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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides the first comprehensive data on organophosphate flame retardants (OPFRs) in sediments of the Afiesere River, Niger Delta, Nigeria, thereby filling a critical knowledge gap for West African aquatic ecosystems. The study offers valuable baseline information on occurrence, spatial distribution, and potential sources of OPFRs in a region impacted by intense anthropogenic activities. By establishing correlations between OPFR concentrations and sediment total organic carbon, the work enhances understanding of pollutant behavior and fate in tropical river systems. Overall, the findings contribute significantly to environmental monitoring, risk assessment, and future regulatory and remediation strategies in developing countries.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable as it clearly reflects the study’s focus on the occurrence and distribution of organophosphate flame retardants in surface sediments of the Afiesere River, Niger Delta, Nigeria. It is concise, specific, and scientifically informative. Alternatively, “Spatial Distribution and Source Assessment of OPFRs in Afiesere River Sediments, Nigeria” could be considered.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and clearly states the objective, methodology, key findings, and main conclusion. However, it could be improved by briefly mentioning the sampling size (12 locations), analytical technique (GC–MS), and statistical tools (e.g., regression analysis). Including a short statement on environmental implications or potential risks would strengthen its impact. Minor reduction of background detail may also improve conciseness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
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	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	 Clarify minor grammatical and typographical errors throughout the manuscript to improve readability and scientific clarity.

 Ensure consistency in abbreviations (e.g., OPFRs, ICPP/IDPP) and units formatting (ng/g, µS/cm).

 Strengthen the discussion by elaborating more on environmental and ecological risk implications.

 Revise some repetitive sentences in the Introduction for conciseness.

 Improve figure and table captions to ensure they are fully self-explanatory.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	NO

	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	NO
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	NO
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