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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	  Provides field-based evidence on how leaf size and shape of Chromolaena odorata vary along altitudinal and climatic gradients within Karnataka.

  Enhances understanding of phenotypic plasticity in a highly invasive tropical species under differing moisture and topographic regimes.

  Offers insights relevant to predicting spread and impact under changing rainfall patterns.

  Adds baseline data from under-studied Indian agroclimatic zones.

  Serves as a reference for future comparative studies on intraspecific variation of C. odorata across broader South Asian climatic gradients.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Influence of rainfall and topographic conditions on leaf morphometric traits of Chromolaena odorata across selected agroclimatic zones of Karnataka, India


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	1. Clarify study design: Explicitly state that five altitudinal zones were analysed, and reconcile this with the three agroclimatic zones mentioned in the Introduction.

2. Highlight key ecological result: Emphasize that Zones D and B (high-rainfall hilly areas) exhibited the largest leaves, whereas Zone E (high altitude but lower rainfall) showed the smallest leaves.

3. Reduce redundancy: Remove or rephrase the repeated statement “Zone-D demonstrated the highest values for leaf traits, followed by Zone-B, and the lowest values were observed in Zone-E” in the Abstract.

4. Add sampling context: Briefly indicate sample size (e.g., 60 plants / 600 leaves).


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Only 8 outdated references (1995–2019) are cited, with no 2020–2025 literature, despite extensive recent studies on Chromolaena odorata invasion, phenotypic plasticity, and climate responses that should be included.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language needs moderate to substantial improvement.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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