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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The discovery of Dipterocarpus fossil wood and leaves in the Middle Siwalik sediments of the Sarkaghat area of  Himachal Pradesh provides critical evidence of a warmer, more humid tropical climate during the Upper Miocene (approx. 11–7 Ma). The presence of these fossils indicates that the modern, relatively drier  and cooler climate of the Himalayan foothills is a much later, post-Miocene development. The Sarkaghat area is crucial for understanding the paleoclimate evolution as it provides uninterrupted sequence of floral, woody and leafy fossils that document the transition in the Siwalik forest structure. 
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