Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	European Journal of Medicinal Plants 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_EJMP_155224

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Elucidation of Anatomical, Phytochemical and Toxicological evaluation of  Drynaria quercifolia (L.) J.Sm Rhizome Scales

	Type of the Article
	Original Research Article


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Overall, the study is interesting and addresses an ethnopharmacological knowledge gap by scientifically examining the rhizome scales of Drynaria quercifolia.
This manuscript provides valuable insight into the anatomical, phytochemical, and toxicological properties of the rhizome scales of Drynaria quercifolia, a plant widely used in traditional medicine. The author(s) scientifically investigated the outer scale layer that is traditionally removed prior to consumption, which helps bridge the gap between ethnomedicinal knowledge and modern scientific validation studies. 
The findings from the research helps contribute to a better understanding of tissue-specific metabolite distribution and the potential biological activity of protective plant structures. Hence, this information is important for the scientific community as it supports safer use of medicinal plants, and provides a basis for further pharmacological and toxicological investigations of plant-derived bioactive compounds.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is informative but grammatically inconsistent and seems to be a bit long.

Author(s) are encouraged to consider revising the title for clarity and parallel structure as suggested below.

Suggested title:
Anatomical, Phytochemical, and Toxicological Evaluation of Rhizome Scales of Drynaria quercifolia (L.) J.Sm.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract Needs Minor Refinement:
Although, the abstract clearly summarizes the research study, a few improvements are still needed to improve the abstract section:
Suggestions:
Briefly include sample size or experimental replication.
Avoid excessive methodological details (e.g., specific assays) and focus more on key findings and significance of the study.
Also, consider clarifying the implication of the findings for ethnopharmacological practice.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, they are.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	Result and Discussion session:

3.1: Avoid starting a sentence with ‘’Such”. 

Could you please recast the following sentence (Such structural specialization suggests that the scales represent a defensive outer layer rather than a metabolically active storage tissue)?

Suggestion: Hence, the structural specialization observed suggests that the scales represent a defensive ……
Toxicological Assay:

LC50 interpretation section:
The manuscript describes LC50 of 175 µg/mL as moderate cytotoxicity, but the author needs to support this finding with references or standard toxicity classification scales.
3.7.2 (Paragraph 2): Consider replacing ‘Similar’ with Similarly, cytogenic responses have ….(This ensures smooth transitional reading of the paragraph with good connective).
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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