At a time when climate change is increasingly disrupting agricultural systems globally, the findings offer critical insights into how seasonal thermal variability interacts with varietal selection and nutrient management to influence maize productivity.
· By demonstrating that improved varieties (such as DKC-9188) combined with optimized fertilizer applications can significantly enhance thermal resource utilization and grain yield, this research provides actionable, evidence-based guidance for farmers and policymakers aiming to strengthen food security under changing climatic conditions
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is largely suitable — it is specific, informative, and covers the key elements of the study. However, it could be slightly improved for the following reasons:

· The phrase "Heat Use Efficiency" is already one of the thermal indices studied, so listing it separately alongside "Thermal Indices" creates a minor redundancy.

· The title could better reflect the comparative seasonal aspect (winter vs. spring) and the yield/productivity dimension, which are central findings of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the manuscript is reasonably well-structured and covers several essential components. However, there are notable gaps and areas that could be strengthened. Here is a detailed assessment:
· Missing a clear problem statement or research gap
· Missing specific details on the four nutrient management levels
· Missing Heat Use Efficiency (HUE) results, Phenological or crop growth stage findings
· Suggested to rewrite the abstract

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· Maintain uniform font size 

· Remove boldness in citations

· Write Seasons in italic

· Concise the introduction and mention the current  status of area, production and productivity as well as yield gap.

· Mention treatments properly


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Include relevant recent studies
No references specifically on the Tarai region of Uttarakhand

Nutrient management and organic amendments are not referenced
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in generally intelligible English and the scientific content can be understood by readers. However, the language quality is below the standard expected for scholarly publication in an international journal.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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