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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses the growing interest in identifying novel probiotic strains from non-dairy, plant-based sources. It systematically screens 84 lactic acid bacteria (LAB) isolates for critical survival traits, such as acid and bile tolerance, which are essential for gastrointestinal viability. By highlighting specific Lactobacillus candidates (JM3, TL4, BAN5, KIW3, and BAN1) that exhibit antibacterial properties against pathogens and possess phytase activity, the study provides valuable preliminary data for developing functional foods and bio-preservatives.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, It is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a good overview of the study's flow. However, I suggest adding brief numerical data or percentage ranges to quantify the "low pH tolerance" and "bile-salt resistance" for the top five selected isolates, rather than just stating they were selected. This provides the reader with immediate, concrete results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	    Yes, the methodology for in-vitro screening is fundamentally suitable. The use of OD measurements for survival rates and spot-on-lawn assays for antibacterial activity are standard. However, there is a significant scientific limitation: the identification of the LAB strains is based solely on basic morphological and biochemical characteristics (Gram stain, catalase, gas production). For modern probiotic characterization, these five final strains should be identified to the species level using molecular techniques, such as 16S rRNA gene sequencing.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cover the foundational concepts well. However, the bibliography relies heavily on older literature (e.g., 1989, 1993, 1998, 2001, 2002). I recommend updating the references with more recent studies (2020-present) regarding the safety assessments of probiotics and molecular identification standards for Lactobacillus species.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, it is acceptable. However, the language requires minor copyediting for grammatical flow and syntax. For example, "in order to obtained probiotic" should be corrected to "in order to obtain probiotic," and "survivability of about more than" is clunky and should be rephrased
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a promising preliminary screening study. The authors correctly note the necessity of in vivo trials.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No, there is no ethical issues.
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