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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Manuscript provides a comprehensive and well-structured overview of functional beverage development using fruit–vegetable–herb blends, integrating nutritional science, phytochemistry, processing technologies, and storage stability. The review is timely in the context of increasing consumer demand for clean-label, plant-based, and naturally preserved beverages. By consolidating evidence on natural preservatives, non-thermal processing, and future probiotic potential, the article offers valuable insights for researchers, product developers, and the functional food industry. The identification of research gaps further strengthens its relevance for guiding future investigations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable, clear, and accurately reflects the scope and content of the manuscript. It effectively communicates the focus on functional beverages, fruit–herb blends, and the review nature of the work.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-balanced, summarizing the key ingredients, processing technologies, preservation strategies, storage behavior, and research gaps. As a minor suggestion, the authors may consider briefly indicating that the article is a review-based synthesis rather than experimental work, to further clarify the nature of the study for readers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound, with appropriate explanations of phytochemical composition, preservation mechanisms, processing technologies, and storage-related changes. The interpretations are consistent with existing literature, and conclusions are well supported by cited studies.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are adequate, relevant, and include several recent publications. The literature coverage is broad and appropriate for a review article. No additional references are strictly required.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	For the included figure illustrating the mechanism of probiotic action, the authors are kindly requested to clarify whether the image is originally created, adapted, or reproduced from an external source. If adapted or reproduced, appropriate citation and permission (if required) should be clearly indicated in the figure caption, in line with journal guidelines.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Vaibhav Jadhav, VNMKV Pabhani, India

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

